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bbv. william howi£l^ a. u. 

tjlllow of st. uarv's college, vimton. 

Dear Sir, 

WHILE I gratify my own feelings, by 

thus publicly dedicating to you the following 

version of The Georgics, and add, that 
,Y> it has stood the test of your criticism, I am 
..^ not without fear, that to those who are ac- 
.^ quainted with your taste and attainments in 
I ' literature, I may seem to have consulted ra- 
r< ther my own reputation, than the sentiments 
^( of disinterested friendship. You, however, 

cannot be mistalten in the genuine motives of 
^■_ this address ; and, on that account, it is un- 
!^ necessary for me to repeat the assurance of 

my regard and affection. 

WILLIAM SOTHEBY. 

h 

Mnij\5, 1800. 



London, Seymour Place, \ 
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PREFACE. 



TO offer to tht PuiUc, without aflologg, anathtr 
veraon tjf Tax Gmomgics, after teveral trantlatitma by 
author* ^ no nwan reputation, and fiartkulariy by Dry 
denmd Warton^ motddarguea ditrrgard qf their merita, 
and an ar rcgance xMch Iwhoily dueUdm. On their dc' 
Jiectt, if any, it become* tioI me to dttcant s butratherto 
aeknowledge their reductive extdleneie*, which it ha* been 
jttfl endeaooitr to imitate, .For the grace, tht ^Urii, and 
Sgtdty t^ the vertffication tjf tht mott harmonioua qfour 
Poet* m the but century, contUned with the learning, the ' 
r^fiaed tatte, and correct judgment igf the mott eminent tif 
our critic*, in the pretentt could aione have coimeyed to the 
SngSeh reader an adequate tenae cf the fierfectioit i^the 
hatin original. 

7%af, with the*e aentiment* t(ftht difficulty qf the exf 
cutionf I thouid have ventured an the wort, may juttb/ 
tubject me to the *everily ^ criticiim t to mUch I *haB 
tilently oubnut, Jrom the contcioume** that the vertian, 
which J now t^tr to the Pt^Uc, ha» not been Bghthf under- 
taken, nvrnegUgenlly labourtd. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



IN reprinting thii beautiful rertion of the mottduiic 
poem of intiquitr', the American Edilor ha> been par- 
ticuUrlf attentive to rendering it acurate. A nnmber ^ 
errors in the London edition liave been corrected, and 
except in two or three instances of misplaced apostrt^hei, 
nUcb irere ^scorered too late for alteration, he flatters 
himself that it curtains no tnaccnrades of any impOTtance. 

In consequence of omitting the Latin, it T/ai fbnnd that 
the Geoi^cs alone would scarcely fiimish nifficient mat- 
ter for ahandsome duodecimo vohime, which induced the 
Editor to add Mr. Murphy's translation of the Bees firom 
the Prxdinm Raiticum, a celebrated georgical poem by 
lacc^us Vanierioa. As this contains a truer history of the 
polity and manners of those surpriung insects than was 
known in the time of Virgil, it is h<q>ed it may prove an 
acceptable addition to those readers who feel an interest 
in this subject. 

AMERICAN EDITOR, 
Jfwen^er, 1808. 
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BOOK I. 
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ARGUMENT OF THE FIRST BOOK. 

VirgU begins the Poem by propounding the subjects of his 
fourBoobi: Agriculture, Planting', the Breedin^of Cftttle, 
and the muiBgement of Beei. After inroluDf every rural 
Deitj-, he particularly calls on Augustus Cxsar to favour his 
atUmpt. He now opens the peculiar subject of the First 
Boot by pointing out the pn^r aeasoiK for ploughing— -He 
advises the husbandnan' to acqain aprcTious knowledjfe 
of difTcrent soils and climates, of the prevailin|f modes oi 
cultivation, and of the productions suited to each country: 
and of these he gires several examples — He tbcn resumes 
the subject, and Tnentions tbe seasons best adapted for the 
ploughing either of rich or of poor soili — Recommends tbat 
the ground should lie fallow, or be rc&eahcd by cbang* of 
crops, or manure— that the stubble should be biunt for the 
melioration of the loil ; and that the ground be dulyinv- 
paredby frequent ploughing and harrowiDg— He now enter* 
on the subject of sowing, and adrises, that, immediately 
After that process, the clods be cirefUlly broken, and the 
land artificially overflowed— He then proceeds to the growth 
of the com, and recomtnends the feetUng down of its nude 
lusuriance — He now mentions several circumstances pre- 
judicial to agrii^ture, and attributes tbera to the will of 
}oTe— This remark easily leads to a digresuon as the golden 
and silver ages — He then describes tbe ori^ ofagricul' 
ture, and tbe instnunenta employed in it — shows bow to 
form a judgment of the ensuing harvest, and bow to medi- 
cate and select the seeds — He then marks the connexion 
between Agrlcuttune and Astnmomj, which points out tbe 
different seasons for sowing different grains — Fren this 
connexion he likewise introduoes tbe description of the an- 
nual course of the sun, and of the singular varieties occs- 
siooed b; the position of the poles— He further evinces 



ARGUMENT, 3 

tli« utility of attronomical knowledge— enumerate b seTenl 
works to be performed in the rainy season, and what are 
lawful on festivals — gives an account of fortunate and unfortu- 
nate days — vhat works are best suited to the night — what 
to the day, both in tuninier and vinter — From -winter he 
natur«Uy remarks on the atormy seasons, the Utter end of 
s|tfing, and the commencement of autumns-describes a 
fltorm in avtuniD — and (hows how to avoid such calamities 
by a diligent obserration of the heavens, and worship of the 
Gods, chiefly Ceres — Then he enumerates various prog- 
nostics of the weathei^-thoaeof badweathei^^those of fine 
weather — Further prognostics from the aun and moon — He 
begins with tke latter— continues the subject by prediction* 
drawn fton the rising and setting of the sun — These pre- 
pare the way for a digression on the prodigies that followed 
the death of Julius Cxsar, and predicted the horrors of the 
civil wars — lAnd he concludes with vows for Augustus, 
tmder whose govemnieBt alone the world could be restored 
to peace and order. 
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GEORGICS. 



liV HENCE joyful harrata q^rins, -whMt tieaTenly Oga 
InviteB the plou^ and wedi to etms the vine ; 
How flocks and herds bjr kindly nature thrive. 
And Bt^ experience stores the frugal hive ; 
1 nngr— Ye lights of heaven ! irtiose sovereign sway 
Leads on the rear around th' etheical way : 
Bacchus and Ceres ! if beneath your reign 
Earth chang'd Chaonian mut for golden grain, 
And the new grape's uncultnr'd vintage gave 
To mix its sweets with Acheld«u' wave'; 
Ye, too, whose (^fts my votive numbers guide, 
Fauns and fair Dryads that o'er swains preside | 
Thou ! whose dread trident shook the womb of earth, 
And loos'd the steed, that neighing sprung to birth ; 
Guardian of woods '. whose herds, a snowy train, 
Browse the rich ihrabs that diade the Cxan plain ; 
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God of the fleece, whom grateful shepherds lovt. 
Oh ! leave thy native haunt, Lycasut' grove ; 
And if ihy Mzaalus yet cUim thy care, 
Hear, Tegeian Pan ! th'invoking prayer. 
FalUs ! whose voice the olive raU'd ; and thou, 
Fnm'd youth, inventor of the croolted plong;h ! 
Sylvanus ! waving high) in triumph borne, 
A sapling cypress with its rools upturn ; 
OH come, protectors of the land f descend ; 
Each God, and Goddess, at my call attend, 
Who rear new fruits that earth spontaneous yields^ 
Or feed with pi'osperous showers the cultur'd fields. 

Thou, C«sar, chief, where'er thy voice ordain 
To fix 'mid gods thy yet unchosen reign™_ 
Wilt thou o'er cities stretch thy guardian nray, 
While earth 'and*all her realms thy nod obey? 
The world's vast orb shall owntby genial power. 
Giver of fnuts, fair sun, and favoring shower ; 
Before thy altar grateful oatrans bow, 
And with maternal myrtle wreathe thy brow ; 
O'er boundless ocean shall thy power prevail, 
Thee her sole lord the world of waters hail ! 
Rule where the sea remotest Thul* laves. 
While Tethy's dowers thy bride with all her waves. 
WHt thou *mld Scorpins and the Virgin rise, 
And, a new star, illume thy native skies ? 
Scorftins, e'en now, eacti' shrinking claw confines. 
And more than half hia heaven to thee reugns. 
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Where'er thy reig;n (for not, if hell inTite 
To wield the sceptre of eternal niglit, 
Let not such lust of dire dominioD more 
Thee, Cesar, to reugn the realm of Jove : 
Though vaunting Greece extol th* Elysian plain. 
Whence weeping Ceres wooes her child b vain) 
Breathe fav'rii^ gales, my course propitious guide, 
O'er the rude swaia'i uncertain path prewde ; 
Now, now invok'd, assert thy heavenly birth. 
And learn to hear oar prayers, a God <h) earth. 

When first young Zephyr melts the mountain snow, 
And ^ring unbinds the mellow'd moold below. 
Press the deep ploi^, and urge the groaning team 
Where the worn shares "mid c^tening furrows gleam. 
Lands, o'er whose soil maturing time has rcdl'd 
Twice summer's heat, and twice the wintry cold, 
Pro&se of wealth th' insatiate swain repay, 
And crown with bursting bams his long delay. 

Ere virgin earth first feel th' invadiog share. 
The genius of the place demands thy care : 
The culture, dime, the winds, and changeful skies, 
And what each region bears, and what denies. 
Here golden harvests wave, there vineyards glow, 
Fruit bends the bough, or herbs unbidden grow-... 
Her saffi-on Tmdus, Ind her ivory boasts. 
Spice wiugs the gale round Saba's balmy coasts ; 
The naked Chalybes their iron yield, 
The powerful castor scents the Pontic field, 
I 3 
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While fam'd ^irus re&rs tb* eqoeitrian breeds 
Bom for the palm that crown» th' Olympic steed 
In stated regiens, ham tb' eternal Cause, 
Such Nature's compact, and unbrokeR laws ; 
Such from the time when first Deucalion burVd 
Tlie stones that peopled the deserted world r 
Whence a new race arose upon the earth, 
Hard as the stiibl>orn flint that gave them birth. 

Come, when new Spring first daims-the timdf toi^ 
Break with Iriwrions steers the genei-ons soil, 
And gtre the san, through many a summer daji^ 
To bake the clod ^id feed with ripening ray ;. 
But in light furrows turn tli'unfertife ground. 
When slow Arcturus wheels tiis Ungermg ronad'.- 
lliei'e, lest rude weeds should tdtoah the riMng gnnhf- 
And Iiere, scant moisture fail the sandy plain. 

Alternate fallows rest th'exhausted earth, 
And gradual fit the mhI for future birth ; 
Or sow with golden eora the furrow'd clodj 
\\'here the bean harvest burst the shatter'd podr 
Or the light vetch, and bittcF lupine grew, 
Bow'd to the gale and rattled as it blew. 
Oats and the fl^ixen harvest burn tlie ground. 
And poppies shedding slumberous dews aroundi. 
Yet shall tby lands from these at pleasure rear 
Abundant harvests each alternate year. 
If rich manure fresh Hfe and nurture yiel^ 
And ashes renovate th' exhausted field. 
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Thua land* in grateful iDtetcbiUiKe repose, 
And wealth unseen beneatb die tallow grows: 

Much it sTails to born 'mid sterile lands 
Ught stobble crackling as the flame expands ; 
Whether the heat long-latent nurture raise, 
Or genial salts collect beneath the blaze ; 
Or where corruption turL'd 'mid humours crude, 
Imprison'd damps b^ore the flame ennde : 
Whether it force through many- an opening vein 
Juice to fresh plants that clothe anew the plain. 
Or brace the pores that, pervious to the day, 
Felt the pnme snn's int<derable ray, 
To piercing showera th* expanded fissure close, 
Atid the chBl north that blisters as it blows. 

Th' obdurate glebe with frequent harrow breaks 
Rous'd to new lifi: each crombling clod awake, 
Plough o'er and o'er, on (eil redeutdieg tor), 
With sidelong furrow cross the fiirrow'd icM, 
Command the fields, exert despotic sway, 
Pursue thy triumph, and bid earth obey : 
So shall the Gods their pfts profusely shower. 
And Ceres* smile o'erpay each anxious hour. 

Swains ! pray for wintry dust, and summer rain ; 
Then smile the verdant mead, and golden plain : 
More rich the crops on Myua's fertile fields, 
And Gargarus wonders at the wealth lie yields. 

Him shall I praise who, o'er the new-sown earth, 
CrumUes the clods tbat hide th' entrusted birtts 
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Freslieiis vith strcamt tlut at bis pleasure glide, 
And leads their rilli that wind from side to side i 
'Mid gasping herbs when ferer'd Nature dieS) 
Lo ! OR joQ brov whence bubbling springs arise, 
The peasant, bending o'er th' expanse below, 
Directs the chaonel'd waters where to flow : 
Down the smooth rock melodious munnurs glide, 
And a new verdure gleams beneath the tide. 

Him shall I praise, who, lest th' o'erloaded ear 
Shed with prone stem the promise of the year, 
Feeds down its rank luxuriance when the blade 
Waves level with the ridge its rising shade j 
Or who, 'mid doubtful months, and flooding rains, 
Down the dry sand th' o'erflowitig marshes drains. 
When oozy rivers far and wide expand, 
And issuing vapours smoke along the land ? 

Yet when the sturdy swain and patient steer 
Have tam'd the land by many a toil severe ; 
Oft noxious geese and the Strymonian crane 
Waste with voracious bill the plunder'd grain, 
Or succory spreads beneath its bitter root. 
Or gadding branches kill th' o'ershadow'd fruit. 

Not to dull Indolence and transient Toil 
Great Jove resign'd the conquest of the soil ; 
He sent forth Care to rouse the human heart, 
And sharpen genius by inventive art : 
Nor tamely sufler'd earth beneath his sway 
In unproductive sloth to waste away. 
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Ere Jove bore mle no labour tam'd the ground, 
None dar'd to raise the fence, or mark the bound ; 
Nature to all her fruits profiuely bore, 
And the free earth, uaaakM, but gave the more, 
love to the serpent iaitg new venom gave, 
Commanded wolves to prowl, and swell'd the wave^ 
From leaves their honey shook, conceal'd the fire, 
And.bad &ee atreams, that flow'd with wine, retire j 
love will'd that use, bp long experience taught, 
Should force out various arts by gradual thought, 
&rike from the Biat's cold womb the latent flame, 
And from the answering fiirrow nnrture claim. 
Then first the hollow'd alder pre£t the stream, 
And sailors watcb'd each star's Erecting beam, 
Number'd the host of heaven, and nam'd the train, 
Pleiads, and Hyad*, and the northern Wdn ; 
Then snares and lime, the beast and bird betray'd. 
And deep-mouth'd bounds enclos'd the forest glade ^ 
Light meshes lash'd the stream with circling sweep. 
And weighted nets descending dj-agg'd the deep ; 
Theu iron, and the saw's shrill-grati:^ edge, 
Eas'd the rude efforts of the farceful wedge ^ 
Thus rous'd by varied wants new arts arose, 
And strenuous Labour triuroph'd at its close. 

First pitying. Ceres taught the &.mish'd swain 
With iron shares to turn the stubborn plain, 
What time the arbute fail'd, and fail'd the food 
Siower'd from the oak along Dodona'a vood. 
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New caru the com pomi'd : Iiere mildew fed, 
There thistlet rear'd aloft their horrent head : 
The harve*t periibea ; with pricUes crown'd) 
The burr and caltrop bmtlc all aroandt 
Their baleful g;rowth wild oati and darnel rear, 
And tower in triumph o'er the golden ear. 
Haite then ; the earth with restleai harrow wear, 
With ceaieleu thout the feather'd plundcren scare, 
Lop each o'ershadowing branch with timely (troke^ 
And genial ahowen from favoring heaven mvoke, 
Or thou, on crops not thine, shalt gaze in rain^ 
And, led from ■haken oaks, ud life suatain. 

Now learn what arms indnttrious peaunts wield, 
To sow the fiirrow'd glebe, and clothe the field : 
The ihare, the crooked plough, the rcdling wain 
That drags along slow Ceres to her £aae : 
Hurdle, and sled, and harrow's heavy load, 
And mystic van the symbol of a God. ' 
These wise provide, if aught of rural faroe^ 
Or labours lov'd of heaven, thy breast infiame. 

Fomi'd far the crooked plough, by force subdn'd. 
Bend the tough elm yet greea amid the woodi 
Beyond eight feet in length the beam extend, 
With double back the pointed share deiend. 
Double the earth>boards that the glebe divide^ 
And cast the furrow'd ridge on either wdc j 
But light the polish'd. yoke of linden bough. 
And light tb« becchen staff tb^ turns the phnigh. 
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These long suspend where smoke their strength explores, 
And seasons into use, and binds their pores. 

Hot thon the rales, our fathers taught, despise, 
Sres by long practice and tradition wise. 

With ponderous roller smooth the level fioor, 
And bind with chalky cemmt o'er and o'er ; 
Lest springing weeds expose thy want of art, 
And worn in many a chink the surface part : 
There bnilds the field-mouse underneath the grouDd, 
And loads her little bams with plunder crown'd ; 
There works the mole along her duA abode, 
There in its hoHow lurks the lonely toad, 
There wastes the weevil with insatiate rage. 
There the wise ant that dreads the wants itf age, 
And all the nameless monsters of the »i^. 
That swarm and fatten on thy gather'd sp<u). 

With many a bud if flowering almonds bloom. 
And arch their gay festoons that breathe perfume. 
So shall thy harvest like profusion yield. 
And cloudless suns mature the fertile field : 
But if the branch, in pomp of leaf array'd, 
DiSiise a vain exuberance of shade, 
So fails the promise rfth' expected year, 
And chaff and straw defraud the golden ear. 

Though steep'd in nitrous juice and oily lees, 
And seeth'd o'er gentle fires by slow degrees, 
Oft have I seen the temper'd seeds deceive. 
And o'er the treacherous pod the peasant grieve : 
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Save iriiere ilow patience, o'er uid o'er again, 
CuU'd TCarly, one bj' one, the largest grain ; 
So all, ibrc'd back I^ Fate's resisUess sway, 
To swift destmctioa £bUs and sad decay. 
Thus, if th' unwearied oar, that boldly plied 
By ceaseless stnigglcslscarcely stcmm'd tlie tide, 
Once, once relax, wild eddies onward sweep, 
And whirl the wretch amid th* o'erwhelming deep. 

Nor leas intent Arctnnu* train behold, 
The Kid's bright beams, and Dragon's locid fold, 
Than the b<dd ciew that sweep the Euxine o'er. 
And throagh Abydos wetk thdr native shore. 

When pcuaing Libra rest and labour weighs, 
And parts with equal balance nights and days, 
Goad, goad the steer, the barley seed enclose, 
Till winter binds the ground in dead repose. 
When dry the glebe, beneath' the genial earth 
Hide the young flax, and poppy's future birth. 
And urge the barrow while the clouds impend. 
And tempeats gather, ere the rains descend. 

When Taurus' golden horns the year nnbar, 
And Krius " 'gins to pale" hh yielding star,. 
Then beans and lucerne claim the mellow scul. 
And millet springing &-o«B the yearly tdl. 

But if thy labour from the cultur'd plain 
Exact rich wheat, strong spelt, and bearded grain. 
Trust not the furrow, nor with lavish haste 
The promise of the year untimely watte. 
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Before the Pldads from the dami retire, 

Or Ariadne gleams with matin fire. 

Swains, vho, ere Mala sets, cast forth the teed, 

Houm o'er deluiive crops their ftuitless apeed. 

But if Peltmao lentils clothe the plain, 
Nor thou th'unT&lued bean and vetch disdain^ 
Wait till Bootes* lingering beams descend, 
And 'mid hoar froBta thy patient toil extend. 

For thi* the gddea sun the earth divides, 
And, wbeet'd thro' twelve bright ugns, his chariot gitides. 
Five zones the heaven surround : the centre glows 
With fire unquench'd, and suns without repose : 
At each extreme the poles in tempest tost 
Dark with thick showers and unremitting frost : 
Between the poles and blazing zone confiu'd 
Lie climes to feeble man by heaven aasign'd. 
'Mid these the signs their course obliquely ruD, 
And star the figur'd belt that binds the sun. 
High as at Scythian cliffi the world ascends, 
Thus low at Libyan plains its circle bends. 
Here heaven's bright lustre gilds our glowing pole, 
There gloomy Styx, and Hell's deep shadows roU : 
Here tbe huge Saafce in many a valume glides, 
Winds like a stream, and either Bear divides, 
The Bears that dread their flaming lights to lare, 
And slowly roll above tbe ocean wave. 
There night, eternal night, and silence sleep. 
And gathering darknets broods upco the deep : 
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Or from our clime, when fades die orient ray, 
There bright Aurora beams returning dajr : 
And when above Scd*i fiery covrters glow, 
Late Vesper lights his evening star below. 

Experience hence the doubtful storm ^vines. 
Seed-time and harvest mark* by prescient signs ; 
When, best with cautious hand along the shore 
In treacherous seas to ply the guardian oar, 
Or launch the freighted navy 'mid the fiood. 
Or fidl the season'd pine that crown'd tlie wood. 

Thns obserration reads the stany sphere, 
And fourfold parts, as seasons chai^, the year. 
Th' industrious peasants, shelter'd from the shower. 
To timely profit turn each lusare hour ; 
Mature the works that tire th' impatient band. 
When fiiirer skies &r other cares demand; 
Scoop troa^ from trees, or mark each hoarded heap, 
Or head the two-hom*d forks, or brand the cheep ; 
Pobt the sharp stake, or edge th« blunted share, 
For flexile vines the wiUowy wreath prepare, 
Light baskets weave with pliant osier twin'd, 
Now parch the grain, and now with millstcmes grind. 

E'en 'mid high feasts to h<dy leisure giv'n 
Earth claim's a part nor fears ofiended Heav^. 
Go forth ; the Gods permit, thy ditchea drafai, 
Fire the wild thorns, and fence the rising grain, 
Ensnare the plundering birds, and timely lave 
The bleating flock beoeaUi the wholesome wave i 
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Then oft the swab each baUnc'd panier loads, 
And the slov ass bCDCatli his burden goads, 
Brings pitch and miUstoies h<»ne for barter'd tai, 
And fn^t, cheap prodnce of his native soil. 

Nor less the Inoar orb with prescient ray 
Marks for each varybg work, th' apprq)riate day. 
Avoid the fifth, then pallid Orcus rose, 
And Furies brooding stern o'er human woes ; 
Then, with dire I^>out rent, the womb of Earth 
Four'd forth her ofispring of gigantic birth, 
CiEua, lapetus, Typhoeus bold, 
And kindred bands against the Gods enroll'd i 
Thrice with enormous strengtii the rebels strove, 
Rock pil'd on rock, to scale the throne of Jove, 
On Peli(Hj Oaaa heave, and firmly rest 
Olympus pois'd on Ossa's towering crest. 
Jove gaz'd indignant as the structure grew, 
And, thundering, thrice the mountain mass o'erthrew. 
Seventh from the tenth, the hours propitious shine, 
To we^ive, to tame the steer, and plant the vine j 
Fair guides the ninth the~^aiiderer on his way. 
While robbers dread the inauspicious ray. 

The night to many a work advantage yields, 
Nor less the dawn that gems with dew the fields ; 
By night o'er arid meads the swathe pursue, 
And mow the stubble glittering *o'er with dew. 
While some o'er wintry hearths, the livelong night, 
Point the sharp torch beneath tb' unsteady light. 
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Whither cold Saturn's lingering star retires, 
Or swift Cflleniut shifts bis wandcriDg fires. 

But, chief, with frequent prater the Gods imidne. 
And Ceres, chief, with «iidu«] feasts adore ; 
WhCD Winter Bie*, and ^ring new robea the graond* 
When mild the wine, and lambkins gaily bound, 
When sweet to slumber on the irasa rcctb'd 
Where the thick foliage mnnnttrs to the wind ; 
The sky her temple, and the turf her aluwe. 
Her pure libation, honey, milk, tad wine ; 
Let the long choir with shouting ponp proceed, 
And thrice ronnd teeming iields the vktiin lead : 
Nor let a blade beneath the sickle fall, 
Till to their roo& the «wains the Goddess call. 
Rude nuUc carols to her praise resoood, 
And, wreath'd with oak, In untaught measures boond. 

At Jove's behest unerring signs discIoEe 
Rain, and fierce heat, and tempests swoln with snows : 
JoTe bade the mooa alrag her Taiying way 
Mark by foreboding change the coming day ; 
When gales should lull, and when th' experienc'd swaia 
From distant range bis ehelter'd herd restrain. 

Lo ! to the gatliering storm, amid the deep 
The troubled ocean swells its billowy sweep. 
Loud rings the crash upon the mountain brow, 
Hoarse murmurs mingle from the shores below. 
And ceaseless rustling of each woodland vale 
Sghs to the horrors of the rushing gale. 
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Rigfa MM the shi[>s, when Krearabg cormorRnts tueep 
Along the shore, and leave th* untasted deep, 
When KB-coots hastening back, with ««ntaa wing, 
Skim round the beach in many a (portive ring. 
And herns voracious quit their finny prey, 
Dart through the cloudag and wing their vlewleii my. 

Oi^ Rhalt thou see, ere brooding >lonns arise, 
Star after atar glide headlong down the^ies, 
And, where they shot, long trails of lingering light 
Sweep for behind, and gild the shades of night ; 
Oft the fall'n ftillage wing its airy way. 
And floating feathers <m the water play. 
When lightning flashes from the northern pole. 
From east to west when thunders widely roll, 
The deluge pours, and, fearful of the gale, 
The consciODS aeaman furls his dripping ssil. 
Not unforeseen the showery tempests »gc; 
Earth, ocean, air, the gradual storm presage. 
The crane beneath his fliglkt sees clouds arise. 
Folds his aerial wing, and downward flies ; 
The heiiers gaze aloft where vapour* sail, 
And with wide nostril drink the distant gale ; 
The twittering swaUow skims the pool around ; 
Along the marshes croaking frogs resound ; 
Ants, as from secret cells their eggs they bear. 
Each following each, the track continuous wear ; 
The vast bow drinks; and, rustling on the wing, 
The crows beneath their plomei wide darkness ffing. 
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Then ihalt than view the birds that haunt the iBaip, 
Or where Caystcr flood* the Asian plain, 
Dash forth Urge dropi that down their plumage glide, 
Dance on the billows, dive beneath the tide, 
In gaf contention dip their winp in vain. 
And- prelude, ai they sport, th' impen^is rain i - 
But o'er drjr sand* the raren (talks alone. 
Swells her foil voice, and calls the tempest down. 
Nor yet onconsciona of the threatening gloon 
The virgin labours o'er the nightly loom. 
When sputtering lamps Sash forth autea^ fire. 
And round th' o'erloaded wick dull flames expire. 
Kor less, 'mid showers, pn^Uoos ^gns display 
Returning sunshine, and unclouded day ; 
Then 'mid refolgent stars the orb of night 
Seems like a stm to shed unborrow'd light : 
Then nor the rack across the ether drivea 
^vera with fleecy cloud the fkce ctf heaven. 
Nor balcycats, lov'd of Thetis, haunt the strand, 
And to the sun their glitterii^ plumes expand ; 
Nor swine the stubble toss : but dark and deep, 
Low on the plain incumbent vapours sweep ; 
And the lone owl, that eyes the setting ray, 
Pours from her tower in vain the nightly lay. 
Lo ! Nisus soars aloft through liquid air, 
And claims sad vengeance for his purple hair ; 
Where wjth stretch'd wing swift Scylla cuts the skies, 
Behind, cm rustling phime, fierce Nisus flies : 
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And where swift Nisus tow^i, her fbrwiird flight 
DartH far awaf, &n4 cleaves th' aerial height, 
Hush'd their hoarse pipe, and prest to clearer note*, 
Rooks to redoubled echoes strain their throats ; 
Oft, wild with rapture, on the woodland height 
Mingle the murmur of confus'd delight, 
Sport in the leaves, and joy, the tempest o'er, 
To see their brood and happy nest once more. 

Prescient they sing, yet not from -nisdom given 
By &te or love to know the will of Heaven : 
But still through Nature's vast and varied range, 
The air^ vicisutndes, and season's change, 
New metincts sway, and their inumstant mind 
Shifts with the clouds, and varies with the wind; 
Hence frisk the kine, mirth swells the woodland notes, 
And rocks, exulting, strain their gurgling throati. 

If, mindful of the sun's revolving qwed. 
And moons, that, mov'd in order'd course, succeed, 
No treacherous signs announce th' expected daf, 
Nor faithless nights shall flatter and betra]r. 
If, when the moon renews her gather'd fires, 
Hid in black clouds her sullen horn retires. 
Dark o'er the wasted earth, anil stormy main, 
In torrents drives the congregated rain. 
Or if with virgin hlush young Cynthia blase, 
Tempestuous winds succeed the golden rays ; 
Bui if (unerring sign) the orij of night 
O^r wheel through heaven her fourth incFcaaing light, 
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Rain nor rude blast shall vex that Uallow'd day, 
Aod thus the month shall glide serene away, 
While rescu'd swlors on their native share 
With votive gtfti each ocean God adore. 

Alike, with orient beams, or western rays. 
The son, that ne'er deceives, each change displays : 
Sure signs, that cannot err, ttie sun attend, 
At day's first dawn, or when tite itars ascend. 

When many a spot hu rising lustre Bhrouds, 
Half'hid the disk beneath a veil of clouds, 
Thick firom the South the gathering deluge sprung, 
Foams the stronn com, aai herds, and woods among. 
If dull at mom with many a scaUer'd bean 
Through vapourous baze the light obacur^y glean, 
Or if Aurora lift her mournful head, 
And with pale aspect leave Tithonua* bed, 
In vain the leaf shall curl ripe clusters round, 
While rattling hailstimes from the roof pebouBd. 
But chief observe along his vestem way 
Each hue that varies at the close of day. 
The rains descend whrn dusky tints prevail ; 
When red discolour, dread th* infuriate gale : 
If spots immingle strcak'd with gleams of fire, 
Rain and fierce wind to vex the world conspire: 
That night my anchor'd bark shall sleep on shore, 
While loud and long the storms o'er ocean roar. 
But if the orb, at dawn that brightly rose, 
With ra^ant beam its course of glory dose, 
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Dread not the threatdUnE doudt, their mmsicnt gloom 

Shall fly before the North's di^Kruog plume. 

Lait, ichat late eve dudl brbg, what winds prerail ; 

And an that Auater plans with hainid gale, 

View, where the sun's prophetic sigtii display, 

Not dare mistfust the God that gives the day. 

He, too, with frequent portent deign* prestge 

BUod tmnuh, treasons, and iotestine rage. 

He too, when Rome dqilor'd dead Cesar's fate. 

Felt her deep woe, and mouni'd her hapless state; 

What time in iron clouds he veil'd his liglit, 

And impious mortals fear'd etemal night. 

Nor less dread signals ohotdt the earth and ware, 

Birds of ill note, and dogs dire omens gave ; 

How oft we view'd, aluig th' expanse below, 

Wide seas <^ fire down shatter'd IEOm Bow, 

While glebes of flame the red rdcaso threw, 

And fervid nKks tfaat ligfaten'd as they flew 1 

O'er all the sky, Germania heard afor 

The bray of arms that dang'd th' aerial war ; 

The Alpine regions of «temal snow 

Reel'd with unusual earthquakes to and fro : 

Shapes, wondrous pale, by night were seen to rove, 

And a loud voice ott shook the silent grove. 

Fii'd are the floods j earth widely yawns below. 

And beasts, in human accents, murmur'd woe. 

The ivory weeps 'mid consecrated walls, 

Sweat in big dr^s from brazen sutues falls ; 
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Monarch of rivers, raging fax aod 'wide, 
Eridanua pours forth his torrent tide, 
Down the wide deluge whirls uprooted woods. 
And wastes the eurth with desolating floods. 
That time uor ceas'd the wells with blood to flow, 
Nor spotted entrails ceas'd foreboding woe, 
Nor ceas'd loud echoes uightlf to repeat 
The wolTs fierce howl along th' unpeopled street. 
Such lightnings never fii^d th' unclfinded air, 
Nor comets trul'd so oft their blazing h^. 
For this in equal arms Philippi view'd 
Rome's kindred bands again in gore embru'd, 
The Gods twice fed broad Hsmns with our host. 
And bath'd with Roman blood th* Emathian coast. 
There, after length of time, the peaceful swiun 
Who ploughs the turf that sw^s o'er armies slain. 
Shall cast, balf-goaw'd with rust, huge pikes in air, 
And hollow helms that clash beneath the share. 
And, 'mid their yawning graves, amaz'd behold 
Large bones of warrioi-s of giganUc mould. 

Ye native Gods ! ye tutelary powers 
Of Tuscan Tiber, and the Roman towers ; 
Thou Vesta ! and thou founder of our name. 
Guide of our a^ms and guardian of our fome, 
Oh 1 let this youth a prostrate world restore, 
Save a wreck 'd age, and sooth to peace mice more. 
Enough, enough of -blood already q>ilt 
Sates vengefiil Gods for I'roy's perfidious guilt ; 
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Already 4Dvious hearens, thee, Csaar, claim, 
And deem Uie earth subdu'd below thy fame ; 
Where, right and wrong in mad confusion hurl'd, 
New crimes alarm, new battles thin the world. 
None venerate the plough : waste earth deplores 
^er swains to slaughter dra^'d on distant shores ; 
Far, far they fall from their uncultur'd lands, 
And scythes transform'd to falchions arm their hands; 
Here mail'd Euphrates, there Germania bleeds, 
Death neighboring towns to kindred slaughter leads ; 
Mars arms the globe. Thus, steed provoking steed. 
Bursts from the bars, and maddens in his speed ; 
The guide, bent back, each wearied sinew strains, 
On fijes th' infuriate car, and mocks the starting reins. 
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ARGUMENT OF THE SECOND BOOK, 

lie Poet, aflerabiief recapitulation of the (ubject of the for- 
mer Book, Mid a general notice of that of the preient, on plant- 
ing, begins with an invocation to Baccbua, the patron of the 
vine. Then he mentions bow trcea are originally produced 
by nature, apontaneouily, from seeda and suckers — Then, the 
varloua methods employed by hunian art — Suckers, sets, lay- 
ers, cuttings, pieces of clefl wood, and engrafting — Having 
thiit generally opened the subject, he invokes the assiatance 
of Mccenas. He now shows by what culture, trees of spon- 
taneoiu growth may be meliorated — Then, the beat method* 
of artificial culture, which be here concludes by a detailed 
description of inoculating and ingrafting — This leadahim to 
«n enumeration of seTcral spedes of trees, and rarieties of 
vines — He observes that different ptants are the natural pro- 
duce of different stnla and situations, and that the woM it- 
self may be divided into regions distinguished by their re- 
^KCtive vegetable pToducliDna-~Of these he gives several 
exainples, and concludes the remark by a description of the 
vltron-tree of Media — This account of remaAable plants, the 
growth of foreign countries, prepares the way for a beautiful 
digression on the praises of Italy — He now resumes his re- 
msiki on soils, and mentions those best suited for olives, 
vines, pasture, and com— then gives instructions by which 
the several soils may be ascertained — He enters now into a 
more particular detail of the culttire of the vine, and on the 
difierent modes of planting a vineyard, either on hUl, or plain 
— gives instructions rdative to the depth of trenches—fur- 
ther precepts relative to vineyards, and a particular cautiosi 
against the intermislure of the wild olive with them, lest its 
unctuous bark should accidentally catch fire, and destroy the 

' iriiole plantation — This calamity moat poetically described 
•He then pre* iostnictioai concerning the proper seasons 
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for pl^nting^ the vioea, in uitUBin and spring i and digrease* 
on the charms and utility of tbe spring — Furtlier directions 
about layers, and of dunging, and placing stones and shells 
at the roots of the plants, of digging the beds, and of the 
propping and pruning the vines — H« now mentions t!.e ne- 
cessity of making hedges to defend the young 'plants from 
the cattle, particularly goats — This last circumstance leads 
to a digression on the sacrifices to Bacchus — he again in- 
sists on the ceaseless labour required in digging, dressing, 
and pruning the vineyard — To these toils he opposes the fa- 
cility in the culture of the olive, and shows the benefits we 
derive from various tiseful plants, the free gifu of Nature 
— These, in many instances, be prefers to tbe vine, not uii- 
fbequentlythe cause of crimes and slau(^ter — Hence, in con- 
trast to ascene of bacchic tumult, to the unquiet splendours 
of courts, and tlie vsjn purauits of mankind, he expatiate* 
on the advantage* of philosophical studies, and on the inno- 
cence, security, and utility of a country Ufa — and vrith this 
exquisite digreviion he concludes the Secood Book. 
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X UUS for of heavenly ugns, and cultnr'd plains ; 
Bacchus ! thy praise now claims the votive strains ; 
With thee, I join each shrub, and woodland shoot, 
And idives slowly ripening into fmJL 

Oh come, Lenxan lire ! lo ! all around, 
Sleat by thy boonty teems th' exulting ground : 
Through thee, dark clusters purple o'er the plain, 
And the preat vintage ibams in every vein ; 
Oh cast thy buskins off, thy votary jmn, 
Stain in new must thy limbs, and crush th'o'erflowing vbe ! 

At first, by various ways, o'er hill and plkln, 
Spontaneous woods cloth'd Natnre's wild domain. 
Some rise at wilt, and, with uncultur'd shade, 
Frii^ the wide streams and darken all the glade ; 
There the tall poplar towers, the broom extends, 
0*er her dank bed the pliant osier bcnds^ 
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And azure willows shifting to the gale 
Turn their hoar leaf, that silvers o'er the Tale. 
Some high in air from scatter'd seed arise ; 
Hence the tall chesnut spreads her stately size, 
Huge sescului o'ershadowing all fhe grove, 
And Grecian oaks that spoke the will of Jove. 
Here self-form 'd forests, sprouting from the root. 
Crowd where thick elms and clustering cherries shoot, 
And the green bay, in pcmip of leaf array'd, 
O'er the frail sucker spreads her parent shade. 
Thus varying nature first th« desert crown'd. 
And shrub, and grove, and forest rose around. 
By gradual use and long experience tau^t. 
Art a new race to fek- perfection brought 
Some from the tender mother's bleeding %otnid 
Slip the young shoot, and i^nt the furrow'd ground ; 
Others, large sets in earth's deep bosom hide. 
Edge their aharp points, or, fiiurft^- split, dimde ( 
In arches, these within tbeir native bed 
The living layers round their parent spread ; 
These ask no root, and from the topmost qiray 
Boldly the planters cat the sprout away. 
And, fearless ot saccess to earth once inore 
The gadding twig, that wav'd in air, restore. 
In each clelt piece ^e olive lives again, 
Puta fonb new TOots, and clothes the wonderii^ plain, 
And oft unhurt the trees traMfbrm'd assume 
Leaves not their owd, and fruit of alien blvom } 
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On the chang'd pear engrafted apples groW) 
And comets redden o'er the plum below. 

Learn then what arts each varying spedes suit, 
And tame by culturing skill the savage fruit : 
Bid bloom the waste, o'er Ismarus vineyards spread^ 
And shade with olives bleak Tabumum's head. 

And thoti !' pn^itioua, o'er my course preside ; 
Light of my life, my gjory and my guide 1 
Oh come, Mscenas 1 fill th' adventurous sail. 
And breathe o'er opening seas the genial gale. 
Not mine the wish all nature to rehearse, 
And bound her wonders in the crowded verse ; 
Not, though, at will, I mov'd an hundred tongues. 
And breath'd nnnnmber'd notes from irtm lungs. 
Oh come ! with cautions helm the coast explore^ 
Guide with firm band and Kieer along the shore I 
Here no vain fable shall thy ear detab, 
Kor long preamble load the mazy strain. 

Trees that ipmtaneous drink th' ethereal light, 
Unfruitful spring, yet Sourish lair to sight ; 
For nature, working in thtir vigorous bed, 
Gives the tall stem to rise, the branch to spread : 
But these tran^lanted, or by grafts reclaim'd, 
By cnlturing skill their savage nature tam'd, 
Ere-long with fait increase thy toil repay, 
And, train'd at pleasure, every call obey. 
Nor less, the steril shoots that droc^d on earth 
Bowatb the ^reading bonghs that gave them birth. 
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And o'er their langtiid head dark shadows thT^v, 
Mip't the pale fruit, and Itill'd with poisooous dew, 
In open fields traospoa'd fresh life inhale, 
And with new frBgrance scent the vernal gale. 

Slow grows from seeds the tree, and, long delay'd> 
For distant times reserves its sullen shade ; 
Their former flavour lost, wild fruits decay, 
And birds unscar'd on grapet degenerate prey : 
All, all alike the nartoring trench require, 
Arts that in^mve, and toils that never tire. 

Myrtles from bonghs, firom truncheons olives rise. 
The flexile layer &irest vines supplies ; 
Lo ! too from suckers hardy hazels bom, 
Trees whose thick leaves th' Herculean brow adorn, 
Tlie oaken forest of Chaonian Jove, 
The stately palm that towers above the grove, 
Vast ash, and fir& that from their mmintain steep 
Rush 'mid the floods, and dare the stormy deep. 
O'er the rough arbute grafted walnuts spread 
Leaves not their own, and stranger blossoms shed ; 
Luxuriant apples load the ateril planes, 
The beech the ohesnut's flowery pomp sustains. 
Pears crown the mountain ash with silver wreath, 
And swine fall'n acorns craunch the elm beneath. 

Experienc'dart by varying culture knows 
To graft the cioo, or the bud enclose. 
Where the swoln gem, in vernal vigour bold, 
Bursts through the bark, and breaks each yielding fold. 
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Slit the mid knot, and, in the wound confiti'd, 
Teach the strange bud to wed the bleediog rind : 
Or cut the knotleas bole, aud fix the spray 
Where 'raid the wood deep wedges force their wny, 
Fill'd with new life, ere-long the tree asceods, 
And (at and wide its branching pomp extends, 
Waves its aerial brow, to heaven aspires, 
And its new leaves and foreign fruit admires. 

A varying species varying elms supplies^ 
New willows wave, and other loti rise ; 
Not one the cypress on th> Idcan heig^ht, 
Nor one the olive swelling on the sight; 
Of changeful aspect, orchi, radii shoot, 
And pausia noted for their bitter froit 
Apples of varying Savour, form, and flower, 
Deck'd with mix'd hues Alcinoas' blooming bower. 
How different Syrian, and Cmstumian peacs ! 
How bent the bough that vast Voleroi bears ! 
Italia's hills fer other vintage yield. 
Than I.eshos gathers from Methymna's field. 
Here .^ypt's rilver grape rich mould demands, 
There Tharian dusters bloom in lighter lands. 
Dried in the sun-beams Psythian raisins glow, 
ADd staggering draughts from ^arp lageos flow j 
Soon reels the foot beneath th' inebriate juice, 
And the cham'd tongue, confua'd, forgets its use. 
Here, purple clusters jocund earth illume, 
There, tendrils earUest wreath'd in Temal blooas. 
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Hov shall I praise thee, boast of Rluetian hills i 
Alone Falernum richer juice distils. 
Proud Tmolus bons to Aminsean wines, 
And crown'd Phanxos* cluster'd brow inclines : 
And, far o'er ^1, the lesser Argite, fam'd 
For fullest flood bf length of time nntam'd. . 
Nor be thou, RhodJan ! lov'd of Gods, unsung, 
Or swelling clusters from Bumastus sprung. 
But vain the wish, th' imperfect labour vain, 
To rank their various tribes, or name the train. 
Go, number first tb' innumerable sands 
Wbirl'd by the western blast round Libjran lands j 
Or tell, when Euros sweeps tV Ionian o'er. 
The multitud'nous waves that lash the shore. 

Not every soil each varying race supplies : . 
Willows bjr streams, in marshes aldersris^ 
Wild ashes wave bleak promontories o'er, 
Gay myrtles blossom on the sea-beat shore, 
Along the sunny uplands' vineyards glow, 
And yews ascend 'mid tempests wing'd with snow. 

The cultivated globe's far tenants trace, 
The Arabs here, there Scythia's painted race ; 
Behold how Nature parts the varied earth, 
And bounds the regions by her sylvan birth: 
Lo I India's realm alone dark etxm bears. 
And incense floats on soft Sabxan airs : 
There trees weep balsam from the trickling wound, 
And here with berries green acanthus crown'd. 
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Soft wool lirom dovny groves the JE6dtip weavea, 
And Seres comb tUeir fleece from silken leaves. 
Say, shall I aaark whst woods gig;aiitic wave 
O'er Indian seas that earth's last boundary lavcj 
Where the speot shaft, from skUfol Indians ^ed, 
Tur» ere it strike the tree's aerial head ? 
Nor be the citron, Media's boast, unsung, 
Though harsh its juice and lingering on the tongue; 
When the drug*d bowl 'nvid witching curses brew'd, 
Wastes the pale youth by st^pdame batepursu'dj . 
Its poweriul aid anlunds the mutter'd spells 
And fr^s the v ictim Irom the draught of hell. 
Large, like, the bay, and were its sweets the same, - 
The tree itself had known no other name ; 
Before the wind Us leaves unscatter!d play. 
The flowers unbroken hlossoRi on the spray : 
Its fragrant scent reli«vea th' infected breath, 
And breast that pants beneath incumbent death. 
Yet nor the Median groves, nor rivers, roU'd, 
Ganges, andHerraus, o'er tfaei[''beds of gold, 
Nor Ind, nor Bactra, nor ttie blissfiil land 
Where incense spread^ o'er rich Panchaia'a sand, 
Nor all that fancy paint* in fabled lays, 
Oh native Italy [ transcend tl^ praise. 
Though here no bulls bene^ th* endianted joke 
With fiery nostril o'er the furrow iBnAe^ 
No hydra teeth embattled harvest yield, 
Spvar and bright helmet bristling tfer the field ; 
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Yet goldm com exch tesgUing vAlIey iilb, 
l*he vintage redden* en a thoUMod billi, 
Luxuriant <£vee ^mad from shore to iImim, 
And flockf Bnnumber'd nu^ the puturese'cr. 
Hence the proAd « er-horte TOihes m tbe fbe, 
Clitumnns ! Iience thy berdi, more white thu snov, 
And itately bull, that, of gigantic riar^ 
Snpreme of rictimB ee Ac aifr lies, 
Batb'd in tbjmcrcd stream eft led the train 
When Some in pemp of triumph 'deck'd the ^ane. 
Here Spring perpetnal leads the laughing Hnirs, 
And Winter -wears a wreath erf sumwer Sowers : 
Th* o'crioaded branch twice fills with buits the year, 
And twice the teMiing flocks tb^ effl^rlng rear. 
Yet here no lion breeds, no tiger 'strays, 
No tempting acmite tlie tMcb betntys, 
No monstrtnt snake A'-unc^ing v«faiine trails 
Or gathers orb en orbfals ii«n scalea. 
But many- a peopled city towers Br<7nnd) 
And many a rcKky cHff with castle crown'd, 
And many an antique wall Whcne lK>»ry brdw 
O'ersbades the flood tlmt guards its btnfc betew. 
Say, shall 1 add, -eDclos'd «n eidtrr aide, 
What seas defend -diee,- 'and what lakes^ divide ? 
Thine, -mighty Latins ? ■ ttr, -with -sm^g waves, 
Where,"fierce as oceiini -rext BenacHs raves ? 
Havens and port*, ^teLticrine'r added mole, 
Seas that enrag'd along their bulwail: rrfl, 
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Where Julian waves reject Ui'indignaDt tide, 
And Tuscan billows down ATernui glide i 
Here brass and ulver ores rich veins expose, 
And pregnant miitea exhaustless gold enclose. 
Kest in thj race, in battle nnsubdu'd. 
The Mar«ao youth, &ai Sabine's hardy brood, 
By strenuous toil the bold Ligurians steel'd, 
And ^ear-arm'd VoUci that disdain to yield : 
Camilli, Marii, Decii, swell thy line, 
And, thunderbolts of war, each Sdpio, thine ! 
Thou Caesar ! chief, whose sword the East o'eipow'ra, 
And the tain'd Indian drives from Roman towers. 
All hai], Ssturkiaa earth '. hail, lov'd of fame. 
Land, rich m fnuts, and men of mighty name ' 
For thee I dare tite sacred founts explc»%, 
For thee, the rale* of ancient art restore, 
Themes, once togbry'rais'd again rehearse, 
And pour throagh Roman towns th* Ascrxan verse. 
Mow learn the strength and colouv of the fields. 
What varying fruits their varying nature yields. 
Know first, th' ungenial hill, and barren land. 
Where steriL beds of hoogry clay expand, 
And thorns and flints deface the rugged earth, . 
Demand the long-liv'd plants, Palladian birth. 
Wild olives there from many a wanton shoot 
Shower the rude berry and BQcultur'd fruit. 
But fertile land, by g^al moisture fed, 
Where the tluck herbaee mats th* exuberant bed> 
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Land, such as wanderers on the mountaiQ brow 
View in tlie shelter'd vale that smiles below, 
O'er whose p'cen bosom many a lively rill 
Rich nurture slreatns from each o'erlianging hilj r 
And plains that to die south their iq>land tifn, 
Anil rear, abhorr'd by ploughs, th' unfruitful fern ; 
There shall large grapes on crowded clusters grow. 
Wines that to gods from golden bowls' o'erflow, 
When the swob) Tuscan pipes th' invoking strain. 
And bending chargers smoke before th< fane> 
Do tender lambs thy pastoral care invite, 
Kine with their calves, or wanton kids delight ? 
Seek far Tarentum's glades aad fertile shores, 
And plains which hapless Mantua stHl deplovesy 
Where silver swans along the Mincio glide, 
And crop the herbage that o'erhangs the tide. 
There, as thy flocks slow wind alotig the vale^ 
No blade shall wither, and do fountain fail, 
Cool dews restore beneath night's transrenr hours 
AU that thy herd each live-long day devours. 

For wheaten harveits Nature points her bed 
Black, rich, and crumbling underneath the tread = 
Such as tlie swains by gradual art prepare. 
And form and feshion by the culturing share ; 
Homeward at nightfall from no hirer plain 
The tir'd ox slowly drags the fretioent wain^ 
Or where rich soil has idly slept unknown^ 
Age after age by forest wilds o'ergrown^ 
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Th' indignant peasant fells tb' nprootcd wood. 
And ancient manuoiiB c£ the ieatlter'd brood ; 
The houtelCM <xilM mjag tjie waste of air, 
Gajr sleams the land neif'^peninK to the share. 

But where th' uneqaal champaign awclb around, 
And Uungry gravel ttarvea the barren grooad, 
There rosemaiy and casia acarce distil 
Sweets for the bee that marmurs round the bill : 
And mouldering Btonss that crunble to decay, [way. 
And chalk where black'ning makes have gnaw'd their 
There lurks in winding caves the serpent bread, 
And gathers pinson from each baletnl weed. 

Where lands light elands uid Tapourotts fog exhale. 
Drink, uid at will witli mists condente the gale, 
Clothe th«r green lap with grass that never fadei^ 
Nor rust the share that cuts their humid blades } 
There shall the olive spread her fnutful race. 
There marriagtaUe vines the ehn embrace ; 
And there, alike indulgent to the iwain, 
GraES feed the flock, or forrows glow wttb grnin. 
Soch the rich land that round fam'd Ca^a lies. 
Such, where Vecuviua* giant heights arise, 
Or where prone Qanins, raging'far and wide. 
Pours o'er Acerrv's w«We it» torrent tide. 

Now mark the rules by sage ejqterlence tried, 
Rules that the>BatiiFe crfeaoh soil decide. 
Seek'st thou to-kaow the land, if danse or rare, 
Thb^fit fyr TUM*, 4b&t'saited to the ihare^i 
£2 
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For Ceres floats with gold the denier plttia, 

And o'er the rare, L,ytta» lovu to reign : 

With careful eye lelect th' appropriate ground. 

There sink in solid earth a pit profound ; 

Then to the land its former soil restore, 

And press with frequent footstep o'er and o'er. 

Sinks the loose jnould beneatli its fprmcr bed I 

There give thy flocks to range, thy vines to ^iread ; 

But if the stuUMm earth its bounds disdain. 

Rise round the pit, and stifitn on the plain^ 

Aloi^ til' obdurate glebe and liog'ring clay 

Break with resistless steers thy forceful way. 

Test of the soil, where bitter salts abound, 

Where never ploughahaTS meliorates the ground. 

Where the vine droops, and fruits, renown'd <^ &n)^ 

Lose, as they fade, their nature and their name : 

Take, where they hung thy smoky roof beneath. 

Strainers and baskets plash'd with osier wreath; 

There heap th' infected earth, and closely tread, 

Mix'd with pure water from the fbunuiu head ; 

Then as the struggling exudations flow, 

Forc'd through the osiers drop by drop below, 

Tlie saturated streams the soil betray. 

And lips, that taste, distorted tarn away. 

Like pitch, close prest, the bt aucrumbUiigHilxI 

Cleaves to the touch, ai^ spreads beneath the hand. 

The humid earth large heriH luxuriant feeds. 

And with rank wildnesl clothes th' uofiuthfitl tnaadsi . 
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Ne'er may be mine tail blades that proudly tow'r, 
And mock the prombe of their Temal hour I 
Their weigHt at once the light and dense betrays; .. 
At once the sight each varyuig hue surveys : 
But cold, that slowly starves th' entrusted birth, . 
Lurks unperceiv'd beneath the doubtful earth, 
Save where tall pines and baleful yews arise, 
And ivy darken'd with funereal dyes. 

Go then, forewam'd, thy timely beds provide, . 
With frequent trenches wound the mountain side. 
To northern galea th' inverted earth expose, 
Long ere tliy fields the tender vines mdose. 
Gay smiles the mellow st»l, where frost and wind 
And Uie strong hand of toil the glebe uiUnnd. 

But cautious swains with more than common care 
Beds, like the soil that bore the shoots, prepare, 
Lest the weak ofbpring, from their mother torn. 
The sudden change and alien nurture mourn. 
Some, where keen Boreas smote, or southern wind 
Foster'd the vemal bloom, ioscribe the rind : 
Each as it stood, again transplanted rear : 
So custom strongly sways the youthful year. 

Seek first if hill or plain. thy vines invite ; 
If rich the plain, there crowded plants unite ; 
If earth unequal swell with slopbg. banks, 
Spread in free space, and range in open ranks : 
Yet not the less in measur'd bounds confine. 
Square the set vines, and station line by line. 



D,g,r,z»-i b, GilOglc 



4C GE0RGIC5.UB00K U. 

As when the Icgmn o'er the |dain afar 
Unfolds its q>readuig c^orts raog^diicir wat. 
When tqipasite in Mms the aqntdron itaud, 
And gleaming steel iride unves o'er all the land i 
Nor yet in CMiflict, shield- has di^'d on shield, 
Nor death defiw'd the j^orj c£ the £eld ; 
But preluding the battle, .ere it bleeds, 
Mars wheels 'mid either hint bis ficatf steeA : 
Thus shall the vineyard, rang'd in graceful . rows. 
No idle pomp to lure the sight expose. 
But every plant ihall equal nurture, share. 
And with like freedom spread its:baug^ in tur. 

Seek'st thou whitt stated depth the trcncbes claim? 
Not one their produce, nor their beds the same. 
Trust to light lu tro wa , trust the.tender vine, 
But, fix'd in earth's deep bed, large trees cnofine i 
Chief, sscului, whose head as hig^ aspires, 
Low as his root to central night retires. 
Vainly the wintry blast invadei his bronr^ 
Vainly the torrnit Aoods bw base bdow : 
Unroov'd he sees round ages Ages rolfd. 
Sees nations perish, aod the world was xA6, 
Wide spreads his vigorous brant^es o'er the plains* 
And on his central tranJc th' o'er shadowing ntasasnstains. 

Where bloom thy vines, no hazel ^owth endMe, 
Nor on their ranks let western suns repose ; 
Nor topmost shoots aek«t, but cull the race 
Where earth-bound plaate the parent stem-embrMc c 
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Nor with blunt knife the gadding teadril wound, 
Nor mix wild olives on their sacred ground. 
For oft, by cai-eleu shepherds left behind, 
Fire lurks unseen beneath the unctuous riod. 
Seizes the truck, smtd the branches soars, 
Sweeps through the blazing leaves, and fiercely roars : 
From bough to bough th' insulting victor spreads, 
Pursues his conquest o'er their tt^roost heads, 
Sieets the whole wood hi fiame, and, upwards driven. 
Blackens the sun, and fills the cope of heaven ; 
Bat chief, whene'ef the rushing blast conspires, 
Cindles each spark, and gathers all thcif fires. 
Ah \ hc^e not from the rAot reviving bloom ! 
No kindred race, ib^l ftourieh from the torab ^ 
Sad 'mid their ashes, o'er the desert strown. 
Stands the wild olive in the waste aliwe. 

Dare not to plant when wintry Boreas blows. 
Leave sullen . irth in andistarb'd repose : 
Shrunk are her frozen pores, and, clos'd with cold. 
Forbid the roo*' 'o pierce th' unyielding mbuld. 
Wait, till, returning on the gale of Spring, 
The snake-fed bird unfolds his silver wing^ 
Or the slope son his flying axle speeds. 
And, ere bleak Winter, Autumn chills the meadt. 

Spring comes, n"w bud the field, the flower, the grore, 
£arth swells, and cU: ,1^ the genial seeds of love : 
£ther, great lord of life, his wings extends, 
And tm the bosom of his bride descends^ 
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With show'rs prolific feeds tiie vast embrace 
That fills all nature, kikI renews her race. 
Birds on their branches hymeneal* sing, 
The pastur'd meads with bridal echoes ring ; 
Bath'd in soft dew, and faun'd by western windo, 
Each field iu boaom to the gale unbinds : 
The blade darea.boldly rise new s^ne beneath, 
The tender vine puts forth her flexile wreath^ 
Aud, freed from sDUtbero blast and nwlhem shower, 
Spreads without fear,, eaeh blossom, leaf, and fiower. 

Yes I lovely ^ricg 1 when rme the world to birtb,- 
Thy genial radiance dswn'd upon the earth. 
Beneath thy balmy aie creatiM grevj 
And no bleak gate on infant Mature bkm 
When herds first dtranh the li^tt, from. Earth's rode bed: 
When first man's iron race uprear'd its hea^ 
When fintt to beasts the wild aad wood wer« ^veo, 
And stars unnundter'd pav'd th' expanse of heaT«n } 
Then as through all the vital q>irit came, 
And the globe teem'd throughout its mighty framcj 
Each tender being, struggling into life, 
Had droop'd beneath the elemental strife, 
But thy mild season^eachextreme between,- 
Soft nurse of Nature, gave the golden mean. 

Are the plants set I protect their Ht&nt rew9i 
Feed with maoare, with nnrturing moidd endue £ . 
Shells in their bed, and apoagf stmes inhume 
To draw the dew down eanh's Imbibing wemb ; 
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Hence ahah each rcM tier llft'Mid Mrafgtli IntAle, 

And catch tlie spiiit of th« genial gak. 

Nor are therciKK, who pandCFeuc'fimsmenU -spread, 

Large stonea anaillc* tfaatpnas dtetr loaded bed, 

Alike to guHTd agaia^ Wnp ta taBB i rain, 

Or shade when Snka deavM tiis thirsty ptaia. 

The ptuAa now fix'd, ih' unwearied work punvc ; 
Oft round (fatir ehelcer'd roots the soil renc w. 
Oft with khorious drag* Hic chtda tuibfaid, 
And 'mid their twtka the stragi^hig hijacks wind ; 
Thra with'Bght i«ed, yttl'i tuSa^ SexJIe spear, 
Ask-pele, and foAf stake,'tfae vbicf ard rear. 
Till the propt tendrils, train'4 frffni Mae<= *<> Btage, 
Crown the tal) ehn, and brare the tempina's rage. 

When the new leaf Id 'SprJng'slnxunanttiitie 
Clothes (he yoang shoot, Oh! ^re its tender prime ; 
And when f he gadding tendril, wildly gay. 
Darts ihto air> andw^gs its wanttm way, 
Indulgent yst the knife's keen edge forbear. 
But nip the leaves,-and'ltgfatea here and there. 
But when in lustf strength theamorous vine 
Clings with strong dioots that M theelm entwine, 
Range with free stMI, exert tyrannic sway, 
Lop therahk bou^, and CFnih th' oxubewtt BjHVf . 

Now With Hiick-woren hedge the vines eMioSe, 
And guai^'ftOR) wsnd'rlng herds their shslter'd rows, 
Chief wben,-w{tH opening foliage newly CrownM, 
The tendrils dtefld tb6 uiiaconstDin*d wound. 
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Not the pmif sun alone, and icy gale, 
But savage buffidoea the shoots assail ; 
There penecnting goats devour the boagba, 
And nibbtiDg sheep and greedy heifers browse. 
Yet, nor the soil with houy Avsta o'erspread, 
Nor SUDS that scorch the mountain's arid head, 
Hurt like the flock, whose veaom'd teeth deface 
The wounded bark, and scar the bleeding race. 
For this the goat, that on the vineyard feeds, 
Victim to Bacchus, on each altar bleeds : 
Fur this the goat first crowu'd the scenic song. 
When rouid their hamlets rov'd th' Athenian throng 
And wild with joy and wine, in grassy plains 
'Hid oily bladders leap'd die bounding swains. 
Nor less Ausontan hinds, the race of Troy, 
Sport la rude rhymes, and shout their tip^ jay ; 
Grim masks of bark deform the lauf^ing band^ 
And, Bacchus ! Bacchus I rings around the land : 
While on high pines his waving figures hun^, 
Float to and fro the breezy boughs ammg. 
Where'er the God his gracioiis front inclines, 
There plenty gushes from the loaded vines, 
Down richer vallies fragrant closters breathe, 
And lulls grew dark their purple weight beneath. 
Then pile the charger, hallow'd oflerings bring ; 
Songs, that our Cithers taught, to Bacchns shig : 
Lead by the horns the goat, and, duly slain. 
Slow roast on hioel q>it« before the fane. 
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Yet other cares to dress the vine reqaire 
Elxhaustless ptiinB, uid huids that never tire. 
If tum'd the ground, thrice urge the yearly t<Hl ; 
Break with bent prongs, and ceaseless work the soil ; 
Lighten the bougjis with leayes Buperfiuoos crowa'd, 
While the long year but rtdls new labours ronnd. 

E'en when at last the north has blown away 
The lonely leaf that shiver'd on the spray, 
Th' unwearied peasant, as his labour ends, 
O'er aU the coming year his care extends, 
Prunes the bare vine, uoblest with fruit, or shade, 
And shapes its future growth beneath the blade. 

First of the swains th' impatient furrow turn, 
First of the swains the shoots superfliuius bum. 
And first beneath thy roof the props repose, 
Last, strip thy -vines at autumn's lingering close. 
Twice, c<Htntless leaves their loaded boughs o'eniuide, 
Weeds and wild brambles twice their beds invade : 
IS such the ceaseless toil, large fields commend ; 
But till'd with care thy bounded portion t«id. 
Go, cut the broom that slioots along the wood. 
And reeds and willows that o'erhang the flood. 
At length thebnL is o'er, the vines are bound, 
The Idunted knife lies idle on the ground ; 
Th' O'erwearied dresser sin^ in sweet repose 
At the last rank where all his labours close ; 
Yet must he turn the soil, and dread lest Jove 
On the ripe dusters rush, and waste the purple grove. 
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Not tortur'd thus to frail and le«ble life, 
The olive slowly grova beneath the knifef 
When once her root has pierc'd the tal below, 
Or genial breesei vuiton'd round her brow. 
Earth, leosen'd hj the spade, with nacasture feeds, 
And fruit unstinted to the plough -socceeds. 
Then go, and, grateiiil for the blest increase. 
With happiest culture rear thv plant of peace. 

Nor less, when once the vigorous dont rise, 
Nature herself the apple's growdi supplies, 
Gives with inteniat strength to dart in air, 
And scorn the littleness of human care. 
On every wood unlabonrd' plenty grows. 
Round each wild nest th' uDCultur'd berry gfann ; 
Th' unconquer'd cytisus, profuse of life, 
^oots from the wouid, and buds beneath the knife ; 
Firs and tall pines throughout the livelong night 
Feed the bright Same, and spread the cheerful HghL 
And doubts ungrateful raan to plant the earth. 
And tend on Nature teeming into birth ? 

Why on sublimcr trees the lay proltmg ? 
Willows and lowly broom demand the song ; 
Their leaves the cattle feed, the shepherd shade ; 
They load with sweeta the bee, and fence the blade. 
Gay waves with box Cytoms' breezy head. 
Grateful the phies o'er dark Narycium spread. 
How sweet to rove 'mid Nature's boundless shade, 
Rich beyond art, and seaming human aid 1 
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Unfruitful woods that crest Cancuean hei^ta, 
Woods whose shent brow th' unwearied whirlwind smites, 
Give pines that spread the canvass o'er the main, 
Cedar and cypress that the dome sustainj 
Form the swift spokes, and orb the solid wheel, 
And cut the stormy brine with crooked keel. 
Wreaths for thy vines the pliant willow weaves, 
Elms for thy flock dJfiiise their nurturing leaves ; 
Thy spear a myrtle, dart a cornel grew ; 
Bend for thy bow the Ityrcaii yew. 
^ooth box and polish'd lime the lathe demand, 
And shape their patient forms beneath thy hand ; 
Light alders that o'erhuog Po's shadowy side 
Launcb'd on her bosom down the torrent glide ; - 
Bees in the sheltering bark embosom'd dwell, 
Or hide in hollow oaks their murmuring cell. 
And shall with these the Bacchic gifts compare, 
Source of mad discord and infuriate war ? 
Bacchus the Centaur feast with slaugbtei* crown'd, 
And red with blood the goblet hurl'd around. 

Ah ! happy swain '. ah 1 race belov'd of heaven ! 
If known thy bliss, how great the blessing given l 
For thee just Earth from her prolific beds 
Far from wild war spontaneous nurture sheds. 
Though nor high domes through all their portals wide 
Each mom disgorge the flatterer's refluent tide ; 
Though nor thy gaze cm gem-wrooght cdumns rest, 
The brazen bust, and gold-embroider'd vest ; 



D,g,r,z»-i h, CoOgW 



54 6E0RGICS^.BOOK IL 

Nor poisoning Tyre iby snowy flcccn soil, 
Kor CBsia Uiot thy nncomq)ted oil j 
Vet peace is thine, and life that knows no chang;?, 
And various wealth in Nature's boundless range, 
The grot, the living fount, the umbrageoas glade, 
And sleep on banks of moss beneath the shade ; 
lliine, all of tame and wild, in lawn and fields 
That paslur'd plains or savage woodlands yield : 
Content and patience youth's long tuls assuage, 
Repose and reverence tend declining age : 
I'here Gods yet dwell, and, as she fled mankind. 
There Justice left her last lone trace behind. 

Me first, ye Moses ! at whose hallow'd bne 
Led by pure love I consecrate my strain. 
Me ddgn accept ! and to my search unfold 
Heaven and her host io beauteous order rdl'd, 
Th' eclipse that dims the golden orb of day. 
And changeful labours of the lunar ray ; 
Whence rocks the earth, by what vast force the ma 
Now bursts its barriers, now subsides again j 
Wby wintry sons in ocean swiftly fade, 
Or what delay retards night's lingering shade. 
But if cbiU blood restrain th' ambitious flight. 
And Nature veil her wonders from my sight. 
Oh may I yet, by fame forgotten, dwell 
By gushing fount, wild wood, find shadowy dell ! 
Oh lov'd Sperchean plains, Taygetian heights. 
That ring ta virgin choirs in Bacchic rites ! 
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Hide me some God, where Hcmaa' vales extend, 
And boundless shade and soUtude defend t 

How blest Ute s&ge ! whose soul can pierce each udm 
Of changefiil Nature, and her wondrous laws : 
Who tramples fear beneath his foot, and braves 
Fate, and stern death, and hell's resounding waves. 
Blest too, who knows each God that guards the svaiiif 
Pan, old Sylvanus, and the Dryad train. 
Not the proud &scei, nor the pomp of kings. 
Discord that bathes in kindred Uood her wings { 
Not arming Istrians that on Dacia iall, 
IViomphant Rom^ and kingdoms doom'd to fall, 
Envy's wan gaze, or pi^ bleeding tear. 
Disturb the tenonr of bis calm career. 
From frnitful orchards and spontaneous fielA 
He culls the wealth that willing Katare yields, 
Far from the tumult of the maddening bar. 
And iron justice, and forensic war. 

Some vex with Tostlesa oar wild sesi untnown. 
Some rush on death, or criege around the throne ; 
Stem warriors lien; beneath tbeiy footsteps tread - 
The realmtbat reftr'd them, and the hearth that fed. 
To quaff from gems, and lull to transient rest 
The wouiMl tltat bleeds beneath th« Tyrian vest.- 
Th^se brood with sleepless gsize otr buried gold, 
The rostru^n A^e with raptur'd trance behold^ 
Or wonder wIma repeated plaudits raise 
'Mid pet^led theatres the shout of praise s 
V2 



I, Google 



These witb grim jof, by c^tU discord led> 
And Btaiii'd in battle* irliiere « brother Ued, 
From tikeir iwcet baMfiboM bcarth kk esilc tomrh 
Aod seek bencotb new nos « ibreisn iKnne. 
The peuut ytaaly i^ousbs hb n&tnc soil ; 
The buds that Uest hi* fiitiwn bound hi* VM, 
Siutain his herd, bii couatiy'a wenltit incrcMe* 
And see his children's ebildrea sprnt ia peace. 
Each change of sesBMiB lead* new plentf round ; 
Now Umb*, and kid* tdaog the meadow boond* 
Now eveiy fbrroir Ibads with cem tiw piaJD, 
Fruit* bend the boiq^ and gamen bunt itith gf^a ; 
Or where with purple haes tbc v^iaad ftowsr 
Autumnal suns on mrilowbig {tajpca rqxnc. 
His swine return at winter^ erenniK honrs, 
Gorg*d yijth. the mast that eve^ fcrest showers : 
For him the arbuts reddens su the wood, 
And mills press £i>rtU the olive's .gMhing flood ; 
Chaste loye his housriiold guards, and miod im knees 
Fond in&ats climb the fotvmosx kiw to «eiws i 
Kine from their guibii« udders ■wetar.i^wd. 
And wantop kids high toas tbcir buttins btsd. 
He too, a.t tiotes, where flames the rustic bIgrb^ 
And, rai^d around, bis gay sompeers reGlioc* 
In gra^ul leiturc oa stMne featire dfty 
Stretch*d oo the tmi d«l%btft ^» Us^Jto la^> 
To loose from care hts diaencombsr'd mh3. 
And hail tbee» Bacchus 1 o'er the cirdioE boitl t 
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Or an the elm the javeUa'a mark anspend. 
Where for the jM-iie hi& hard/hinda contend, 
Bare their hnge bodiei, and, iintaii|iht to yieU, 
To wrestlhig Uuls provcdte the challeng'd field. 
Such vaa the life that ancient Sabmes chose ; 
Thus Rome's twin foooders, thus Etruria rose > 
Thus Rome herself, o'er all on earth renoxni'd, 
Rome, -whose seven hiUiher towery wolli surround; 
Such, ere Dictxui Jove's new sceptre rejgn'd. 
And slaughter'd bulla the unhallow'd banquet itain'U, 
Snch was the life on earth that Saturn knew, 

Ere mortals trembled as the tnunpet blew» 

Or started at the anvQ mig a&r^ 
When datterkig hammers shap'dthe sword of war. 
Bvt DOW, at leng^ o'erpast the txinndless plain. 

Freed bota the car the nDoki&e steeds unreiiL, 
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ARGUMENT OF THE "^IRD BOOK. 

Virgil begini tUU Book, on the breeding of uttle, b; aii' 
nouncing hii intention of linging Falei, the Coddeas of 
•hepherdt, «nd Apollo, who fed the herds of Admetns on 
the bmka of the Amphrytiu — He obflervei that fabulous 
taki, the famiUar themes of ever; poet, pall b; repetition ; 
Mtd that be •hall endeaTour to kmi bej'ond the track of imi- 
tatort, and bring new palma to hia natire Mantua, by cele- 
brating actions founded on truth, the Tictoiies of the Ro- 
man*, and the triumphal honouri of Augustus — This inten- 
tion be conveys under a sublime allegory of the apotheosis 
of Augustus, and of the games vhich he hinnelf propose* 
to institute in honour of his dirinlty— In the mean while he 
obeys the command of Mxcenas, and continues bis rural 
theme— The Poet now regotarljp enters on his aubject, by 
enumerating the marks of a cow best qualified for a breeder 
—mentions, that the like care is necessatj in the selection 
of a colt, to form the future stallion— points out his charac- 
teristics, and remarks on the importance of the vif^ur of his 
foutli — tbence, in an animated deacriptiiHi of a chariot-race, 
he dwells on the ardour aud ipiritof the contending animals 
—This leads him to the mention of the iuTentor of chariots, 
and of those who first tamed the boric for the purposes of 
riding — He now delivers particular precepts concerning the 
difFerent methods of preparing the male and female breed- 
ers — thence he mentions the necessity of peculiar care and 
tenderness in tbe treatment of the pregnant animals — From 
their treatment in that state he natorsllj proceeds to that of 
tbe young s and, chiefly, in this place, of the calres — shows 
bow they are to be gradually trained for draught and tiBag« 
— He then gives instructions relstive to the rearing of colta, 
either ibr war or the course— This gives occasion to an im- 
portant remark on the necessity of keeping the sexes apart. 
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till their strength is coDSrmed — The fittl effect of the neg- 
lect of thi* precept exemplified in bulls — thdr fight dctcrib- 
ed— He Dow iuitances in other uumal*, wid in the humut 
•pccies, the riolcnce of this puMon common to aU—The 
subject of bulla. and honet being concluded, be enteraon 
that of sheep and goats — dwells on the peculiu cue which 
they require in winter — on their excellence uid utility — 
bow they tre to be managed in warm westhei>— This easily 
leads to a digression on the lAbym shepherds wandering with 
their flocks orer l>oundleii plains ; and to this description he 
contrasts that ofthe cattle and climate of Scythia— He now 
fpyes directions concerning wool and the choice of sheep, 
and chiefly of the ranu — of the nourishment proper for 
sheep kept for milk — The csre of sheep leads him to that of 
dogs, the defenders of the fold — Thence he proceeds to 
mention the injuries to which cattle are subject — snakes and 
serpents, and particularly dwells on one that haunts the Ca- 
labrian woods — He then notices the diaesfies of sheep and 
their remedieg — and describes at large a plague which laid 
■waste the regions about the Alps — its effects on calfes, 
swine, horses, bulls— traces its progress through earth, sea, 
and air ; and concludes this highly-wrou^t detail with the 
miserable death of those who dared to handle the infbcted 
Beece ot bide. 



D,g,r,z»-i h, Google 



0,...,, Google 



G E O R G I C S. 



1 HOU too, great Pales ! and the heavenly swain 
That -watch'd tV AmphTysiaD herd, demand the stn 
And jK vild woods that boar Lycxus shade, 
And Btreams that feed Arcadia's verdant glade. 
Trite themes, from age to age by poets song, 
Pall as their echoes float from tongue to tongue. 
Who knows not stem Euiystbeus, and thy fane, 
Busiris ! died with blood of strangers slain i 
Latonian Delos, Hylas' youtbiul grace, 
The promis'd bride that nrg'd the Pisan race, 
Pekps by ivory shoulder rais'd to fame, 
And high equestrian skill that crown'd his name I 
J too will boldly strive my flight to raise, 
And, wlng'd by victory, catch the gale of praise. 

I first, from Pindus' brow, if life remain. 
Will lead the Muses to the Latian ^ain, 
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For thee, m; native Mantua ! twine the wreath, 

And bid the palm of Idumxa breathe. 

Nearthe pure stream, amid the the green champaign^ 

I first will rear on high the marble fane, 

Where with slow bend broad Minuo's waters itraj, 

And tall recd« tremble o'er hii shadowy way. 

High in the midst great Cxsar's form divine, 

A present God, shall consecrate the shrine. 

For him my robes shall flame with Tyrian dye, 

Wing'd by four steeds my hundred chariots fly. 

All Greece shall scorn her &m'd Olympian field; 

Here lash the courser and the czstus wield. , 

I, I myself will round my temples twine 

The olive wreath, aoddedc with gifta the shrine. 

E'en now the solemn pomp I joy to lead, 

E'en now I see the sacred heifers bleed. 

Now view the tombg icenes, and now behold 

Th' inwoven Britons lift the puqjie fold. 

There on the ivory gates with gold embost, 

My slcill shall sculpture the Gargarian host, 

And o'er the foe, in radiant mail array'd, 

Quirlnus poising his victorious blade. 

Here the vast Mile shall wave with war, and there 

Columns of naval brass ascend in air. 

Niphatei here, there Asia's captive towers. 

And Parthia's flight conceal'd in arrowy showers : 

From different nations double trophies torn, 

And from each shtav Rome twice in triumph borne. 
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There busts shall breathe, and Parian statnea trace 
From aire to sod Jove's Itrng-descendins race : 
Asaaracus and Tros shall lead the liDe, 
And CynthiuB architect of TTOjr divine. 
Envy shall there th' aveoi^ng Furies dread, 
The titjfpAD lake with flaminK sulphur fed, 
The racking wheel, Ixitm's snaky coil, 
And the rebounding rock's eternal toil. 

Meanwhile, Mxceuas! by tbj Genius fir'd, 
I dare the arduous task by thee insptr*d ; 
Through woods aud lawns untrodden urge my way, 
While murmuring Dryads chide the long delay. 
Oh come ! Cithxron shouts her mountains o'er, 
Rous'd by Taygetian hounds deep echoes roar, 
The neighing steeds o'er Epidaunu bound, 
Rock rings to rock, and woods to woods resound. 
Erelong, my voice, attun'd to loftier lays, 
Shall swell tV adventurous song to Cxsar's praisef 
His glowing battles consecrate to fame, 
And spread from age to age the Julian nams. 

Does Fame for Pisa's palm the courser rear, 
Or Labour yoke for wealth the vigoorous steer, 
With prescient care the destiu'd mother trace. 
And form'd like her expect the promis'd race. 
If curling horns their crescent backward bend. 
And bristly hairs beneath, the ear defend. 
If on her knee the pendulous dew-lap float, 
Large front, and brawny neck vast strength denote : 
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If length'ning flanlcs to boundless measure spread, 
Fierce her roi^h look, and bold her bull-like head. 
If snowy spots her mottled body stain, 
And her indignant brow the yoke disdain, 
With taS. wide sweeping, as she stalks, the dews ; 
Thus, lofty, large, and long, the mother choose. 

Crown the fourth year with hymeneal flowers : 
Age, ere the tenth, laments its languid powers. 
Inglorious cares the dregs of Ufe infest, 
Unfit for labour, and by love unblest. 
In youth's full force, by glowing pleasure led. 
Loose the fierce savage to the genial bed ; 
There let him leare, ere yet to death resign 'd, 
Some bold memorial of hia strength behind. 
Swift fades our j<^ful prime s 'tis fled aWay ; 
Close (HI its wings, pant uckness, sore itecay, 
Relentless pains that lingering life cMisume, 
And age, that calls on death to close the tomb. 
Haste, as thy herds thus sicken, droop, and die, 
Still with new tides the stream of life supply. 
Prevent their loss, a race successive rear. 
Nor mourn with vain regret time's fleet career. 

Choose with like care the courser's generous breed. 
And from his birth prepare the parent steed. 
As yet a colt he stalks with lofty pace. 
And balances bis limbs with flexile grace: 
!■ irst leads the way, the threatening torrent braves, 
And dares the unknown arch that spans the waves. 
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Light on liis aiiy crest his slender head, 
Hii belly short, his loins luxuriant qtread : 
Muacle oa muscle knots his brawny breast, 
Mo fear alarms him, nor vain shouts molest. 
But at the clash of arms, his ear afar 
Drinks the deep sound, and vibrates to the war s 
Flames from each nostril roll in gather'd stream, 
His quivering limbs with restless motion gleam, 
O'er his right shoulder, floating full and fair, 
Sweeps his thick mane, and spreads its pomp of hair t 
. Swift works his double spine, and earth around 
Rings to hb solid hoof that wears the ground. 
Such ardent Cy Uarus, whose rage restrain'd 
Foam'd on the Ut by ^arCan Pollux rein'd : 
Such the fam'd steed* that whirl'd Pelides' car^ 
And o'er the battle wmg'd the Cod of war ; 
And such the shape, that erst the God disguis'df 
When Saturn Sed, by jealous rage surpris'd: 
Loose in the gale his mane luxuriant play'd. 
And Pelion echoed as the courser neigh'd. 
But when with age, or loog disease opprest,. 
Hide him at home in not ingloricns rest :. 
Release the veteran, from the toil remove^ 
Mor urge reluctant to laborious love ; 
Vain rage, that flashes with delusive fires,. 
And, like the stubble, Uazes and expires. 
Then, chief, ihelr years, and dauntless spirit trace,. 
What breed ennobles, and what honours grace, 
C2 



i.,<,,r,:^i i„ Google 



M •B0ROICS.-JKX)K UI. 

If victory's {^Drious prize their apced inflamPv 

Or how, when conquer'd noki their crest witU shame. 

Swift at the ^nal, Id ! the chariots bovnd, 
And borsting throt^h the barriers sme the ground. 
Now with high hope erect the drivers dart, 
Now fear exhausts their palpitating heart. 
Prone o'er loose reins they lash th' extended steed. 
And ttke wing'd a>Ie flames beneath their speed. 
Now, low they vanish from the achbg eye, 
Now soar in air, and seem to gain the sky. 
Where'er they rush along the hidden ground, 
Dust in thick whirlwinds darkens all around. 
Each presses each : in clouds from all belund. 
Horse, horsemen, chariots tbuodering in the wind. 
Breath, flakes of foam, and sweat from every pOT« 
Smoke in the gale, and stream the victor o'er. 
Thus glorbus thirst of praise their spirit fires. 
And shouting victory boundless strength inspires. 

Bold ErichthoniuB first four coursers y<^'d, 
And urg'd the chariot as the azle smok'd. 
The skilful Lapithx first taught to guide 
The moiHited steeds, and rein their temper'd pride^ 
Taught under arms to prance, and wheel around, 
Press their proud steps, and pav th' insulted growniL 
Alike their labours, and alike they claim 
Yonth^ boundless force aitd unabated flame. 
Ah! vain in age that Argos' vaunted breed 
Bore for triun^>hant palms th' exulting steed. 
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Hiat oft he chas'd the foe, or daioi'd his birth 
From Neptune's race, that burst the womb of earth. 

The choice once fixt, each pleasiDg care emplcf, 
And rear the pamper'd lire for bridal j<^. 
Cut for hb food freah ^rass that tufts the mead, 
Swell with rich grain, to |;uihiDg fountains lead, 
Lest the sweet toil his languid limbs o'erpower. 
And a weak race betray th' nngenial hour. 
But when connubial jojrs new paaiion fire. 
By famine tame the bride's intense desire. 
From pampering food and gushing fount restrain. 
Tire in the sun, and press along the plain, 
IVhen groans the bam beneath the dusty flail, 
And the wing'd chaff l^ht flies before the gale : 
Then hymeneal Gods the rites approve, 
And crown with blest increase the joys of loTe. 

Now, to the mother turn each tender care. 
Ah ! sooth her weakness, And the birth prepare. 
Toke not her neck by lightest toil subdu'd. 
Nor give to rove the wild for scanty food. 
To leap o'er rugged ways, or rashly breast 
The flood that presses on her panting chest 
'Mid silent lawns and lonely pastures feed, 
Where moss and grass luxuriant clothe the mead, 
FuH rivers lave the margin of the glade, 
And sheltering caves and cooling rocks o'ershadc. 

Through Klarua' groves, or where dark ilea sheds 
The grateful gloom that o'er Albuntus spreads. 
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The gad-fl}' sounds th' alarm ; beneath tier wine 
The breeze shriU whuzes, and the forests ring : 
Wild from their woods whole herds infuriate bounds 
Air bellowft, aad Tanagria's rocks resound. 
Such was the monster that honi'd lo drove. 
And, wing'd from hell, aveng'd the wifeof Jjove. 
Oh liide your pregnant herd, nor give te stray 
What time the fury winds her nooulide way j. 
But feed when first the sun-beam gilds the plain. 
Or Mesper leads along his starry train. 

The birth now o'er, thy calves new cares create ; 
Mark with hot brand their race and destiu'd fate. 
Religion, these shall doom to grace her shnne j 
These, taming labour to the yoke incline ; 
These, Hymen rear to renovate the bi-eed ; 
The rest, at pleasure, graze the verdant mead. 
If labour claim, from tender childhood traia 
To bear the burthen, and the yoke sustain. 
First with loose wreath of pliast osier deck, 
And circle, as ia sport, their playful neck. 
Bat when the steers, thus tam'd beneath thy sway. 
Yield their fiee strength, and willingly obey, 
Each well^natch'd pair in withy collars place, 
And balance, step by step, their eq^ual pace : 
Oft let them draw, uuforc'd, the empty wain,, 
And ligtuly press the level of the plain j 
Then, yok'd to brazen poles, their vigour goad, 
While beechen axles groan beneath the load. 
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„~ Mot vith IrCBh grmsa alone, or inarahy weed, 
™- Or willowy leaves, the race unbroken feed ; 

,„ j( Still with their growth their risbg strength suitain, 
And strew with lavish hand the golden grain. 
Nor thou, as once our ruder sires of old, 

t^ In flowing pails their plunder'd milk withhold, 

J, Dare not kind Nature's liberal source restrain, 
But let their lips at will the mother drain. 

' But if Bellona claim impetuoui steeds. 

And press to victory where the battle bleeds, 

^ Or Fame, where Alpheus laves the field of Jove, 

. Urge the wing'd car amid tb' Olympian grove ; 
Flash on his in&nt eye the blazing shield. 
Poor on his ear the thunder of the field, 
Sound the shrill trumpet, roll the iron car, 
And rattle o'er his stall the reins of war ) 
Teach him to love thy praise, and proudly stand, 
And arch his crest beneath thy flattering hand. 
Wean'd from his dam, yet weak in youthiiil year 
llius train'd to martial sounds the courser rear ; 
Sooth with soft reins, nor dare hia lip to wound 
Till summer rolls her fonrth-rev<driag round. 
Then wheel in graceful orbs hie pac'd career, 
Let step by step m cadence strike the ear, 
His flexile Umbs in curves alternate prance. 
And seem to labour as they slow advance : 
Then give, nncheck'd, to fly with loosen'd rein, 
Challenge the winds, and wing th* uaprinted ptoin. 
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Thus BoreM> nuhbg fierce from Scythia's cout, 
Bears on bis wiog* dark Winter'a gather'd host : 
The unduUting fields and billowy grain 
Float in the breeie that bristles all the plain ; 
The high voodi roar, long surges swell the deep, 
While his fleet wings at once the earth and ocean sweep^ 

Round Elis' course, thus rcar'd, the victor steed 
Shall foam with blood, and triumph in his speed. 
Or, fearless nishinf 'mid the ranks of war, 
O'er routed armies wheel the Bclgic car. 
Now, train'd to will, and pliant to command, 
Let generous grain his growing strength expand i 
The pamper'd steed, ere tam'd, each blow disdains, 
Scorns the harsh curb, and grinds the galling reins. 

But, to confirm their force, in youth remove 
Thy steeds, and bullocks from destructive love. 
Banish the bull in distant dells unseen, 
Where rivers spread their torrent tide between^ 
Where intervening rocks prone cl)f& oppose. 
Or lonely stalls his sullen strength enclose. 
He views the bride, each look new pasuon fires. 
Slow wastes hu strength, and melts with vain desires. 
When noontide flames, fbr^tful of the shade, 
His restless footsteps bruise th' untasted blade ; 
And oft her wanton look and wily charm 
The rival challengers to battle arm. 
The beauteous heifer indolently roves. 
And feeds at leisure 'raid luxuriant groves : 
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Onward thejr rush, and froni alternate blows 

Dark blood throngh gushing wounds the earth o'erftows. 

Float clash'd on front their battering horns rebouod, 

Olympus bellows, and the woods resound. 

The combat o'er, insatiate rage remains. 

The vanqgish'd exile roams o'er distant plains ; 

Mourns o'er his shame, and each ignoble scar, 

That marks th' insulting victor's might in war. 

And much he mourns, sad wanderer, fbrc'd to rove, 

In battle unaveng'd, and lost to love. 

And leave, oft turning ere he quits the plain, 

The native honours of his proud domain. 

Henc« by long toils collecting all his might 

He diciplines his streogtH to wage the fight : 

Wears throu{;h each sleepless night his rocky bed, 

And strays all day on prickly mshea fed : 

Now tries, contending 'gainst th' invaded oak, 

His iron bams, and batters Etn^e by stroke ; 

Butts at the wmd, and with impatient hoof, 

Prelude of battle, whirls the earth aloof; 

Then, gathering all his vigour, seeks his foe, 

Drives unexpected on, and Itfvels at a blow. 

Thus faintly seen along the distant deep, 

Gleams the white wave, and heaves its surgy sweep, 

Swells as it rolls, "mid bellowing caverns roars, 

And bursts a mountain on the delug>d aliores : 

Vei'd ocean Iwils, and, high in columns driven, 

Whirls the dark sand, and clouds the ftice cS heaven. 
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Thus all that 'wings the air and cleavea the flood, 
Herdi that or graze the plain or baunt the wood, 
Rush to like flames, when kiodred pasuons more, 
And man and brute obey the power of lore, 
The headlong litmess by frenzy stung, 
Then fiercer roams, regardless of her young : 
Ttien hideous bears with slaughter strow the wood ; 
Then the gtim tigress rages, gorg'd with blood ; 
And where 'mid Libyan sands the wanderers strayj 
Woe 1 to the traveUer on his lonely way. 
Lo! where the steeds, all wild with joy, inhale 
The well-known scent, and qniver in the gale ; 
Them nor fierce blows, rnde bit, or galling rein, 
Not interposing crags or cliffs restrain. 
Nor floods that wear the rock's o'erhanging sides. 
And whirl the mountains down their torrent tides- 
Prone darts the boar from deep Sabcllian shadet, 
Whets bis fierce tusks, the batter'd earth invades. 
Wears the gnarl'd oak, and rubbing to and fro, 
Steels his tough shoulders, and invites the blow. 

What dares not ardent youth, when love inspires, 
BoUs in his blood, and pours uasated fires '. 
Lonely at midnight, when the tempest raves, 
Fearless he flings his bosom to the waves : 
Above dire thunder rolls, seas boil below. 
Round his pale h«ad portentous lightnings glow j 
Nor heaven, nor seas, nor roaring winds appal, 
Nor billows breaking on the rocks recaU, 
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Nor bis deterted parents' boding cry. 
Nor on his corse the virgin doom'd to die. 

Why should I sing how fiirious dogs engage, 
Wars that fierce wolves and spotted lynxes wage, 
Or how, each native fear by love subdu'd, 
Stags dash their antler'd brows, and bathe in blood i 
But chief unbounded rage the mare inspires, 
Venus herself there centres all her fires; 
Such, at erst rag'd, when Potnian coursers tore 
Sad GtaucuB* limbs, and died their jaws in gore. 
Love o'er Gargarian heights, Ascanian waves, 
Climbs the steep mountain, and the torrent braves ; 
In spring-tide most, when kindling Nature reigns, 
And warmth reviving throbs in fuller veins. 
Lo ! on the mountain brow the mares inhale 
With fiery lip soft Zephyr's amorous gale ; 
And oft, ilnwedded, pregnant with the wind, 
Scour o'er the clif^, and leave the vales behind : 
Not where bright Enrus blows, they shape their flight, 
Not where the sun first pours the golden light, 
But where Iceen Boreas dwells, or Auster shrouds 
Heaven's gloomy cope, and chills with weeping clouds ; 
There, while the genial warmth their bosom fills. 
The sovereign philter, drop by drop, distils, 
That, mi2t with herbs, aod crown'd with baleful spell, 
Pluck'd by vile stepdames, drugs the bowl of hell. 

But time irreparable flies away, 
While in the maze of love we fondly str ^y. 
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Cease we of her^s— ;new themes new cares require ; 
Roi^h goats and fleeejr floqks the sopg in^ire : 
Roug^ goaXa and fipck^ ye swaips, dup notice claim ; 
Here fix your labours, here aspire to fanie. 
I, concious of the toil, will strive to raise 
The lowly themp, and grace with labour'd l^ys : 
Tranc'd by sweet love, o'er unfrequented heightSi 
Where no smooth trace to Castaly invites, 
I pierce the wild by piortal foqt uotrod, 
And lonely commune witfi th" Ionian God. 

Now, veneralile Pales ! raisp the song : 
Goddess: to thee the pastoral l^ys belong. 
First I ordain the fodder'd sheep to feed 
In sheltering cotes till summer shades the mead; 
Oft o'er the rugged earth fresh stubble spreMi 
And litter frequept fern beneath their' tread, 
Lest piercing ice the tender cattle wound, 
Cramp their chill limbs, and spread ctmtagirai round. 
Next to the goats I turn : the arbute bring, 
And draw fresh water from the fountain spring, 
-An'l, fenc'd from bitter blasts, tlieir stalls oppose 
Where full the noon-tide sun in winter glows. 
When cold Aquarius, as he quits the sphere. 
Turns his prone urn, and floods4}ic parUng year. 

Swains ! tend the lowly goat : though scom'd of fame. 
Their useful breed no slight protection claim. 
Let rich Miletus vaunt her fleecy pride, 
And weigh with gold her robes in purple dy'd, 
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Tbou teU thy goats, what countless swarms abound ! 
ho I milk in gushing tides o'erflows the ground ! 
Th« more th' insatiate palls netf loads demand, 
New floods eshaustlesg froth benealh thy hand. 
Cloth'din their shaven beards and hoary hair, 
Fence of the ocean spray, and nightly air, 
The miserable seaman breasts the main. 
And camps nninjur'd press the marshy plain. 
By day, unwatch'd, they crap their distant food, 
Thorns of the rock, and brakes that ahag the wood, 
Mindful at night return without a guide, 
And lead their kids that bound on either side. 
While their swoln dugs, distended with their store, 
Scarce pass the threshold of thy shelt'rtng door . 
The less th«r wants, the more each want supply, 
Nor with harsh scorn their little claims deny ! 
Oh ! shield them from the ice and drifting snows, 
Beneath thy roof their tender limbs repose, 
Scatter their syWan food, nor day by day 
Reluse, all winter long, their d<de of hay. 
When Spring invites, and Zephyr fans the mead, 
Alike both flocks to glades and pastures lead, 
While the bright star, fair harbinger of day. 
Gems the gray rime that silvers o'er their way. 
Fresh the fair prime, and sweet at remat dawn 
To sip the dew-drops that Impearl the lawn. 
But when the sun's bright beams fierce radiance fiing. 
And the loud woods «ith shrill cicadas ring, 
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Haste, to deep wells and spreading waters guide, 
Or oaken troughs by living rills supplied. 
When noon-tide flames, down cool Ecquester'd glades 
Lead, where some giant oak the dell o>ershades, 
Or where the gloom of manj an ilex throws 
The sacred darkness that invites repose. 
When sinks the sun beneath die purple main^ 
Rills and refreshing meads delight again ; 
Then Vesper stilly breathes the temperate gale, 
Cool dewy moon-beams gleam along the vale, 
Responsive shores tbe halcyon's note prolong, 
And woodland echoes swell the Imnet's song. 

Why should my verse recount the Libyan swains, 
And huts thin strown along the wide champaigns i 
Morn after mom, and night succeeding night, 
Through all the changes of the lunar light, 
Where-e'er their flocks 'mid houseless deserts str&y. 
And wander o'er th' illimitable way. 
The Libyan shepherds bear, as on they roam, 
Their arms, their dog, their bow, their God, their home. 
Not otherwise, in arms, untaught to yield, 
Rome's burden'd scddiers seek the iron field. 
And fin, ere fame's swift voice prevents their way, 
'Mid unsuspecting hosts thrir war array. 

But where Mcotis Scythia's waste divides. 
And turbid Ister rolls his yellow tides, 
And Rbod(^}e, o'er many a realm outspread. 
Turns to the pole, and bends her craggy bed } 
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Hiere stalls enclose th« herds that never itray, 
No grass the field, no kiavn tlie wood arraj', 
But earth lies hid by i1^ Otift^ oppf edt, 
And snow, seTMells in height, deforms her breast 
There blasts *ai ftiteze, and winter, ever dwCll; 
Mist and etenial fog the sun repel ; 
Whether his fiery st«eds lugh heaven ascend, 
Or westering to the waTt, lus harlot bend. 
Prone floAds suspended in mid course congeal, 
Fix'd ocean rattles to the iroiv wheel, 
Where toBsing vesseH croas'd the trillowy maia, 
O'er the sAooth i6e swift glides the loaded wain ; 
Brass snaps in suader, and &' infoldiilg yttt 
Hardms like lAail, and stiKns on ^e breast, 
lliere crystsd chains at once whole pools confine. 
And hatchets cleave the coagetated wine; 
Breath palpable to touch at tnice descends, 
And rigid ice from matted beards depends. 
Meanwhile o'er all the air siiows press on snows, 
And the lai^e limbs of statdiett bulb enclose ; 
Numb'dwKhnew weight, and preSs'd in droves, die deer 
Scarce e'er the mass their topmost antlers rear'; 
Nor toils their flight impede, nor hounds o'ertake. 
Nor plumes of purple Aye their fears awake ; 
But while in vain, beneath the load opprest. 
They hea»e the mount that gathers on their breast, 
Them, front to front, it wiH the murderers slay, 
Sbout to their groans, and bear the spoil away. 
H 2 
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There, while delv'd caves their shelter'd limba enclose. 

The hords ^tt careksa indolence repose. 

O'er fires undying oaks gigantic raise, 

And sconi the distant sun's forgotten blase, 

Mock -with harsh fruit the grape's nectareoos bowls, 

While half the year one long carousal rolU. 

Beneath the polar sky's keen fiiry cast, 

Cut by the snow and rude RiphKftn blast, 

Shagg'd with the yellow skins that srown'd their chaac. 

Thus live the wild bartwrians' lawless race. 

Is wool thy care i from thorns the flock restrain, 
The wood too ro^h, and too luinriant plain ; 
Soft let the fleece in ^Tcr tresses Sow, 
And fviT the sire as fiakes of falling snow : 
But if dark hues his' ttxigue uid palate- stains 
Drive the lone exile from thy ^Krtless train, 
Lest the dim blemish that the^ire deffl'd 
Infect the fleece, and taint the motley child. 
Thus once, if rightly bards the song attune, 
Pan wav'd the snowy wool that lur'd the Moon ; 
Nor when the wanton woo'd thee to the grove, 
IKdst thon, fair Cynthia ! scorn the bribe of love. 

Is milk thy care i the frequent lotus fling, 
And fragrant cytisns that breathes of spring ; 
Salt the fun crib ; the flock, with salt supplied. 
Shall slightly temper the nectareous tide, 
With keener thirst seek rills that never &il, 
And load with ceaseless iti-earas th' o'erflowmg pail. 
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Some frcm ibta dams the uicUing kid> restntin, 
And roumd their lips the irm miuEzle chain. 
Milk, that the dawn and daily houra afibrd, 
Crowns, press'd at night, the shepherd's frugal board : 
Each mom, ^m nightly milk &eih cheeses made, 
Borne to near towns supply their barterit^ trade ; 
Or plac'd apart, and slightly salted o'er. 
For wintry feasts provide a plenteous ttore. 

Nor slight thy iogij on whey the mastift feed, 
MolossiaD race, and hounds of ^artan breed ; 
Beneath their sleepless eye repose m peace, 
Vo w(d^ the ^epberd gone, shall thia tliy Beece, 
No thief t^ nif^t invade diy lonely home. 
Nor round thy Iiaunts the wild Iberiau roam. 
Go, the fleet hare and fiying hind pnrsne, 
Rous'd from deep fens the bristly boar tubdne. 
Urge the tall stag along th' aerial height. 
And, shooting, press within tl^ ttula his flighL 

With cedar scent the funigated walls. 
And search with galbannm th' infected stalls. 
Hid by huge crito, unseen rf every eye, 
There, death to touch, insidious vipcri lie ; 
There lurk, familiar to the household shed, 
Snakes that on herds and flocks swift person ^read- 
Haste, haste ! with ponderous stones and clubs of oak 
Crush his fierce crest ^riung to the stn^e. 
Now wliile he threats, and hissing to the fight 
Swells his vast seek, and towers his balanc'd htight. 
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Lo 1 wheft the pen, in mddeti itettut fi«d, 
While earth htts elM'd en hi« iHglotiina hexdj 
SUacks his mid ftMtf and, lengfh'nhig dl Ul ipifA, 
With grkdul trKil the laM loobe ton i«tireK 

Bennitit the ctfrert of Calabrii's dnde 
A baleful aerpent hnmts the wooA«i«d ({Mfe, 
High rolls hii scal^ bnA, and nranr a ttaiw 
Spou his long p«reneb thst trails ^tm% Ae ^in' : 
Wlule riven fitam with OTerllowiiiK aftiaft. 
And Auster floodi the earth with Wltf ry vrini^ 
He wastes the poeitf and, with innitiBte jtnr, 
Swells with goripd ^Dgs and Sdt hirfsmhA'd Hta# i 
But when the dtntf fen's wide elefla expuid. 
Wild with fierce thirst he le^s npeA the hud, 
Lashes the earth beneath his iron toM, 
And glares with flaming eye in frenzy rotfA. 
Oh ! Heaven avert, that e'er in slmnber laid 
I stretch my limbs along the leafy glide, 
When, cast his slough, and scorn'd hiB funish'd yoong. 
Radiant in prime of life he rolls along, 
Or towering to the nm, erect in ire. 
Vibrates his triple tongue that strettmx wi(b lire. 

Now shall experience to th' attentive swain 
The canie and n^ of each disease e;tplaia. 
ContBgien takits the Sock, when i^ rtritts 
Cut to the quick., and pierce their ininoHt veins, 
Or hoarj' frost their bo<Ues bristles round, 
Or thorns with festering anguish inly wound, 
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Or sweat, unwasli'di adhesive emits all o'er 

The new-shorn skin, and cakes ih' instructed pore. 

Hence oft the swain his bleating cattle laves, 

Plnng'd o'er and o'er beneath salubrious waves, 

Hurls the bold ram amid the eddying tide, 

And down the current floats his fleecy pride. 

And oft he smears the flock with lees of oil, 

Scum that o'erSows when silver bubbles hoQ, 

Mint with dark pitch from^ Ida's piny wood, 

Asphaltus floating on the slimy flood, 

Strong hellebore, live sulphur, aea-bom squills, 

And mdten wax, that drop by drop distils. 

More blest his skill, who dares with knife profound 

Search the deep sore, and bare the.hidden wound i 

He hourly kills, whose lingering pity ^ares, 

And wearies heaven with unavailing prayers ; 

Death mines unseen, while sunk in slow decay, 

And, inly wasting, Nature wears away. 

When torture strikes the bones, and feverish fires 

Scorch, as in pangs the bleating wretch expires. 

Lance, where beneath the foot wild pnlses beat 

The throbbing vein, and cool tb' internal heat ; 

Hereditary art, from sire to son, 

^ fierce Bisaltz and Geloni known, 

When the wild hords o'er Thracia's waste pursu'd, 

Drink, mizt with curdled milk, their horses' blood. 

Soon as thou view'st a sheep that haunts the shade, 
Or crops with lazy tongue the topmost blade, 
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Or stretcb'd at length with listless leisure feeds, 

And late and lonely quits at night the meads. 

Slay with swift kaife, th' invading plague restrain, 

Ere wing'd contagion wastes th* unwary train. 

Less frequent tempests surge th' infuriate deep, 

Than pest on pest invades the rarag'd sheep : 

Fate strikes not here and there some lonely head. 

But rides the tainted blast, and all are dead. 

Cast o'er Timavlis' meads thy mournfol sight, 

O'er Alps, and forts that crown the KoriC height, 

How wide the waste ! where Socksand shepherds spread, 

The cot unpeopled, dnd the lawn unfed. 

There baleful Pestilence rfti- «ther cast 

Her spotted wings, and fir'd th' autojimal Blast, 

Smote all that graa'd the field or rang'd the wood, 

Scorch'd every plain, and ptnson'd ever; flood. 

Dire was the death ; for wlien th' Interlial flame 

Had shrunk the veins, and parch'd the Sfirivell'd fraito, 

Infected mt>istare flow'd, and day by day 

Sap'd the s6ft bones, that {jiece-mtel ooz'd away. 

Oft, while the snowy fillet wrbath'd his head, 

The votive bOl), btfbre the altar led, 

Ere yet the knife descending smote his brow 

*Mid lingering FlameBs dropt withbat a blow. 

Or if the *lctim sunk beneath the vioaM, 

No altars Maz'd with hallow'd entrails c*owh'd. 

Vainly tt sullen Gods the Pt-lest complains, 

And speechlcii Aafftti -Hreeip 'nOd aUcnt Hnta : 
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The blood scarce reddens, while the wound y^t nek'. 
And putrid gore Ae und's U^t surface streaks. 
Calves 'mid ricfa gelda iwd floweiy pastitrei fallt 
Loath the full cri|l>, aqd ptristi is the stall ; 
Convolsiona shake the swipe's pbstructed lwe%th, 
And the fond dog, infiiriatp, f^anu tudf^A. 
Forgetlul 4f his ttmft tt" victor steed 
Leaves tlie traf^ycent riU wd S»weir iqead i 
Loose Sap hii f^rSi his ligqf (A beaU the greiiBd, 
His wast^ liinhs in fiUiil swcau are ^Tewn'4 i 
Sweats that, as dying pangs the victiin Rciis, 
Chill ev^T pwe, and life's (low fa^T^*^^. free^ 
On his dry skin the hairs in bristtes stand* 
Rise to the touch, and roun^en on the hand- 
Such the first signs : but as the peU flrev near, 
More horrid ^mptoms mark'd bis dire career ; 
The ey«-ball g;lares, deep breath with b^lnw tone 
Heaves the long flanks, and bursts with frequent groan. 
The ton^e fiirr'd o'er th' obstructed palate fills, 
And from the nostrils sable blood distils. 
Wine, pour'd thro' boms, that seem'd to looth the pest, 
But lull'd awhile to tt-ansitorj rest 
Soon, rons'd to vengeance, with recruited ire, . 
The Bionater rag'd, and wing'd th' internal fire, 
While with bare teeth the courser madl)' tore 
Hb limbs in death, and baih'd his jaws in gore. 
At once the bullock falls beneath, the yoke. 
Blood and mixt foam beneath his ndstrils smoke i 
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He groani his lut :— the roelanchcil}' swain 

Lcavci the fix'd ploagh amid th' nnfiuTowM plain, 

And freea tlie lonely iteer, wboae mournfiii eye 

Beholdi with And regret a brother die. 

Him, nor repose can sooth in forest shades, 

Nor dewy pasture 'mid luxntiaut glades, 

Nor streams that, roll'd o'errocki, ttaro<^ grassy plahis 

More pure than amber wbid their crystal trains. 

His glai'd eye droops, each flaccid flank extends, 

And prone to earth his ponderous neck descends. 

Ah ! what avails his unremitted toil 

And patient strength that tamM th* unwilling soil i 

Yet his pure lip from feasts of blood refrain'd ; 

Yet no crush'd grape his draught with poison stainM ; 

The lea:^ the herb, the grass his dmple food, 

His drink the lucid fount and living flood : 

No care corroded, nor disturbing woes 

Broke the deep stillness of his calm repose. 

That time no consecrated bulb were found 
To lead at Juno's feast the pomp around, 
But baflaloes ill-pair'd, unequal strain'd, 
While lowering Heaven th' imperfect rites disdaia'd. 
The o'erwearied hind slow rak'd th' uoforrow'd plain, 
And buried with his nails the golden grain : 
Man yok'd with man, along the rocky road 
Dragg'd the shrill wain, and strain'd beneath the load. 

The famish'd wdf by fiercer pangs subdu'd. 
Nor heeds the fold, nor prowls for nightly food ; 
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The timorons does 'mid hounds securely rest. 

And the stag haunts the roof, a willing guest. 

Cast on the strand infected shoals on shoals 

Like shipwreck'd cones ocean slowly rolls : 

Unwonted Phocx fly their native tide. 

And 'mid strange rivers strive their fears to hide. 

Fenc'd in their caves in vain the vipers lie, 

Astonish'd hydras rear their scales, and die : 

And birds that press their flight before the wind 

Fall in mid air, and leave their lives behind. 

No change of place or pasture respite gave, 

And baleful every art once known to save. 

Fam'd sires of med'cine, Chiron long renown'd, 

And wise Melampus, fly the fatal ground. 

Tislphonc, from Stygian darkness driven, 

Raves in mid air, and blasts the works of heaven ; 

Before her drives Disease and wild Aflright, 

Lifts day by day ber liead, and towers to boundless liciglit. 

From bleating fiocks a mournful murmur fills 

The streams, and withering banks and tainted hills. 

Now herds on herds in death ctmfus dly fall, 

And swell the putrid mass from stall to stall. 

Ere use had taught to hide beneath the ground 

The buried corse, or plunge in pits profound. 

Through fire, through flood, contagion inly cleaves, 

No shepherd sheers the fleece, no virgin weaves: 

But the bold wretch, who vengeful heaven defied. 

And rashly handled the infected hide, 
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Wasted away, wtth boUi ratiturpled (/«r, 
And bath'd in Vfreat that ptdnm'd ewt? pore ; 
Till, through each limb dUfiiAl, fh' accuraed t*ttt 
Erdtaq; coasnin'd the pMtilential fratnc 



D,g,r,z»-i h, Google 



I , GiVoglc 



D,g,r,z»-i b, Google 



e E a R G I c s. 

BOOK rv. 



Google 



ARGUMENT OF THE FOUaTH BOOK. 

Virgil open hit Fourth Book, on the Muii{reiTKnt of Beei, hf^ 
a brief notice of iu subject — He then-dumithe kttention oT 
MzcenxB toa.theme, in iuelf leemingly trmil, by announc- 
ing his deii^ of enlarging' on the wonderful acticna, in- 
Gtincti, offices, andbattleaof the beei — He begin* by point' 
ing uut a proper station for the hirer arid enumerates what 
may be hurtflil and what adTantageous in different BituUiona- 
—He then treat8af4taHinMw««nkttMve— of the swarm- 
ing of the bees — of their preparations for war — of their 
encounter — of (he eztemaV narka which distinguish t&e 
different ^cic»->«flhe mcant^FiMevenaigtbnn&Dm de- 
serting their station, and of alluring them to their accus- 
tomed haunts — Aa for this latter purpose be had recom- 
mended the cuhvre ofAcir'fc'iaMB plants and flowers, he 
naturally digreises- to the subject of the cultivatiou of gar- 
dens in general, and to the skiO and industry of the old 
Corycian planteiv<tJe ju>bf p^pB|i''" on the econoiny and 
polity of the beesrand enumerates their Tarionadistinctive 
officea conducive to the puUic weal — Thence be mentions 
the renewal oftheir race-, and their obedience to their kings- 
— He then remarks, that from various instaneea of tbe sa- 
gacity of these insects, some have supposed them to be en- 
dowed wilha portion of the Dirine mind — and tins induces 
a brief and beautifiil ascount of the Platoiuc system — He 
next mentions the pn^r seasona for taking the honey — 
then the manner of treating the hives in which the honey 
has been left fbr the support of the bees in winter— then 
thrir diseases and remedies, and liow their total loss may 
be rqiaired by new swarms generated ftom the putrid 
carcases of bullocks—ThisinUoduces the fable of. Aristxusr 
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to -nhom thrt secret hud been dirinelj impaHed : ud in 
this fMe he sklUuli^ interweave*, in inimiuble poetry, the 
iD]rthotogic»l tale of Ori^na and Elurjrdicc— «nd thus he 
complctci the Gew^ca, with the ntentioo of hii own naiBe, 
as tuiUior of thepoeni, ind with itrfbnuttoa of the time aad 
place of iti compoeition. 
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Heifers whose rovmg; steps the meadow bruisCr 
And dash from springing herbs nectareous dews. 
There let no liiard arm'd with bnmish'd scale, 
Merops or bird of prej their walls assail, 
Nor Procne haunt, whole conKious jdumes attest 
The blood-stain'd hand imprinted on her breast. 
Tliese widelf waste, ani, seiz'd upon the wing, 
To feed their nests the bee in triumph bring. 
But there let pools invite witit moM array'd. 
Clear fount and rill that purls along the glade. 
Palms o'er their porch a gmcfbl gloom extend, 
And the wild olive's ibettering boughs defend. 
There when mvw kings Hoi swaiUiat s|»fai^idc.Mdt 
And bursting liftiUji l^adden aH tte HuaS'f 
Dim banks at nooil tMf Idre la bool tepoM, 
And trees with hw^iutM anlrfs ciMlaMb 
If sleep the stagAaat t>M*, U sanwnts fltnr, 
Huge itoies and wiBMn 'Mid tM mtm' OaM ; 
That if a bnvfe* bU«ii thalf pUa»gB sWMp, 
And headltMig irivm Out l<ritercT to the deep, 
On many abridge the bee may sofUy stand, 
And his wet plttttM t« nminet' sodn ctpud. 
There all hw MMUMt MTMiry exhale, 
Thyme brekOe her tMl of fMgrMCt w th« gate, 
In dulcet sttMttii k«r TOttu gitta cattia lava, 
And beds of yiiAeu drbilE at wtti tlut wbtc 

Alike, ilMBiiw coft tbelr fitbric form, 
dr AezHe twi|^ tieleae the MtOcd mnuHi 
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With narrow TOtrtinc* gaard the sheltered call, 
And summer mm and viMrf blasts repel. 
Dire each extreme: or wnter cakes -with ccdd, 
Or summer -ratia the comb to find gold. 
Hence oat in Tain the bees their dmnei prqmre, 
And smear the vhinkB An open to tine air, 
With flowera aad fvcn cIbh> each pervioni pore, 
With wax cement, and Vhtcfeen oter and o'er. 
Stor'd for this sse fhey hire the claiamy^ew, 
And load tfatir ^roers -with Mncisw gtae, 
As birdlime SAdk, or pitch tbat dow distils 
In Iditeiong dt«ps on Ida's y iiK>crown'd hitis. , 
And oft {'til BKid) thcf delve beneath dte ear^ 
And nurse in gtaoiBf cBTO thmrlwUeiitHrtb, 
Amid the cromliliiig Mom's du-k ccucaTe ^rcll, 
Or hang in hollow trees tfaeir airy c^l. 
Thou aid their tml 1 with inad tfadr walls a*erlajr, 
And liEhtly shade tbe rorf wkh Jewf? spr^- 
There let no yew it« baleful shadow cast, 
Nor crabs on Allowing; embers taint the blast ; 
Far from tiieir roof deep fens that poison breathe, 
lliick fogs that float from beds of mud beneath, 
Caves from whose depth redoubled echoes rise, 
And rock to rock in eircfing shout replies. 

Now when the sun beneath the realms of night 
Dark winter drives, and robes the hoavens with liglit. 
The bees o'er hill and dale, from flower to Rower, 
In grove and lawn the pmple spring devoui^ 
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Kp on the wins, and ligbQ/ bnubing lave 
Tbeir airy plumage in th' undunpted wave. 
Hence with unusual joy in fondling mood 
Cling to their nests, and rear their cherlah'd brood, 
With wondrous art their waxen toil renew, 
And thicken, aa ihey bive, the honied dew. 
Lo! from their cells wbenswarmsthroag^stherstream, 
And float at noon along the liquid beam. 
And on the breese that rings beneath their fl^ht 
Draw out in darUiog clouds their airy height, 
Observe them as they wind aloft their way, 
Where groves o'erihade, and crystal fountains play : 
There strow each rifled herb that breathes of spring, 
There the bruis'd baum and honey •suckle fling ; 
And inklings raise, while echo rings around. 
And Cybele's tost cymbals shrilly sound. 
Soon shall they haunt the medicated seat. 
And to tbeir inmost cells unseen retreat. 
But if impending feuds the hive alarm, 
When doubtful kings the frantic nation arm, 
Tumultuous crowds the dread event prepare. 
And palpitating hearts that beat to war ; 
Deep brazen peals the lingering crowds excite, 
Anil harsh the voice like trumpets hoarae in fight. 
Onward they troop, and, brandishing their wings, 
Fit their fierce claws, and ptuiit their poison'd stings ; 
Throng to ih' imperial tent, their king sunouud, 
Provoke the foe, and loud defiance sound. 
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At length when spring expands th' unclouded daf, 
Through opening portals bursts their wing d array { 
Fierce clash the clustering orbs, air rings around, 
Prone from the conffict myriada atrow the ground, 
Thick aa tempestuous haH from summer showers, 
Or streaming acorns dafeVd from oaken bowers. 
Amid the press of war, th' encountering kings, 
Mark'd by the pomp and spreadtng of their wings, 
While boundless souls their Iktie bosoms swell. 
To deeds of glory either host impel ; 
Fiercely they fight, unknown^ how to yield, 
Till force resistless drive them from the field. 
Yet at thy will these drettdfiil ctmflicta cease. 
Throw but a little dwt, aad all ia peape. 

But when the leaders at diy voice rbcede. 
Slay the weak, rebel I bid th' nsoiper bleed ! 
Slay, ere he wastA the hWe. Dciend the dvoBO, 
And let the rightful monUKiji' reiga alone. 
Doubt you the sov'rei^.? loE his golden mail, 
His stately port, and brightly bvmish'd scale ; 
The vile usurper 'mid a kindred tfarmig 
Scarce traila his kiatiisoBie breadth of paimcb along. 

Such as their tangs, the two-ioU nadcm view. 
These base, of aapcC±.ro«g^ and squalid bue. 
Like the tir'd wretch ia summer's, snltjy day 
That spits with fiery lip the dust away ; 

These gaily shine, aU-gloriotu^helMUl, 

^KUigled with equal spots, and drept with gold. 
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Be these tbj care : for thee their grateful toil 
Pours a.t due times the tributnry Bpoil, 
Drains the pure comb, whose liquid sweets refine 
The pope austere, aud tame the tetnper'd wine. 

If wavering swarms in Kther wildly roam, 
Scorn their cdd cells, and quit th' unfinish'd comb, 
Check their vabi apott, to peace the state restore, 
Pluck off their monarches strings, the flight ia o'er ; 
No rebel dares befOBd the Ibnlta stray, 
Or pluck the standard from Us tent away. . 
Let gardeis, breathing sweets, the bee invite 
To fix on saffi-on beds his bounded flight ; 
Priapus there with willow uckle drite 
The birds and plunderers bam th' entrusted hire ; 
There bring the pine from rocky cliBs sidiBme, 
There plant with tal-worn hand'the mountain thytae. 
Fruits, odoriierous shriAs, and fragrant flDwcrs, 
And CreshcB, as they Uoom,' with frequent showers. 

Ah fov'rite sc^iesl but now with gather'd sail 
I seek the shoFe, nor trust th' inviting gale ; 
Else had my song yoar charms' at leisure trac'd, 
And all Ae garden's varied arts embraeM' ; 
Sung, twice each year, how PcAan rases blow, 
How endive diinks the' rill that-fnttls below. 
How trftlling gourds jiursue their maty way, 
Swell as they creep, and widen into daf j 
How verdant celery decks its bmnid bed, 
How latC'blown flowrets round narcissus spread ; 
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The lithe acantbu and the ivy hoM-, 

And myrtle blooming on the sea-beat shore. • 

Yes, I remember vhere Galxsui leads 
His fiood dark-winding through the gdden meads, 
Where proud Ebalia's towers o'erlook the plain, 
Once I beheld an old Corycian swain ; 
Lord of a. little spot, by all disdain'd, 
Where never laboring joke snbustence gain'd, 
Where never sliepherd gave his flock to feed. 
Nor Bacchus dar'd to trust th' ungrateful meail. 
He there with scanty herbs the bushes crown'd. 
And planted lilies, vervain, peoples round ; 
Nor envied kings, when late, at twilight close, 
Beneath his peacefui shed be sought repose, 
And cull'd from earth, with changeful plenty storM, 
Th' unpurchas'd feasts that pil'd hb varied board. 
At spring-tide first he pinck'd the fvU-blown rose. 
Prom aatumn first the ripen'd apple chose ; 
And e'en when winter split the rocks with cold. 
And chain'd th'o'erhanging torrent as it roU'd, 
His blooming hyacinths, ne'er known to foil. 
Shed sweets nnborrow'ed of the vei-nal gale, 
As 'mid their rifled beds he wound his wa^. 
Chid the slow sun and zephyr's long delay. 
Hence first his bees new svarras unnumber'd gave, 
And press'd from richest combs the golden wave ; 
Limes round his haunts difiiis'd a grateful shade. 
And verdant pines with many a cone array'd i 
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Aod every bud, that fcm'd the venial q>r^, 

Swcll'd into frutt beiWAth tb' uitumnkl ray. 

He lofty elms tranipoi'd in order plac'd, 

Lnxariant pean at will hit all^a graCd, 

And grafted thorns that blushing plums display'd, 

And planei that stRtch'd o'er nunmer feasts their shade. 

Ah I favorite scene* ! to other bardi resifn'd, 
I leave your charms, and trace my task assipt'd. 

Now learn vhat added arts the race improre, 
The meed of old cotifierr'd by grateAil Jove ; 
What times the bees, by clanging cymbals led, 
In Cretan caves the nnrsllng Thnnderer fed. 
They, they alone a common race s«|qfily, 
And dwell in towns beneath the public eye, 
Love th^ known household, aid their cotrotries cause. 
Securely lire beneath estabUsh'd laws ;'■ 
Prescient of winter, hoard the rifled spring* 
And summer's tribute to the treasury bring. 
Some, bound by compact, leave their natire home, 
And far and wide fix- daily nurture roam ; 
Form'd of thick gum and pale Narcissus' tear, 
Some, in tlie hive, their new foundations rear ; 
These, train'd to work, the cluiging wax sw^nd, ^ 
These to the race, the nation's hope, attend, 
Condense pure honey, and insatiate swell 
With liquid nectar each o'erflowing cell. . 
These, at the gate, their atationM vigils keep, 
Mark where the clouds collect, the tempests sweep, 
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Unload the labourer) or, embattled, drive 
The drone, dull sluggard, from the busy hive : 
A nation toils, the work unwearied glows, 
And, redolent of thyme, the honey Sows. 
As when the Cyclops, for the Almighty Sirt, 
Force from the Btubborn mass the bolt of fire, 
These slumbering flames with gather'd winds awake, 
Those phmge the hissing bars beneath the lake ; 
Heav'd with vast stren^h. their arms in order rise. 
And blow to blow in measur'd chime replies ; 
While with firm tongs they turn the sparkling pre, 
And Etna's caves with labouring anvils roar. 
Not less (if, unreprov'd, I rightly dare. 
Things of low note with wondrous works compare) 
The lore of gain th' Hymettian swarm inspires. 
Wakes every wish, and all their ardour fii'eak 
To each his part i age claims th' entrusted care 
To rear the palace, and the dome repair ; 
The young, retaramg home at dead of night. 
Faint dnx^ l>eneath the thyme that loads their flight. 
Where'er a willow waves, or arbute grows. 
Or cassia scents the gale, or crocua glows. 
Or hyacinth unfolds its purple hue, 
' Flower, shrub, and grove, for them their sweets renew. 
Alike they labour, and aliJLB repose ; 
Forth from their gates each mora the nation flows, 
And when pale twilight, from the wasted inead, 
Bids the tli'd race, o'ercUarg'd with Epoil, recede. 
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Thef seek tbeir roo^ tiieir dnx^ing frames rerive, 
And shake vhh ceueless hum the crowded hive. 
Deep calm succeeds, each laid vitbin his cell. 
Where aleep and peace without a niBrmur dwell. 
If tempests lower, or Uostering Eurus sound. 
Prescient thejr cre^ theii' cliy walls arotind, 
ffip the pnre rill that near their portal springs. 
And bound Iheir waiy fiighi in narrower rings ; 
And with light pettiles, like a balanc'd boat, 
Foiz'd, throBg^ the air on eveti pinicns float. 

Nor shall the bees the less thy wonder move, 
lliat none indulge the jt^s of mutual love : 
None waste their strength by amorous ttrils silbdu'd, 
No pangs of labour renovate the broodt 
By instinct led« at spriiig-tidE'ri' genial honr, ' 
They gather all the rftce' from herii and flower ; 
Hence springs the people, hcAce th' imperial lord. 
Their domes and ^Biea kingdoms rise r^stor'd. 
And oft they r*atD where crigs their feathers bruise, 
Andofttheirlivesbeneadtlh^ butden lose; 
Such their fond zeal that every &iwer explores. 
And glorious strife to sweil their golden sloTes. 

Hence, tho' harsh fate, when sevenjfleet Eummers end. 
At once their labours and their lives suspend, 
The raccand realm from age to age remain, 
And time but leogtheuB with new links the cltain. 
Not Lydia's ious nor Parthia's peopled shore, 
Mede or Egyptian thus their king adore. 
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He lives, and p6urs through all ib.' accordant soul ; 
He dies, and by his death dissolves the Whole : 
Rage and fierce war their wondrous fabric tear, 
Scatter their combs, and waste in wild despair. 
He guards their works, his look deep reverence draws ; 
Crowds swarm on crowds, and hum their loud applause, 
Bear 'mid the prvss of battle on their wing, 
And, 'proud to perish, die around their king. 

Hence, to the bee some sages have assign'd 
A portion of the God, and heavenly mmd ; 
For God goes forth, and spreads throughout the whole, 
Heaven, earth, and sea, the universal soul ; 
Each at ite birth frtyta him all beings share, 
Both man and brute, the breath of vital air ; 
There all return, and, loos'd from earthly chain, 
Fly whence they sprung, and rest in God again. 
Spurn at the grave, and, fearless of decay. 
Live 'mid the host of heaven, and star th' ethereal way. 

But if thy search their sacred realm explore, 
And &om their treasuries draw the honey'd store, 
With spirted water damp their ready wing, 
And veil'd in clouds of smoke elode the sting. 
The golden harvest twice each year o'erflows. 
Thou twice each year the plenteous cells unclose. 
Soon as fair Pleias, bright'ning into day, 
^ums with indignant foot the watery way. 
Or, when descending down th' aerial steep. 
She pours her pale ray on the irintry deep. 
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The injur'd swarms with rage insatiate glow, 
Barb every shaft and poison every blow, 
Deem life itself tu vengeaDce well resign'd, 
Die on the wound, and leave their stings behind. 

If wintry dearth thy prescient fears create, 
O r.rouse thy pity for their ruin'd state, 
With Ihymy odours scent their Bmoking halls. 
And pare th' unpeopled cells that load their walls. 
There oft, unseen, dark newts insidious pi-ey, 
The beetle there that flies the light of day. 
There feasts th' unbidden drone, there rmg th.' alarms 
Of horoets battling with unequal arms, 
Dire gnaws the moth, and o'er their portals spread 
The spider watches her aerial thread. 
Yet still, when most oppress'd, they mostly strive. 
And tax their strength to renovate the hive ; 
Contending myriads urge czhaustless powers, 
Fill every cell, and crowd the comb with flowers. 
But (since dread ills both bees and man molest) 
If e'er disease the languid hive iafest, 
Pale haggard looks th' undoubted sign display. 
Their vigor wastes, and all their hues decay. 
The dcEid are carried forth, and, sad and sLow, 
The long procession swells the pomp of woe ^ 
Then lurk the sick within their dark retreat. 
Or cling around the doors with pensile feet^ 
Their drooping pinions, weak with famine, close. 
Or, shrunk with cold, their torpid limbs repose. 
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Then long-drawn bums irind on from cell to ccll« 
Like galea that murmur dova the woodland dell, 
Or ebbing wave* that roll along the diore, 
Or flames that in the furnace ialjr roar. 
Then round the hive in many a smoky wreath, 
Let burning galbanum rich inceoie breathe, 
Through reedy channel* pour the golden flood, 
Lure their coy taste, and ctnirt with tempting food. 
There the dried rote and pounded galls combine, 
And centaury strong-breath *d, and lodden wine, 
Grapes that long ripe on Psytbian vineyards bung. 
And thyme that on the breeie rich fragrance Sung. 
Id fields there growt a Rower of pastoral fame, 
Amellus, so the shepherds call its name ; 
Sprung from one root its stalks profusely spread, 
A golden circle glitters on its bead. 
But many a leaf with purple violet crown'd 
Throws a soft shade the yellow disk aronnd. 
Tho' rough to taste, yet wreath'd round many a ihrine, 
In rich festoons its golden blossoms shine, 
And by meandei-ing Mella's pastur'd plain 
With radiant lustre tempt the shepherd swain. 
Seeth in rich wine its roots, and, oft renew'd, 
High pile before their gates th' allnrlng food. 
But iboold the natkiBifail, none left alive 
To rear the brood and renovate the hive ; 
Now diall my soogi *t is now the time, explain 
The great invention of th' Arcadian swain ; 
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How art creates, and can at will restore 

Svanns from the slaBgbterM ball's corrupted goi-e. 

My song at large the legend shall embrace, 

And to its fount^n-head the whole retrace. 

By bless'd Canopns, where th' exulting land 

Sees the vast flood of stagnate Nile expand. 

And a gay race in painted galliei glide 

Around their fields that laugh beneath the tide ; 

And where the stream from India's swarthy sod* 

Close on the rergc of quiTer'd Persia runs, 

Broods o'er green ^Tpt with dark wave of mud, 

And pours through many a mouth its branching flood : 

All the vast tenants of that boundless space 

Fix'd in this art their certain refuge place. 

First in a spot, for that sole use design'd, 

Prest with low roof, with streight'oing walls confin'd. 

Where from each wind that, fourfold, Heaven divides, 

Through adverse lights the day obliquely glides, 

They drag a bullock, on whose youthful brow 

His horns their crescent bendg and meditate the blow. 

In vain his struggling limbs their power oppose, 

While the strong hinds his mouth and nostrils dote. 

And bruising, blow by blow, the mass within, 

Crush the burst entrails through th' unbroken skiDi 

There leave imraur'd, and o'er hip carcase spread 

Boughs and fresh sweets that thyme and cassia shed. 

Thus all prepar'd, when first young Zephyr laves 

His sportive pinions in ibe vernal waves, 
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Er« flowreti blush en earth's enanell'd breait, 
Or swaUowB twitter la their rafter'd nest 
Meanwhile the moisture with fermenting strife 
BcmIs in the tender bones, mod teems with life ; 
First on the ught, all wondrous to behold, 
Forms without feet a shapeless growth unfold. 
Anon the mingled swarms for flight prepare, 
Buzz (« the wing, and feel the buoyant air; 
Till all at oDce the bursting myriads tower, 
Countless as drops from summer's streaming shower, 
Or arrows whizzing from the Parthian bow 
When first the feather'd storm o'erdouds the foe. 

Say, Muse, what God this art to mortals brou^t, 
Or man inatar*d by itpw experience taught i 

From Tempo's vale when Arlttacus fled, 
His swarms by long disease and famine dead, 
At Peneua' fount he stood, and, bow'd with woe, 
Breath'd his deep murmurs to the nymph below : 
" Cyrene ! thou, whom these fair springs revere, 
" llie sorrow of thy son, oh mother 1 hear. 
'* Why (such thy boast} if Heaven my lineage claim, 
" And Phoebus grace me with a fathci-'s name, 
" Why didst thou bring to light tliis baleful birth, 
« Accurs'd of fate and fugitive on earth ? 
" Oh l whither fled thy food maternal love, 
" And hope that raii'd me to the realm of Jove ? 
** E'en the frail honours of thb earthly state, 
** Scarce wrung by labour from reluctant fate, 
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" Vain boast of cultur'd fruit and tended kinct 

" These, parent Goddess, I, thy son, reugn. 

" Haite, thou thyielf, my proBperous woods uproot, 

*' Burn my full stalls, destroj- my ripening fruit, 

'* Fell my rich vineyards, wrap my fields in ftame, 

" If thus thou loathe the praise that grac'd my name." 

Deep in the chambers of the stream profound 
Cyrene heard the melaachalr sound. 
While round the Goddess sat her uster traiu, 
And wound Milesian wool of sea^eeii stain. 
Phyllodoce, Thalia, %tio, Join 
The social choir, and common work combine ; 
Cfmodoce, Ligea, Opis ther^ 
O'er their white bosoms spread their goldcm hair ; 
There chaste Cydippe, there Lycorias came, 
A virgin this, that own'd a mother's name ; 
There Clio, Beroe, both of ocean bom, 
Gold wreathes their limbs, aod painted skins adorfi ; 
There Deiopea, and, faer bow unstrung, 
Fleet Arethuse repos'd the choir amot^. 
Gay Clymeoe there sung, how vainly strove 
The God of fiic against the frauds of love ; 
How Mars and Venus mix'd the stoln embraoe. 
And all the wiles of Saturn's amoroos race. 
While mute th* enchanted nymphs, with rosy headj 
Hung o'er their work and reel'd the fleecy thready 
Cyrene beard again her ofisprini; groao. 
Each Nereid started on her glassy throng 
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And Arethusa, foremost cf the train, 

Rais'd her fur face above the billowy main. 

** Ah ! not in vain," she cries, " that groan appals ; 

" Cyrene ! thee, thy Arist«ua calls, 

" O'er kindred Peneos bends his droc^big frame, 

" And loads with cruelty a mother's name." 

Wild vith nnnsual fear Cyrene cried, 
" Hither, oh hither, nymph ! the mourner gnidc ; 
" He, unrepror*d, amid these baUov'd bowers, 
" May tread the manuoos of immortal powers." 

She spoke, and wav'd on either side her hand ; 
At once on cither side the waves expand ; 
Annuid him Ocean, like a mniatain, staod, 
Op'd its vast womb and arch'd th' enclosing flood. 
Awe-struck he pass'd along her watery reign. 
Through opening wonders of the mighty main, 
Lakes in their caverns pent, and sounding woods, 
And the wild nproar of uniathom'd floods. 
Fierce atreanu that hnrst their anbterraneoiu caves. 
And dash'd atar the thunder of their waves, 
"Mid the foundations of the world below, 
Each in its source, he saw the rivers flow, 
fhasis, and Lycus, and the nnsunn'd head, 
Whence bdd Enipeus' bursting waters spread, 
Whence Tiber fills hb um, whence Anio glides. 
Whence rocky Hypanis' resounding tides, 
Caicus swift, and, awfiil to behtdd, 
Grim-TiMg'd like a bull, with hems of gold, 
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Po, wIiDM deep vaters feed tht fairest plaint 
And, pour'd ia torrents, swell tk' empurpled mhm. 

Now when Cyrene heard his gutless woe, 
Where fretted pumice 'arch'd the ca<re below, 
Each to the jonth the nymphi in order bring 
The cleansing water firom thrir natire spring, 
Pile the rich banquet, crown the cops wltli wine, 
And with Panchnan flames ilhiine the dirine. 
" My «on, these bowls, MKoniui vintage, fk«f 
" To Ocean first the due libation make ; 
" Hail thoU] primxval ure 1 hail, rister train ! 
*' Who o'er a 4hnituid woods and riTcrB reign !" 
The hearth thrice flow'd with wine, and thrice the blaze 
JSmote the high nxrf that sparlded with the rays. 
Th' auapicious omen fir'd Cyrcne's breait, 
And thus her joyful lip the yontfe addren'4. 

** Son, in Cnrpathia'i gulf a Mer resides, 
•'Proteus, wlio cleaves with iamy steeds the tides; 
" He now returning to th* ^mBtUudwrcB, 
" Pollened port, his native land, explores-: 
" Him not alone we lister nymi^ revere, 
" But hoarjr Nercns' self adores &e seer; 
" To him all nature and all times are known, 
-*' All past, all present, and all future, shown. 
" So Neptune wills ; whose herd, a monstrous tram, 
-^ Safe in his guidance feeds beneath the taain. 
" Him captive bind, and bid the God disclose 
•" What Fate first cans'd, and what shall sooth Uiy woes. 
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" PrestntB nor prayers can move his stubborn soul, 

" Constraint must tame and vicdeoce control} 

" Alone he yields beneath the gallins chain, 

" And, captive, tries each wearied art in vain. 

" When noontide flames and withering herbage &dei, 

" And cattle pant beneath o'erhanging shades, 

" I, I myself thy step will safely guide, 

" And 'mid his inmost cave in ambush hide ; 

" There shalt thou seize him, a defenceless prey, 

" And, bound in slumber, bid the Qjod.ohey. 

" Then shall the seer new forms at g^sure try, 

" And wiih swift change elusive mock, the eye : 

" Now bristle Uke a boar his horrent crest, 

" Now a fierce rtg^r spring ujiuu iHy breast, 

" Or wreathe in dragon folds his scaly train, 

>■ Or like a Iton shake his brindled mane : 

" Now chang'd in crackling fire thy grasp betray, 

" Or glide a wave in liquid lapse away. 

" The more each moastroui ibrm the seer belies, 

" More closely fetter in each new disguise, 

" Till the tir'd God, through every change pursu'd, 

" Resume the shape he wore when first by sleep subdu'd." 

She spoke, and all the air with fragrance fill'd. 
And o'er her son ambrosial dew distill'd ; 
Wide from his wavy tresses fragrance flow'd. 
And full in every limb the godhead glow'd. 
Deep in the mountain spreads a spacious cave, 
By driving tempests worn with frequent wave, 
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Y\'here oft endos'd in ratmy a winding bay. 

Fled from the storm the shelter'd TCssel lay : 

Cool shadowy grot, tbe Prophet's <Ad retreat, 

Fenc'd by high rocks, and sCreen'd from noonUde heat. 

CjTene there her son in darkness sbroads, 

And stands at distance veil'd in mantling clouds. 

On India's gasping plains now Syriu$ gaz'd, 

And the noon sun 'mid heaven's red concave blaa'd^ 

Parch'd the dry grass, and shrunk beneath the ray 

The streams slow Wli-Mng through their oozy way ; 

When Proteus droi^ilig from the sultry wave, 

Sought the cool haunt of his accustom'd cave. 

His herd around in awkward gambds threw 

Their shapeless furmS) and dash'd tbe briny dew ; 

Then here and there, in many a scatter'd band, 

Stretch'd their huge limbs, and slept along the strand. 

He, as a mountain swain, when Hesper leads 

Hit flock returning from the twilight meads, 

And the rous'd wolf the far-heard bleat pursues. 

Sits on the cliff, and all his charge reviews. 

The time invites : wlule Proteus bends to rest, 

The youth impatient springs upon bis breast. 

Binds with loud clamour, as he writhes in Tain, 

And closely fetters with triumplvant chain. 

Vet, not forgetful of his art, the Cod, 
Jn wondrous change of monster, fire, and flood, 
Strove to elude lb' indissoluUle yoke, 
Then rose in human form, and sternly spoke. 
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" Rash youth 1 what frenzy itr^'d thy impioui feet 

" To rush unbidden on my lone retreat I" [turns, 

" Proteua, ihou know'at, thou fcnow'it," the youth re- 
" None can deceive thy power that all diacenie ; 
" Cease the vain strife ; by Heavens high mandate sway'd, 
" I claim relief from thy prophetic aid." 
He said, and, fill'd with fate, the struggling sire 
RoU'd his green eyes that flash'd indignant fire ; 
From bis pale lip reluctant accents broke. 
And liis teeth clatter'd as the Godhead spoke, 

" Great is thy guilt ; on thy devoted head 
** Indignant gods no common vengeance shed ; 
" Sad Orpheus, doom'd, without a crime, to mount 
" His ravish *d bride that never shall return ; 
" Wild for her loss, calls down th' inSicted woes, 
" And deadlier threatens, if no fete oppose. 
" When urg'd by thee along the marshy bed, 
** Th' unhappy nymph in frantic terror fled ; 
" She saw not, doom'd to die, across her way, 
" Where, couch'd beneath the grass, the seri:eut lay. 
" But every Dryad, their compani<Hi dead, 
" O'er the high rocks their echo'd clamour spread, 
'* The Rhodopelan mounts with sorrow rung, 
" Deep waitings burst Pangxa's clifis among, 
" Sad Oritbyia, and the Getz Wept, 
" And loud lament down plaintive Hebrus swept. 
" He, lonely, on his harp, 'mid wilds unknown, 
*■ Sooth'dhis sad love with melancholy tone : 
l2 



D,g,r,z»-i h, Google 



116 GB0RGICS.~BOOK IV. 

"On thee, iweet bride! still dwelt th' andyhs lay, 

" Thee first kt dAvn dqilorM, thee last at close of day. 

" For thee he dar*d to pass the jaws of hcU, 

" And gates where death and darkness ever dwell, 

** Trod with firm foot in horror'a gloontjr fnyrt, 

" Approach'd the throne of siAterraneoas love, 

" Nor fear'd the man^t and stern host below, 

" And hearts that never felt for humaa woe. 

" Drawn bf bis song from Erebus profoHod 

" Shades and unbodied phantoms flock aroundr 

" Countless as birds that fiU the leafy bower 

" Beneath pale eve, or winter's driving shower. 

" Matrons and dres, and unaffianc'd maids, 

" Forms of b<dd warriors and her<nc shades, 

" Youths and pale infonts laid npon the pjre, 

" While their fond parents saw th' ascen^ag fire :: 

" All whom the squalid reeds and sable mud 

*' Of slow Cocytus' unrejoicing flood, 

" All whom the Stygian lake's dark c<»iflne bouDds, 

" And with nine circles maze in maze surrounds. 

" On him, astoDJsh'd Death and Tartarus gaz'd, 

" Their viper hair the wondering Fuiies rais'd : 

" Grim Cerberus stood, his triple jaws half clos'd, 

" And fix'd in air Ixion's wheel repos'd. 

" Now every peril o'er, when Orpheus led 
" His rescu'd prize in triumph irom the dead, 
" And the fair bride, so Proserpine enjoin'd, 
" Press'd on his patli, and fbUow,d close behind. 
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" In sweet oUiTions trance of amorous thought 
" The lover err'd, to sudden fniaj wrought : 
" Ah ! venial foult ! if hell had ever known 
" Mercy, or sense of snfiering not its own. 
" He stopp'd, atkl, ab ! fbrgetfol, weak of mind, 
" Cast, as site rcach'd the light, one Took behind. 
" There die his hopes ^7 l'>ve alone betray'd, 
" He broke the law that hell's stem tyrant made ; 
" Thrice o'er the Stygian lake a hollow sound 
** Portentous murmur'd from its depth profoaijd. 
" ' Al^s ! what fates our hapless love divide, 
" 'What frensy, Orpheus, tears thee from thy bride I 
" ' Again I sink ; a voice resistless calls, 
<" Lo ! cm my snimmmg eye cold slumber falls. 
" 'Now, now farewell ! involv'd in thickest night, 
" ' Borne far away, I vanish from thy sight, 
" ' And stretch tow*rds thee, all hope for ever o'er, 
" ' These tuavailing arras, ah ! tliine no more.' — 
" 9te spoke, and Irom his gaze for ever fled, 
" Swift as dissolving amoke through sther spread, 
" Nor more beheld him, while he fondly strove 
" To catch her shade, and pour the plaints of love. 
" Deaf to his prayer no more stern Charon gave 
" To cross the Stygian lake's forbidden wave. 
" What shall lie do ? where, dead to hope, reside ! 
** 'Reft of all joy, and doubly lost his bride ; 
" What tears shall sooth th' inexorable God ? 
" Pale swam her i^irit to its last abode. 
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" Ab i many a month he wept id lofty caves 
" By frozen Strymeo'a »oUury waves ; 
" With melting melodies the beasts snbdu'd, 
" And drew aroond his harp the listenuig wood. 
" l^us Philomel, beneath the poplar ^ray, 
" Mourns her lost brood untimely loatch'd away, [nestf 
" Whom some rough hind, that watcb'd her fosteiing 
" Tore yet unfledg'd from tbe maternal breast : 
" She, on the bough, all night her plaint pursues, 
" Fills th»Jar woods with woe, and each sad note reuewi. 
*' Ko earthly charms had power bis soul to move, 
" No secmd hymeneal lur'd to love. 
*' 'Mid climes where Tanais freezes as it flows, 
" 'Mid deserts hoary with Riphxan snows, 
" Lone roam'd the bard, bis ravisb'd bride deplor'd, 
" And the vain gift of hell's relenting lord. 
" Scont'd of the youth, whom grief alone could charm, 
" Rage and revenge tbe Thracian matrons arm ; 
« 'Mid the dark orgies of their God, they tore 
" His mangled limbs, and tost along tbe shore. 
" Ab 1 at that dme while roll'd the floating head 
" Tom from bis neck, down Hebnis' craggy bed, 
" His last, last voice, his tongue, now cold in death) 
" Still nam'd Eurydice with parting breath ; 
" ' Ab ! poor Eurydice !' bis spirit sigh'd, 
" And all tbe rocks Eurydice replied."^ 

Thus Proteus spoke, and with impetuous bound 
Plung'd in the circling waves that fbam'd around. 
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Not thus C^rene : " Son ! thy cares are o'er» 
" Cease thy vain fears, and heave the sigh no more ! 
"Clear is the cause; the nymphs that lov'd the maid, 
" Their sportfid partner in the woodland shade, 
" Laid waste thy hive ; thou, bend with suppliant strain, 
" Woo with rich g^fts, and sooth to peace again ; 
" Soon will th" indulgent Diyads cease their rage, 
" And solemn rites their yielding souls assuage. 
" Four beauteous bulls that on Lycxus feed, 
" Four heifers choose that range unyok'd the mead ; 
" Before the uyraphs' high shrines four altars rear, 
" And to each Goddess slay the votive steer ; 
*' Then leave the victims weltering in their blood 
" To waste unseen beneath th' umbrageous wood. 
" On the ninth dawn to Orpheus poppies strow, 
" And sooth with sable sheep his shade below ; 
** Be to his bride a votive heifer slain, 
*' Then seek, with h<^e reviv'd, the grove again." — 
The youth obey'd her voice ; the nymphs rever'd. 
Before their shrines to each her altar rear'd j 
Four beauteous bulls from green Lycxus drew, 
Four unyok'd heifors on the altars slew, 
Witii solemn offerings sooth'd th* Orphean shade, 
And, the ninth dawn, expIoHdlh' umbrageous glade. 

Oh, wondrous sight 1 amid the putrid flood, 
Dissolving entrails and fermented blood, 
From bunting hides, with myriads darken'd o'er, 
Buzz the wing'd bees, and stream through every pore. 
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Tnil in long clouds ft&r their lengthening flight, 
On topmoat tre« in conflneat crowd* unite, 
And from the bending bonghkon lugh nupend 
Swarms that like clnstciing grapes to earth descend. 

Thus sung the Muse, in unambitious strains, 
Of trees, of cattle, and of cultur'd plains ; 
While mighty CKS«r, where Euphrates Sows, 
Amid the battle, arm'd in thunder, glows, 
Victor o'er wilUng realms his laws extends. 
And from the world to opening heaven ascends. 
I, V1R6IL, then Olid Naples' grateful bowers, 
In ease inglorious nurs'd my studious hours, 
I whose btAi jrouth the pastoral strain essay'd. 
And sung thee, Tityruj, in the heechen shade. 
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DEAR MADAM, 

I HERE present to you the prodaction of a 
very young Poet. You will smile at the expression, 
but give me leave to say it is strictly true. The 
work was finished several years ago, in the season of 
youth, when the famous Italian and French writers 
of Latin Poetry engaged my attention. Lately, 
indeed, for the amusemem of some vacant hours, I 
revised the Translation with all the care in my 
power. Age correcting youth Is apt to be morose, 
but while in my own case I avoided that error, I fear 
that I have been too indulgent to my juvenile days. 
As soon as I had retouched the whole, I was on the 
point of consigning it once more to obscurity, when 
it occurred to me that the subject might afford you 
some entertainment. I therefore resolved to send 
it into the world, and to adorn it with your name. 
A2 
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Tou will, I am aware, be much sm^risett at the 
liberty I have taken ; but I beg that you wUt not be 
alarmed. Not haviog been used to Dedications, I 
do not mean to adq>t the style gcseiaUy used in that 
node c^ composition. I will not say> 

Her UnAy toolu k ipriKfatly minA dUdba^^ 
Qtuck ■■ hei tje», Ud u unfix'd m tboie. 

I pass by, thongh not with insensibility, the amilea 
that enliven your countenance, and dart, as Doctor 
Garth expresses it, emanations from die mind'. Of 
these, and the graces of your person, I say nothing i 
Ibey are risible, wherever you appear- In Gke man- 
ner, the vivacky of your conversation) the elegance 
of your manners, and the virtuea of your heart, are 
known to aD, who- have the pleasure of beiug ac^ 
quainted with yon. They are topics on which t 
need net enlarge. 

Sh^l I betray my own secret ? The iact is, I an» 
rather selfish on thi; occauon : I mean to gratiiy 
my pride, by declaring in thi» pnblie manner, that 
I am lavoured by you and your amiable sisters with 
a degree of politeness and attention-, which it has 
peverbeen in my power to deserve. Ifinyooreyes 
I have any mcritj I can guess from what source 
that partiality arises : you know that I lived many 
years m habita of friendship with Mr. Tbbaie ; yo« 
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know that I honour his memon', and to tbi's hoor 
regret the lou of so excellent a man. He is, however, 
in some degree revived, vhen I behold with a secret 
pleasure, his daughters inheritiiig the amiable qual- 
ities, and the virtues of so worthy a father. 

Not to encroach too far opoo your time, I have 
only to request your favourable acceptance of the 
fbllowii^ tjiBc, even thou^ you have been often 
delighted with the same subject in Drydcn's Vir- 
giL I have not the presumption to think of enter- 
mg the lists with our great English Poet : that task 
required such a genius as Mr. Pope. I must, how- 
ever, observe, that you will find, in what it here 
offered to you, a more genuine and true account of 
the Bees than was known in Virgil's time. But 
truth, it is s^d, ou^t not to be spoken at all times ; 
to you I am sare it ought ; and, for that reason, I 
beg leave to add one truth more, which is, that I have 
the honour to be, with the greatest esteem, 

Dear Madam, 

Your moat obliged 

And most obedient 

Hionble servant, 

ARTHUR MUHPHT. 

Hammer*mith Terrace j 
30(A S^rck, irss. 
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X HE Bee, artificer of nectar'd store, 
Sung by the Mantnan Bard on Tiber's shore, 
Invites the Muse i ye sons of Andent Rome, 
Whose splendid virtues triumph o'er the tomb ; 
Who still Burrive in the historic page, 
Applauded and rever'tl in every age ; 
Forgive a Modem Bard, nho dares aspire 
To touch the chords of Virgil's sacred lyre ; 
To trace the theme, which he divinely sung, 
His tuneful haip while all the' graces strung, 
And sylvan nymphs, with the harmonious Nine, 
Gave sweetest melody to every line. . 
Oh ! not for me to vie with Maro's strain, 
But still, Fair Sdence, still thy stores remain. 
Aided by thee In patnre's maze I view 
More than the ancient sages ever knew ; 



I, Google 



» THE BEES__CANTO L 

And tho' the Roman charms vith gracefiil eaic, ^ 

Plain truth I boaatj by thM aspire to pletkBC, C 

Th*hl>torian,(I) not the poet, of the Bees. J 

In elder dnies) conceal'd frran human ught, 
To Toods the subtle nadoas wing'd their ffigbt j 
In CRvems there, or trunks of oak decay'd 
To wazen cells amhroual stoixB coavey'd. 
But soon to lure the solitary tribes 
T« (odal hfie man tried by vaTioue bribes. 
With aromatic sveets he strow'd the way^ 
And plac'd before them all Ibe blooming Mar* 
Lur'd bjr the fragrance that perfiim'd the air, 
To new abodes the misanthrc^s repair;; 
In caves and dns their laws no longer fdan^ 
But throng to hold kind intcrcoarse with man-; 
For man they work ; for man their labours thrire-; 
To man they yield the treasures of the HWe ; 
Yet modest still, a veil their caudon draws 
Thdr maonvrs o'er their government and laws. 

While thus, tho' civiliz'd, they shun the light, 
JIow shall the muse tiieir wmderous deeds recite i 
Content to l^mur ia their 'Cloae retreats, 
1'hey mould their wax, and hoard their gidden sweets. 
If spies approach their secrets to desciy, 
With soul all up in arms enrag'd they fly, 
"With darts envenom'd round. th' invader clinj^ 
And leave their little livcs(3) in crei7 ating. 
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Y«t were their nature known, the vtaoe of Fame 
^Withloud applause their merit would ipi-oclaini J 
But Fame's a motive which they never feelj 
Their ruling passicm is the public weal. 

Loag from the. eye of man and foce of daf 
loTolr'd in darkness all their cnatomE la;, 
-Until a sage well jrers'djn nature's lore, 
A genius fbrm'd all gcience to explore, 
Hives well coDtriv'd in diiystal fi-ames[3) di^os;4( 
-And there the-bosj titiiensinclos'iL 
By that Dedaliaa art &am danger free, 
./.nd the fierce .pasiloiis of the jealous Bee, 
The prudent seer in bis transparent case 
■Could all their.Iaws, their works, and manners trace .* 
What he disclos'd the Muae shall here relate,; 
A Georgic d^ng from an. insect state. 

The birds of heaven on Tagrant paiionG %, 
"Thur wants ingrores and meadows to supply^ 
And, when benighted, they forsake the glade 
To rest on trees, or seek some woodland shade. 
Not so Jhe Bees.: in iheH own well-built cell, 
Their settled mantion, they delight to dwelL 
Thit their.sew policy, their favorite plan, 
And in this only they resemble man. 
By hoarded wealth no individual tries 
Above the modest citisens to rise ; 
No aor^d ftvarice tiunts the generous min^^ 
Their stockin common lies to allresigu'd^ . 
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And when in civil compact thejr unite, 
Ko >Ute is u Dbiervaot of the right. 

They b»l iDCcsunt in their counti^'s came. 
And ply their Toit, nor widi for vain applause. 
Next to their progeny their caret incline, 
Ambitious to perpetuate the line. 
And while auccestive population thrlvei. 
To late posterity the state survives, 

Abondant stores in magaiines to lay 
Tlie whole emplt^ and business of the day. 
For that they tml j in that place all thdr -Joy, 
And in thrir different spberea their skill emplc^. 
In meadowi, ^Ids, and.groves the pilferers roam* 
In house-hold cam the s^ work at home. 
The sun declining, through the murky air 
BadL to their ttive the vagrant bands repair. 
Therein soft slumtier close their willing eyes, 
And bush'dja silence the whole nation lies. 
When the dawn bluthes in the eastern dime, 
The watcbfiil elders, iiugal of tlieir time, 
Start from their .couch ; ezultiog clap their wings, 
And with their busy hum the city rings ; 
They sound tV alarm, the youn^r race excite, 
And to thelaliours of the field jnvite. 
Rous'd by the din, the young their coich despise. 
And flickering on their wings wIUi vigour rise. 
As-wheo an army, at the dawn of day, 
Harshai their l>oI4 brigades in diead array.; 
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The tnnnpet's cluigor every bresBt alarms, 
And the field gliuen with their burnish'd arms. 
So the Bees^summon'd to their daily tiul, 
Arise, and meditate their fragrant spm) ; 
A-nd ere they Btart, in fancy wing their way, 
And in the absent fidd devour their prey. 
No rest, no panic, no May ; the eager band 
Rash through the gnte, and isBuc cm the land; 
fly wild of wing, a teeming meadow choose, 
Rifle each flower, and sip nectareous dews. 

For depredatitui while the rovers fly. 
Should some sagadoae Bee a garden spy, 
Or a rich bed of rosea newly blown, 
Scorning to taste the luxury alone, 
She summons all her Mends ; her friends obey ; 
They throng, they press, they urge, they seize their prey ; 
Rush to the socket of each blooming flower. 
And from that reservoir the sweets devour ; 
Tia with the liquids from that source dUtill'd 
Their eager thirst their honey-bags has fiU'd. 
Untiv'd they work, insatiate still for more, 
And viscous matter for their domes explore, 
lliat treasure gain'd, in parcels small and neat 
Tl'cy mould the spcul, and press it with their feet ; 
Then in the bags, which nature's hand has t^TitI'(ll 
Around their legs, a safe conveyance lind. 
Kor yet their labours cease ; their time they pass 
In rolling on the leaves, un^ the mass 
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Clings to their bodies, then in wild career 
Loaded with bootj-, to their cells they steer. 

Soon as tite &prhig its genial wannth renews^ 
And from the ri^^ flowers calls forth the dews^ 
Th* indostrioua multitude on every plaui 
Begin the labours of the vast campa^n, 
Ere the parchtl meadows mourn their verdure flod^ 
And the sick rose-bud hangs it»drooping head. 

But if the rigour of ungenial skies 
Small hopes of hencf or of wax- snppliei, 
On oaks and firs the bmy troop appear^ 
Gathering the glue that to the bouglu adheres ;. 
With that, as pitch tenacioHSi the; cmtrixe 
To close each orifice atoondtheir hii-e ; 
And thus, e^dt crann; well w ith cement lin'df. 
J.ike prudent masqns every cell tbey bind; 

If we survey the structure of the Bee- 
Twoarms adjoining to the neck- we see, 
A hand to eKb, tfiat fingers apt displays^ 
Wax to collect, and honey-combs to raise.. 

When from the field her store the plunderer brings^ 
She grasps the roof, and there suspended clingSj 
Not with vain glory to display her prize, 
And with her riches strike admiring eyes, 
But to unload her llvat the hesse-hold train 
May join, and send her to her sylvan reign. 
The housC'hold train unpack the lead with cart, 
Ansl with the spoil to instant work repair ; 
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And, vhile abroad the youTig for plunder go^ 
No lazy iodoleoce, do respite know, 
But knead and IKbour fbr the public nae 
The ductile wax, and the ambrosial juice ; 
Or else, like artiats in proportiim skll'd, 
Rooms for the rising generation build. 

AH have their provincA in the general toil, 
All know th^ task i from labour none recoiL 
Some bend the arch, and with attention dne, 
Like skilfiil architects, the works review ; 
No thin partitions leave, smooth every place,. 
That no sharp Angles may the cells deface. 
- When to the hive her plunder to convey 
A Bee attempts Or bear some load away. 
Eager and ready their best aid to lend, 
In troops the busy multitude attend. 

For bustling throngs that pass with eager pace, 
Their baildings leave a free and vacant space ; 
Without the geometric nlea of man, 
No city boasts so regular a plan. 
To guard their nectar from the solar beam, 
Or winter's frost, they glue each porous seam; 
Lodge in their store-house their collected prey, 
Yet leave at large provision fbr the day. 
Neatness prevails } all avenues are clear. 
And tuM and order through the hive appear. 

Worn out with age, or by disease oppress'df 
When stretch'd Jn death a Bee sinlcs down to refit, 
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With the cold corpfie a melBDcholy trfun 
lo^low procession seeks the neighboriDg pUin ; 
There their lost friend on the cold sod they iaj. 
And the last rites and funeral honours pay. 

If e'er a snail, as history relates. 
Elude the guard, and pass the city gate^ 
The Bees with horror see hii hideous glare, 
And scent his mucus in the tainted air ; 
They rush to war ; war sounds iu every cell, 
And the foe shi'inks contracted in his shell ; 
There close entrench'd the pointed darts defies^ 
Tilt the Bee's genius a new scheme supplies i 
With viscous heaps the- monster they surround. 
And safe enclose him in the waxen pouud. 

Should foi-eign troops near their domain appear) 
They know no danger, no invasion fear. 
While their out-guards patrole the open plain. 
And at the gates the sentinels remain. 
No town beueg'd, taarms when danger calls. 
And ruin threatens their beleagvr'd walls. 
Can with -more skill a chain of posts combiDe', 
Or in close ambush place the martial line. 

Aroun4 their dome the worm oft winds Its way, 
Ai>d butterflies their fluttering wiiigs di^lay; 
Straight the whole nation bums with martial fires ; 
They fight, they dart their stings, the foe expires, 

A pest more noxious, of the lizard kind. 
To war perpetual with the Bees Cnclin'di 
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Invades the manuon ; swaFins soon horer ronnd ; 
The tumult thickens, and the cells resound. 
For the defence of all the state holds dear 
Asso^tims in each street appear ; 
With souls on fire, inspired with warlike rage, 
They form their phalanx, and the foe engage ; 
Till to the wing'd militia fbrc'd to yield, 
He shuns th' unequal war, and quits the.field. 
By valour while the Bees gain endless iame, 
Humanity adds lustre to their name. 
Tbey give their sick whate'er their stores can yield. 
And cull for them the pliysic of the field. - 
Bat to state-crimes no lenity they show> 
The lazy sluggard is a public foe. 
Him they pursue with unrelenting hate^ 
Against him tbey unsheath the swerd of state ; 
And, lest th' example to ccMitagion rise, 
A victim to the laws the culprit dles> 
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0) VANtBDE, iDibis-intioductioDtpropoiBi to give ■ ftill' 
uid exact account of the (lupriiioff ciutomi and manners of 
the Beei. Tliii form* the subjectof one of bis suteen Bodu 
on Hiubandiy, in each of -which he expatiates on Home parti- 
cuhtP bnuich of ninl economf. His Poem of th« Beea is ele- 
gantly writtAD, and, though not to be compared te Virgil's in- 
imitable s^le, yet, in point of truth and nal iolbniiation, is 
(uperior to that of th« Roman Poet, vbo, it-is to belament* 
ed, did not know the facts, whidi modern (UBCOTcnes hare- 
brought to light. 

The iimnUoD of glass hives- bj Maratdi, enabled that famous 
philoBOpbeB tO'give an exact History of the Bees, as through 
that tranipueiUi medium ha was ahle t» ^KTve the manners, 
the genius, and all the laboon of these wondeiful insects. He 
published his account in the Hittoire de L'Aeadmit Soyal dct 
ScieMet, on the 6th November, 1713. Vaniere professes to 
have collected his materials from Maialdi, and has done them 
ample justioe. Of the truth no doubt can be entertained,. 
when we find, that, since that time, Reaumur, another mem- 
ber of the Aoademy of Sciences at Paris, pubtiabed his 
History of Insects, and, in.almost all particulars, coincides 
withMarahli. 

(3) Jaileuvi Apilmi natvra dedit ventri conteittnn. Ad unum 
ietittn Aqc infiitt quidam eat tiatitn tirttri patarit. 

Pliny, I^b. xi. s. ix. 
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(3) Pliny t«lU u(, that the Be«* lit, lilcefaeni, to hitch (lie'iF 
j^oung' I uid tbii he Myi vu teen, in the niburb* of Rome, in 
the gardens of lome mui of conaulu rank, by the medium of 
Iiirci mide ot \ntptrtnx, horn, like luiternt. But he does not 
tay that he aaw this himtelf : it tccmi fivm hi* manner of sta- 
ting it, in the gaideni utitylarit njutdatn, that he beard x- 
mere vague report ; fbr incubation among the Beei haa neTcr 
been leen. Had the uie of the traniparent hive, like a lan- 
lem, been knonn at Rome, the trlie hiitory of the Beea, moit 
{iTobtbly, would not have been Nierred for Maraldi. 
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ilEFORE tbe poet's eje oev wonders spring ; 

Tia yours those wonders heavenly Muse, to sing. 

Tis 7ours to teU> amidet & Tirgin race 

Their numerous iuue £rom what source to trace ; 

Whence firing tfce tnyriads ere the year goes rouacl, 

That sallj forth pew colgniei to found. 

'TIS yours, ye Nine, a ray of light to give } 

The truth you teach, to latest time shall live. 

From you we leam th^ secret with suiprise 

That all their various generatiiHis rise 

From <»ie prolific Queen :(l) In Virgils's lay* 

A solitary king the sceptre sways ; 

A Mng, insensible of female charms* 

Stranger to Venus ajid love's soft alarms. 

But, late discover'd, truth begins to shine ; 

Ifo saUqne law exdudes the fentale Use.' 
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As o'er the Amaioni on Scythian plains 
In royal state Pentbesilea reignt ; 
With Bees the same sound policy is seen ; 
Their monarchy it govern'd by a Queen. 

Indulgent nature gives the royal bh- 
A form much larger, a majestic air. 
Aronnd her &ce black jet and streaks of white, 
Emblems of dignity, their tints unite. 
Bedropt with gliitening gold her wings display 
The purple blushes of the rinng day. 

And yet she boasts no military pride ; 
Nature no dart envenom'd has supplied, 
She rules by law ; no blood her counsels stains, 
But mercy her prerogative maintains. 
On her with ardent zeal her subjects wait| 
. On her depends the glory of the state. 
While the in health supports her just command^ 
'TIS joj' and lo Pcan through tlie land. 
Should ^ckoess suzeiier, her approaching doom 
The nation dreads ; a melancholy gloom 
Hangs lowering o'er the state ; the anxious train 
Nor mould their wax, nor seek the flowery plain. 
No work perform'd, they crowd with dismal moan 
To the Queen's palace, and in anguish groan. 
Should Fate's stem mandate close at length her dayS| 
With horror Btnick(2) their dismal notes they raise; 
Around the bed extended where she lies, 
Loud shrieks and lamentations rend the skies. 
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Tbither they throng, they press, they groan, they weep, 
Howl through the day, at ni{^t sad vigils keep, 
Until, her cold remains convey'd away, 
The last sad obsequies the moumers pay. 

The rites perforni'd, a gayer scene appear* ; 
Hereditarj right the Bee reveres. 
The elder princess monnts the vacant throne, 
And her just claim her willing subjects own. 
If neighboring nati<mk threaten fierce alarms. 
Her bold brigades undaunted rush to arms. 
Unfit by nature ibr th' embattled fray, 
She ne'er attempts her valour to display, 
But lilce a skilful general presides, 
Marshals the squadnms, and the battle guides. 

When the warm sun salutes with genial light 
The teeming fields, and zephyrs bland invite 
To purer air, if then she choose to rove 
In fiowery gardens, or the verdant grove, 
The guards, to shidd her through the glowing sky. 
Around her majesty with ardour fly. 
If on the grass(3) her weary limbs are laid, 
To bear her to the town they lend their aid. 
When in her palace plac'd, a &ithful band 
Around the portal take their silent stand. 
If through the realm a journey she pursue, 
The works, the cells and magazines to view. 
Where'er she moves, that way their course they bead> 
And in her progress cm thrir Queen attend. 
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As the prond Ottoman, who towsrf tbot* 
Tk> of aflcction, *nd courabial Itvt, 
Seeks, for rariet^, hb dene to fill 
With blooming virgins, plinrt to bis win ; 
So has the sorerelKD Bee her uDttrous train ^ 
Proud of her charms, of her attraction vain. 
She boasts her Male Seraglio; imcimfin'd 
Her favours grants, and miUtipIies hw kiacL 
When in apt Mason her InlrlgUee begtof 
No law has made prtygamf a rilk 

Her paramours, an klle, rctrenil t-Ace, 
Dissolv'd in pleasnre, and love*! ioft etabMO*,. 
In sloth bglorioua loiter in the hive, 
And from their vice the name otDtOHtS Attlvt. 
Hence, vrhea the sott in Libra mowHs (bo tky^ 
Against the alnggard crew (h' htdustriOHt Hy, 
And lest the state a barthen ^oald nalntaia. 
In one vast carnBSe(4) stretch them on the pli^t. 
Should some sarvive the slaughur of the dir, 
The refuse from the refthn it chas'd awaf . 

The throes tf natnre soon the Queen iavit«- 
To bring the froit of her amours to l^f ; 
She then retires ; her cbild4Md pMgi endures. 
And for each egg a separate cell secores. 
Mean time her subjects to her dome repair, 
Fresh roses strew, and fan with wings the air i 
Try all their arts her spirits to cnn^oM, 
And with soft mttmHH>s IhU her to Kposc; 
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The room hexagonal in which ehe Ues, 
Bf glue is guarded from Inquiring eyes ; 
For modesty her reign here settled sees, 
And, fled from maids of honour, dwells willi Bees. 

Oft as the' Queen invokes Lacina's aid. 
Ten future citizens in eggs are laid i 
Those, like our dames of quality, she sends 
Out to be nun'd by her plebeiaa iriends. 
Her friends the tender task witb pleasure sbar^ 
And rear the little progeny with care. 
Wrapp'd in their case the torpid embryos Ifc, 
Till the fifth sun atcends the purple sky ; 
Then throng the shell a worm its passage finds, 
And crawling forth in spiral motions Winds. 
A juice the nurses, like new milk, provide^ 
And with that food the infont grvb's supply'd. 
That aliment in time they change, aad lay 
A train of honied store along the way. 
Soon plastic <Natisre works l>y secret meansr 
To raiae the grovling worm to higher scenes. 
Legs, claws, and stings the ductile matter makes^ 
And a new form and shape the insect takesy 
Smit with the novelty, with pride ela:te, 
And wondering much at its Aurclia state. 
For their wlng'd being while they thus prepare^ 
If then, " a n^>plng and an eager atr," 
Retard tiieir growth, and check the seeds of Q£e/ . 
The elders round ikem press with eager striic ; 
C3 
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From the keen ptntdng brtezt sUeU cverr pert. 

And by their buitlitiE drdei warmth impirt. 

Nor thus content, their cares they still extuid 

The ptBijr race from danger to defcad. 

For this a fence around their nesti th»y iiai 

Wkh vtBcotts glue, impervious to the wind. 

But ere icqucstcr'd from the beams of day, 

Food for twelve dayi in every cell they lay. 

That time elapt'd^ the walls that bar their SigHt 

The prisoners guaw, impatient for the light ;. 

They struggle into life j with wondering eyes. 

See fluttering niyriads all arooad than rise ; 

Survey the vnulted roof, the crowd* that fill 

The pendant manrions, and the builder^ skill ; 

Then view themselves, admh-ing, as they cfaang^ 

A metamoiphosk so new and suaage. . 

Their reptile ori^ they bow deapiss, 

Tet doubt their wkigs, and ffear to trust the skies> 

Till seeing numbers in thel^ airy height,. 

They try their strength, and snatch a fearful fligbiL 

At length the citizens for work prepare, 

Fly all abroad, aad cleave the liquid air. 

The young then fearii^ to be left behind,. 

Join in the chase, and saU along, the wind; 

By mstinct tai^ht, from flower to flower they stray. 

Pilfer the sweets and bear the spoil away ^ 

And thw inittated learn to swell 

With golden Mctar &e distended celk 
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In fields and ktotbi vhile tbcM freebooter* r«»n> 
A prudent utgc condnBt* affitirs lit home, 
Surveys the cells, and where a Saw she finds, 
With firm tenacioos glae the structure blnilt. 

rni* Queen tus nOYf produc'd her inftnt Irabv 
And the throng'd hive no longer can Contain 
Such vast redundant tribes ; with young deUgbt 
The swarms begin to meditate their flight. 
But where to settle I in what region meet i 
Of their new monarchy where fix the seat ? 
Under a Princess of the r<7al line 
They plan their schemes, and form-thdr bold detagn. 
To raise her to a throne they all cotiBplrCf 
And in lier bosom fan ambition's fire. 

The Princess, conscious of her right to sway 
The future realm, prepares to lead the way. 
At early dawn she c^ls her friends aronnd, 
And mimics with her hum the trumpet's sound ; 
Exulting claps her wings, and soon she sees 
Following her standard the rerolting Bees ^ 
Exhorts them to renounce their native land, 
And found an empire on some distant strand. 
To her the wandering tnbe with ardour clings, 
Charm'd with her youth, her mien, her bomish'd wbgx 
All, whom' the schemes of innovation please, 
Hold clubs and meetings ; the United Bees 
Are then in council ; they advise, debate^ 
Reiolv'd to found an mdependant state. 



I, Google 



3» THE BEES.™CANTO 11 

During those days all work is at a stand ; 
Nor groves, nor lawns invite tUe roving band. 
From fragrant flowers the mal-contents abstaii^, 
Noc seek the gardens, nor the teeminj^ grain. 
The domes, the cells, the stores, the waxen frame 
Prom politicians no attention claim ; 
Tbeir former government no more tbe^ prize, 
But In their clubs the public welfare dies. 
With their new principles the cells resound, 
And the bold Hachiavels the gates surround. 

Thus when sediticm, wak'd by vile intrigue, 
In some great empire forms a treacherous league ; 
When lurking foes brood o'er their fell design, 
And state reformers in their plot combine ; 
Though yet rebellion has not rais'd its head. 
The correspondkig clubs dire danger spread, 
New weapons forge, their blunted swords repair. 
Sharpen their poniards, and their pikes prepare^ 

The young princess her party to revive, 
Flies wild of wing through all Ihe bustling hive ; 
And to renounce at once their native rights^ 
The friends of revolution she inviles. 
If prompt they're found, and willing to obey, 
She gives the word, and marshals them the way. 

The Drones, in peace a dull inactive crew, -' 
Bnt ever prone new measures to pursue. 
Rush to the gate, the emigrants excite,. 
And with loud clajigor urge them to the flight. 
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Sublime upon the nimiait of the. hire 

The FriDccH ucB-ber tvoc^s m crowda arrive ; 

The troops in crowdt, devoted to her cauM^ 

Rush to her court, and tnxinnDr their appUnw. 

Their coiobiBatioa gIoMt tttll to drair, 

And bind the b<dd icceden by a lav, 

The chic& aroDad their Queen la circlaa shine, 

And thus embodied mark their &i*d dengn. 

Lest by delay their spirit shiMld s^iside, 
The qoeen commands tbe ranki to open iridc ; 
Then rears her standard; strai^ the swarms obe^, 
And crowds of legions quite OblCUre the day. 
Not far their march extends ; they bend their coarse 
To the next forest, and ooUect their force, 
llterc for their meeting a fit station seise, 
And cling siupmded, clustering <Ht the trees t 
Bat soon irreaohibe, to doubt inclis^d, 
Waver, resolve, and fix, and change their mind. 
Shall we, thcf ciy, to fitrcign regions roam, 
Or to new realms prefier obt native home i 
Their resolntion foil* ; they cast their eyes 
Back to their hire, nor Airther trust the skteK 

Ere this the new-tMm race, an eager bandy 
Who left their cells ta seek a foreign land, 
Engag'd tbe elders, an ezperienc'd train. 
To plan and organise thur infsot reign. 
But with wite forecast, for the public good, 
Tbe beuaeliold Bees cull'd fron the vagrant brood 



D,g,r,z»-i h, Google 



32 THE BEES—CANTO II 

A tribe for depredation in tlie field, 

To percti on flowen, and glean whate'er they yields 

Leit age should siill be forc'd to bear the toil, 

Or else anticipate the wintcr'Spoil. 
The Queen whene'er «he doubts her feeble powers, , 

Or dreads the tempests, or Impending showers, 

Sounds a retreat— homeward her march she bends. 

There by new levies to increase her EricDds. 

Her army follows her with ioad delight, 

Admitted inmates for th' ensuing night; 

But when the dawn returns with saffron ray. 

The old inhabitants forbid their stay. 

And if no lowering cloudideform the sky. 

They rise in arms, and bid the truants fiy. 
The truants proud, to htmour still alive, 

Scorn to be banish'd from their native hive. 

They Btanfl at bay ; contention, strife, and rage. 

And civil dlidgeon the whole state engage. 

But if the victory hangs in even scale,. 

And neither party can by force prerail, 

A truce ensues ; the man^ons they divide, 

And by that compromise their claims decide. 

One party in the upper region dwells, 

The rest inhabit all the lower cells. 

Their separate interests there they aU pursne. 

No social love, no public good in view. 
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NOTES. 



(1) THE tuiclents agreed io usignin^ * King to the B«<a. 
Vir^ adopted the eitablished oplnioa, and further aaya, that 
tbe breed is continued without coition, the joung being gath- 
ered fi«m Bowers andthe leaves of trees. 

Msrtin, the kamed editor of Virgil's Pastorals and Geof' 
gics, observes that " The poet's account is by no means con* 
" ustent with the doctrine of modem philosophers, who aa- 
" aert, that no animal, nor eren plant, is produced without a 
" concurrence of the two seies. It is true that the doctrine of 
" equivocal generation was so generally admitted by the an- 
" cients, that it !a no wonder Virgil should adopt it. We find 
" the same opinion advanced by Aristotle in bis Fifth Book of 
" the History of Animals. But tbe msdon philosophers have 
" been more happy in discovering the nature of these wonder- 
"(a\ insects. The labouring Bees do not appear to be of either 
" sex ; the Drones are discovered to have the male organs of 
" generation, and the King of the ancients is found to be a 
" Qjieen, wholly employed in the increase of the family. She 
" lays several thousand eggs every aiimmer, &om which ia 
"hatched a small white norm, which in due time changes 
" either to a Bee, or a Drone." Manin Ath Georgit, Nate 197'. 
It may be further observed, that Virgil, according to the gen- 
eral opinion of antiquity, imagined that Bees were produced 
from the putrid bodies of cattle ; but Martin aaya, it is not to 
be conceived that those insects are generated from putrefac- 
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tion. The truth it, nieh eueuti are a proper Mccptacle for 
the joung'i and therefore the female pneot may chuK there to 
lay her cg^, that the warmth of the fermenting juices may 
help to hatch them. Jlfarttn ith Georgie, Ifvte 395. 

(S) Sege camvmpli) tn»rtt fkit, igTuno dalore f lun dimt etri' 
vthau, nan proteJeiu, tritti lonnm murmure glomerauttir cirem 
vorpHt ejvt. Sattrahitur itaqut didacta multiauUnt ; aliat tptc- 
tantti txanimam Itiaufn nan tnittaunt. Lib. xi. a. XX. 

(3} Fututn regtm humerit nbitvait, ptrtantqae. 

Lib. xi.*,rru. 

(4) Martin hji the Dronei are the males, and after (he 
troit of neneration la over, tbe^ arc driven from the hire by 
the AmazDDs. Plinj lajit, Catantiam intrdam natatit, cartigaM 
7n»x, ttpamimt msrtf. Ii>3>. zL i. & 
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CONTENTS. 

THE truce doei not lott longb-k civil w*r cn(ue»— a Queen 
teftds the forcei on e«eh side — Deicription of the butle— 
The Queen killed — dejection and ^ef of her irroj — peace 
Ii made — The elden often foreiee irapendin^; danger — to 
prerent a war, the)' dettroy the elder PrinceiE — The Bees, 
notwithstanding their knowledge of the weather, are oden 
eaught in ludden itoniM, and gieat nunbers periab— The 
owner of the hive tcea the necetiity of more ample room, 
and by enlarging the place, hinders the swarms from sally- 
ing forth — The hive, attacked hy wild Beea from caves and 
forests, suffers terrible depredation — Whea the young 
QuEen is destroyed, the swsrms, having lost their leader, 
never venture to fly abroad — The lazy disposition and luzU' 
ry of the Drones— In the antumn tbey are destroyed, or 
driven away, that they may not devour the stores laid up for 
wintei^-The Drones revive in the springi—wsrmed by the 
BUD, they burst Ibetr riieHs which lay chilled during the 
winter — they crawl forth, but the animosity of the waAing 
Bees still continues, and numbers of the Drones are itwtant- 
ly destroyed — the rest are reserved as the lovers of the 
Queen — Of at) the animals that cohabit with man, none but 
the Beea know how to provide food tor themsEhes — When 
the swarma go forth, roan should provide hives for them— 
In the winter the Beea cl»m every kind of assistance, and 
in return Ihey give the best example of peace and good or- 
der— war and destruction the delight of man. 
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JjUT tlie bellig'rent powen no trace can qncU, 
la the Mme camp like riral states thcf dwell, 
Intestine feuds the public mind alarm. 
And the fierce citiiens for tumult arm. 
Pent in their hive tbey scorn a war to wage, 
But, at the signal given, with martial rage 
Rash to the fields of air, and there display 
Their proud battalions, panting for the fray. 
To form their ranks both sides impatient fly, 
Res«d*'d to conquer, or with glory die. 
A Queen on either side the troops inspires 
With generous ardour, and each bosom fires. 
The body-guard, a brave, a faithful band, 
Roond the Queen-Mother close embodied stand, 
Nor from that station are they known to yield, 
Tilt call'd to turn the fortune d the field. 



D,g,r,z»-i h, Google 



» THE BEE3— CANTO m. 

The youDg, whom tiigfi fermenting sjpicita guide, 

Inflame their partizans with martial pride. 

With rage impetuous the^ begin the fight i 

Bees rush cm Bees, find friends 'gainst friends unite ; 

Beak points at beak, stings threaten ftdrcrse stings, 

Claws clash with daws, wings glitter against wiogs ; 

T^ more than civil war ; in hostile rows 

Two kindred armies meet like mortal foes. 

Havoc and uproar rend th' etherial plain, 

" And the gor'd battle bleeds in every vein." 

O'er all the ranks wild rage and terror bound ; 

They fight, they drop, their bodies strew the jjound. 

Not quicker falls in beeps tlie driven snow^ 

From frosen caves when northern tempests Uow. 

BellMia stalks in blood ; the fiery soul, 

While the Queen lives, no danger can controul. 

Who takes her life, a phalanx first must slay, 

And sail in blood along tU'ettwreat way. 

So firm her guards : to fate if(l) *« resigns. 

In her tlie pillar of the state declines. 

Her army sees her fall ; no mere ihey ply 

Their drooping wings ; tears gush from every eye. 

A pause ensues ; no sound, no fierce alarms 

Ring through the air ; they rest upon their arms ; 

No more by valour seek renown to gain ; 

Their love of glory diea, their sovereign slain. 

Farewell the pomp of war ; oppress'd with woe, 

In long procession, melancholy, slow, 



D,g,r,z»-i h, Google 



THE BEES—CANTO m. 

Honienard they bend ; there heave a hollow moan, 
Aad view disconsolate the vacant throne. 
Unlike those «ictor« fierce with rage and pride, 
They now relent, and spare the vanquish'd side. 
The partiea meet, embrace, arc foes no more. 
And all the thunder of the war is o'er. 
Of their dissentians they for^t the cantie, 
And calm enjoy their country twd their laws. 

Oft times the wiser few, ere yet too late^ 
Foresee the dire convulsions of the state ; 
And when Sedition talks of a reform, 
Of treason they foresee a gathering storm, 
sun the Queen Mother's laws her house restrahi| 
Bnt the young Princess plans a separate reigu- 
From her ambitiou ta protect the land, 
The veterans collect a faithful band. 
Her they invest ; they strike the patriot blow, 
And send their victim(3)>to the shades below. 
As when the Turk beholds witlk jealous eyes 
A rival brother near the throne arise ;, 
The Janizaries Join to guard the state, 
And by one death ward off their country's fete ; 
Or else the Mutes, who round the Sultan stood, 
Combine, and strangle for the public good.. 

But if the rising generation thrive 
With large incvease, and overflow the hive. 
The elders to thr young assistance grant, 
And urge their Queen new colonies to plant. 
d2 
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But still, bj- patriot cares forever led, 
A want of bands if they begin to dread. 
The Virgin Princess they coademo to die ; 
None then expatriate ; none attempt to fly. 

The subtle Bees, if ne opine aright, 
Illumin'd from above with heavenly light, 
By sure prognostics from the azure plain. 
Have clear intelligeilce of storms and rain ; 
And yet, though wam'd, oft titnei with wild surprwe 
See in the atmosphere fierce storms arise, 
llien happy they, with hospitable leaves 
Whom a tree shelters, or a cave receives ; 
Dash'd down on earth the rest afflicted lie, 
O'erwhelm'd by floods, and in the delage die. 

Their loss th' industrious natioa soon repairs. 
And oft the owner of the hive prepares 
More ample space, where they may live in peace. 
And by that art bids civil discord cease. 
Tueirhive enlarg'd the Bees with wonder view. 
And domes and cells to build their tul renew. 
Capacious mansions overjoy'd they find. 
With ware-rooms for their stores of every kind. 

The realm of Bees, like every other state, 
Invasions unprovokd, and big with fate, 
Must oft encounter : from woods wild and drear 
A daring race, fei'ocioiis, void of fear. 
Invest the region of mild peace and joy, 
And rob, 117 waste, and plunder, and destroy.- 
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Ab wben forth issuing &t Ambition's call 

Barbarian hordi ^m Scythia, or from Gaol, 

By requisitions fovm their savage bands, 

Dispeople realms, and seize the neighboring lands, 

Raiae contributions, new republics plan, 

And call destructive force " The Rights of Man." 

Not with less rage the wild ferocious crew 

Of Forest-Bees their plundering war pursue. 

No pause, no respite ; onward still thej- drive, 

And in their fury burst the pec^Iedhive ; 

Pillage the cells before the owner's eyes, 

And whosoe'er reaiuts, that moment diet, 

Innr'd to rapine, to wild horror bred. 

Carnage and plunder through the camp they.apread. 

Till with blood glutted, loaded with their prey, 

Back to their caves the Vandals wing their way. 

The state laid desolate, the frugal Bee 
Submissive, patient, is constraint to see, 
The feeble realm nnable todefend, 
And with a fierce banditti to contend. 
The buildings shake ; the tottering walls resound, 
Domes, cells, and combs lielevell'd with the ground. 

If these calamities should now conqiire 
To ui^e the discontented to retire, 
The crisis warns them, while they see each wall 
Rent from its base, and nodding to its fall ; 
But they are wam'd in vain ; a Queen no more 
Summons her friends new regions to explore ; 
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She ietl a victim ; her sftd penuve train 
In the same territory still remain, 
War from the qaariy to collect with care^ 
And widi Palladian art the works repair. 

While the yoang citiiens for fresh nipply 
To grore*, and meada, and fiowery gardeni fiyt 
And redolent of thyme and fragrast tpcnl 
The batty hive reaoundi with varioua tul— 
The Dronea, debanch'd, and idle from their prime^ 
Who dedicate to Vena* all their Umti, 
For other's j[Ood unknowing how to feel. 
And ever careleu of the public weal, 
ITid in some close recess ccnsame tiic day, 
Dissolv'd in doth, and dream the hours awayy 
Or if the son with warm and psrple light 
Glows in the bearena, and hill and dale bvite. 
The lazy crew a short excursion make 
To the neit garden ; there their pleasure takr 
Midst Terdant bowers ; in beds of rotes lark. 
Too nice for t<ul, too delicate for work. 
To sip fitwi Sowers their arwnatic dew»^ 
Such labour coarse their tender nerres refnse. 
At ease redin'd, while birds around them sing*. 
They taste tlie fragrance of the blooming spring. 
Till hunger calls ; then to their home repair. 
And feast on stores dcaign'd for winter-fare. 

Mean time the eiders, to their country true,. 
With indij^atlot) see the hostile crew ; 



D,g,r,z»-i h, Google 



THE BEES-_CANTO Ul 4 

Yet ever anxious to secure their end, 

With prudence, till apt seasoii, they suspend . 

Their just design : when gathering clouds appear, 

And autumn ciianges the mverted year, 

A dearth of stores they wisely then foresee, 

And from the sluggish race their precincts free. 

As when a Marlh'rough, or a fam'd Eugene, 
Round some devoted town their troops convene, 
Ere yet they've rang'd their circumambient lines, 
Their trenches form'd, and subterranean mines; 
The garrison, with bosoms beating liigh 
Id honour's caase, all danger still defy ; 
Throw wide their gates, and send frojn war's alarms 
The women and the men unfit for arms i 
An idle band,, inactive, useless, bom 
" To roar sedition, and consume the com." 
Just so the Bees ; when clouds and tempests frown. 
They drive the lazy vermin from their town j 
Against a wii^ter's siege disgorge the train . 
Of DronesC*) or stretch them breathless wi thq plain. 
There without funeral rites the victims lie, 
A mouldering heap beneath &e frosen sky. 

The general carnage if a few survive, 
And lurk in sulleu mood within the hive^ 
A generous amnesty the Bees declare, 
And the offenders' lives with mercy spare. 
But to discard their foes they still insist, 
And to enforce their law their friends enlist. 
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Fonr on their ahouUcr* the ddinqaent bear. 
And leave him helpleu in the q>en air ; 
There loon he dies, chiU'd by the [uerciiig breeze. 
And paf s for all hit luxary and ease. 

Yet ibr the public good some Drones revive ; 
'Tb thein to say, " let population thrive." 
When the glad spring returns with genial ray, 
And warm! the eggs, In which the embryos lay, 
Chill'd by the winter ; then with vital strife 
The Drones begin to struggle into IiGe ; 
In torpid apathy no more they sleep. 
But burst their shells, cmwl forth, and wind, and cre^. 
Unwelcome guests ! as enemies profeit'd 
Whom the industrious citizens detest ; 
Whom as a burthen they despise and hate, 
And crash and murder in their infant state ; 
Til] tir'd at length, they quit the furious chase, 
And leave the miscreautt for tike Queen's embrace. 

Of human care the Bees have little need, 
While surer instinct prompts their every deed. 
Though Urds and beasts domesticate with man, 
For self-support none tike the Bees can plan. 
Of nectar'd sweets the gardens they bereave, 
" Yet scorn to ask the twdty owner's leave ;" 
Repair tlieir dontes, and when the works decline, 
Build, like Vitrovius, on their own design ; 
Detain the young, when public use demands, 
Or send them forth to people other lands. 
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THE BEES— CANTO HI. 

But when a colony new regions tries, 
Man then may lend his aid, then grant supplies ; 
A safe asylum to the truants give, 
£rect new domes, and lure them there to live ; 
Around the place bid vernal reees bloom. 
And fragrant cassia yield a rich perfume. 
Yet more, when northern winds begin to blow, 
And the trees bend beneath a weight of snov, 
When vegetation pines in every field, 
And meadows bound in ice no forage yield ; 
When the keen frost pervades all nature's frame, 
The helpless animals compassion claim. 
Then prove your tenderness, ye generous swatns ; 
The Bees in time will recompense your pains ; 
Teach you their policy, their large increase 
In civil union, harmony and peace ; 
While man, ambitious, proud, aspiring man. 
Makes war and desoUtion all his plan ; 
Sends armies forth his conquests to extend. 
Lays nations waste, and calls himself a Friend. 
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NOTES. 



(1) SUCH U the attention of the Beei to their Qaeeit, that 
iFahe h*)^ni to die, they vnll bave off w«rking', and take no 
fluther cue of poiteritj. Galdtmith't Anitnated ITature, Bli 
Vol. p. 1& If the Qjwen falli in tnttk; that dreadful erent 
pnti u end to the war, vntbout Katterinp dust vaaag them, 
■• recommended by Tir^ 

(3) When the Beei first begin to break their prisona, there 
are generally above in hundred eieluded in one day. Tfaw 
in the apace of a few weeki, the number of inhabitants in one 
hive, of moderate size, becomes so great, that tbere is no nKun 
to CMitain the new comers, who are, fherer«re, obliged b]r 
the old Beei to sally forth in quest of new habitations. 

Gatdtmith't Jsitnai. Ifature, Vol. S.p. 21. 

(3) Towards the latter end of summer, when the hive i« 
sufficiently stored with inhabitants, nmost cruel poli^ eniuei' 
The Drone-Bees, which are generally in a hive to the number 

of an hundred, are marited for slau^ter. These, which bad f 
bitherto led a life -of bidolence snd pleasure ; whose only em- 
ployment was in impre^atliig the queen, and rioting upMi tJie j 
labours of the hive, without aiding in the ^neral toil, now \ 
•hare the fkte of most voluptuaries, and fall a sacriSce to the 
general resentment of society. The working Bees, in a body, 
declare war against them, and, in two or three days* time, the ' 
ground all round the hire is -covered with their dead bodies. 
Jmmat. Nature, Vol. B.fi.tl*- 

(4) The working Bcei will even kill such Drones as are yet 

in the worm stale in the cell, and eject their bodies from the I 
bive, among the general carnage. Aaimat. Nature, Vel. 8- f- 
U 35. 
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THE BE E S. 



J. ORN by convulsions irhile the oationt groan, 
Astrna hainot yet rCBign'd her throne. 
A moral race On «arth «be atiU maintainB, 
Where wiUl aound pc4icf fair Tirtue reigns. 
Wish you thfat fa»{Jpy region tof survey ? 
CitMS the A^lMtic ; sail to<l} Paraguay. 
Mark hov the people and tlieir manncn ptease ; 
He paints them best, who paints the tribe of Bees, 
See from the hive bow they transplant their laws, 
Like Bees, 'laddstrious la their country's cause. 

Their iflMs and pastures know no separate bounds, 
And no llti^ods ftooe»-mark the grounds. 
For tracts of land ao tiOe deUds are shown, 
And vile ejeetineDtt there are thlng^ unknown. 
No bonds, no mortgagvs for money lent, 
And no proud landlord can distrain for rent. 
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S» THE BEES-^CAKTO IV. 

All lies in commtHi ; what thdr cr(^s prodnce 

Is Btor'd in magazines for public use. 

All luTC their province in the ^neral toil ; 

These guide the state, and those manure the soU. 

Some tend the fold tbeit"mitk-ifld[e flacky to sheer ; 

Along the vale the lowing herds to hear 

The shepherd plods villi ^y ; tb* iodustrious hind 

Works at the mill, the ripen'd c«m to grind. 

With VuIcbb'i skill some at the fei^e attend, 

To shape the uckte(3) or the ploogh-share bend. 

True social concord all their setions show. 

And with warm sympathy their bosoms glow. 

To every rank affi^tion they extend* 

Their neighbour's tnterest yith their own they htenA 

While the swau toils ateoad* vlthianj^oqa fiavp 

They view his cottage, add the irOrkB r^iair. , 

The swain at night finds all defects redreHs'd> 

And with his dour unlock'd wiks careless down to f«i 

Of sovereiKn sway tte lavs aa lystan kntflr |. 
Tlie chieft to wisdom allthcir iafiueiwe owe.. 
To their sage ceUnseH^) men obedience pay. 
And walk secure 'where virtue leads the wajt 
No cod* of laws they want, up sMtesmAn's «rti ' 
Their law is grat'd by iHttvr* TO t^ heart. 
While privat^: wealth no .iotiiudmla iicfc|» 
They fed nti imt of tU^eramdiBg ^olAt . 
The generous miiid pale envy nerer stingt ^ 
Their only strife frtHLUnBlatinB-sptinga. 
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THE BEE&-.CANTO IV. «1 

Though here the young may bridle thdr desires 
By that best rule, th* example of their sires ; 
Yet ttill their minds to polish and refine, 
And give the grace tli»t hiit each action' thibe, 
They call the masten <if each Kheralart, 
Men, who can trtie phHosopKy'iinpart ; 
Who teach the rules, which long the testhavi stood, 
Of that beat science to be wise and good. 
The chiefs elected bjr the public voice 
By wisdom atHve to justify the chcnce j. 
While the inhabitants for work, ideugtf'd^ 
Practise the arts that fsrin the laboring hind.- 
No rain pre-eminence of rank they know. 
No Lords, no Conimoners,-nor-b'igh, nor low. 
The ploughman's indusirvjUie soldier's feme- 
To praise and htnoor jgtre an et^ual claim; 

Thengh Ceres spread* her gifts with lavish handj 
And peace her ^Te branch waves o'er the land ; 
Though grim<eyed war deeps in his iron cave, 
And their foes dread them, for they know them brav&— 
Yet this wise pec^le watchful of alarms 
Are vigilant, and prompt to rise in anns. 
But still they, jc^ in bidding discord cease, 
Ready for war, yet readier far for peace ;* 
In that firm attitnde ttMlP«tate protectj- 
From insult safe, whila valoDr gains respect: 

To train tlKir troop*{4> when leisure can afibrd, 
The farmers quit the pkngh^haro for the swohl- 
S.2 
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On lactvd i»,y, «bM wttftrd to t&a di>«> 

Their hymw uid pc&ly>C (»vaB>E5] ccaie to It** t 

When tbetr devotioD end* H* |W)u atfain^ 

The TQluqteen envied iftk tbfi plaw.. 

In martbkl order ■■ ifutf pne t^ang^ 

Tto view their dicipUne the imoflx tiwemfr 

AdmirioK K»Ut v>th mUiUry p^ri^e 

Aa now their niiik* they chiM^ v^ bow ^vide ; 

Now point tbcia javcliiiS) kod. now aim the lance*. 

And with diucmb}ed i^ge retTeU* advansq i 

In variona evolutiooa a^iU diml^* 

And give a IjmUIc io their minuc ffaffr 

The ^>ani«rdt. o'er Uut diw*. who itU* hi« r«)g%. 
Well knowa their t^Imm- in th' eislaattled pl^m i. 
And lately aaW) v)(en h^ their aid lequi^'dn 
The bands with warlike soHdati^n fir'd ; 
Saw tbem iprinc vp, like Cadnwft' carth-lion crev^ - 
When £rom tl|e ao^ an ir«« htrveat iHnr ; 
Saw them pCFfomwC ir<ond*« in' tlw Mdy 
Mow down the nnks, aad fbroe the foe te yield. 
For feats like thuc nobOKttr* th^ deoaand^ 
But boDM return, nwl t^U the i^ada in hnnd^ 

Her heroeaI(oiBB todcoti^edsniajt r^ae^ 
And tnncful poets celebrate their pmiae { 
Si% Ibor dictato^a th^mn fton. d«e, plwgb 
And weave immortal oI^Ms fiv tbeir bcow ; 
Tell, while their battlM CtocinnatMs foo^, . 
Haw thcKiMtMnte in,hi*.abMMce tfatai^ 
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THS S1S£U.CAMT0 IT. 

Hii house nai brm Tequn'd the ablest hands* 
To gire the Tietor hit well cnltttr'd laads. 
Tbejr were hbftmier* ; fbr hn prirate gain 
Tended his Bock, big plant), bii hoasebold traiik 

At PantguBf no separate lands We seC) 
Bntfor the public-aH ia held in fee. 
Thfj lore tbewaTTter, hi U« cowitr^'^ cause 
U^ draws his sword far freedom and the laws. 
The varrfOTB there the scytiw or jarclm wield, 
Soldietfi br camp aad laborers in the field. 
Yet they've no property,[*] no private ctaiw. 
No Sabine farm, where they enjoy their flme. 
Hear this, Old Mome, and blnsh, however late, 
For your Patrician and Equestrian state. 

Wbene^ the season rough with storms appears,, 
IGa private loss no hidhridual iears. 
When torrents from the hills msh down am^i* 
And meditate dcstructioB to the grain, 
Alarm *d for all, be hears the deluge roar^ 
Feels for the state, atid thinks of self nb more. 
Not rich, when round hitn r^n'd crops appear ; 
Not poor, when tost the promise of the year ; 
But still, let fortune smile, or prove nnfcbd* 
He holds the even balance of his mind. 

Of EuT(q>ei and her states, and various ways, 
In happy ignorance they pass their days j 
Content against their foes to make a stand, 
And chase all sects, nQ atheists from the land. 
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M THB BEES—CANTO IV. 

Around their harbours[7] cottage* ^lej keep, . . 
Built on the margin of the brawling deep ;. 
There with kiodsidthe miirinerB snpp^j : , 
But further hospitaler ^enf. 
Kia road no traceUcr mast thfre pursuCt- 
Their laws, their manners, and their towu to view. 

While thiM tbey-liye, unknowing, o^d unknown, 
Free from the iU« that make poor mortals groan ; 
Fame, with wlioro Sctiaoa aoie than tru^ prevail^ 
To Europe fiie^ and Bpreads her wonderous tale ; 
Tells bow Ignatius' sims,[S] in every crime 
Grown bold,, are i^rast* in the western ,cUraB j. 
Usurpers^ and apoMH^s from tfaei^ Qp^ ■ 
Who rule the Indiani ^vith an iron rod... 
Europe believes what Ifing rumours say^ 
Though snflferiog hence herself beneath the rising day ; 
Driven from lapan her mu, how- great her loss, 
While the Batavians trample, on the crosiy.. 
Through base a}K»ta<? t|ieir station hold 
In every poet, and truck ttte)r God for gold.. 

At Paraguay no colonies youll find. 
Combiu'd to plonker, and oppress mankind r. 
Nor laws, nor men allow despotic sway,. 
But thee, fair Virtue '. thee all ranks tJbey. 

Benighted long, all sacred truth unknown^ 
With savage herds, themselves as.sav^ge g^wo,. 
The natives ro^tp'd, no duty understood, 
Fierce, naked, wild, mere tenants of the wood. 
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THE BEES—CANTO IV. 

Till l&te Instructed hi the Christian lore 
They hail their God,.f»ll f>rc«trMF, uid adore. 
Fair peace and moral laws they now munt^o, 
And harmonf and virtue. Eoaad-tbem reij^. 

These aits Ignatius' k}ds,[0] these pious deed» 
Sirring from your zeal — ycpur miEiioo thus succeeds. 
Y<»i drftw th' vnti^tor'd Indians fropi th^ deq, 
Tlie tnith impMFti and mould tben into men. 
To God yoB givB,^at l»s own Son dcugnM, 
When on the cross, to bitter pangs re^jin'd, 
yiPfiag^in Rggny for all mankind- , 
Votip duty don^ jtm seek{10) no worldly store ; 
Your conscience pays you and you adt no more. 

Thrice happy they o'er whom you thuspreside;,. 
Reclaim from enw, aad to TlrUui guide ; 
Wlio taught by 70a, their indnstry employ. 
And in the public good ^eir own enjoy ; 
WIm) to their neig^tboQrs sa^rifi^ thair tnM, 
And take their model from Ibe realh orBxis. 
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NOTES, 



(1) PARA.G.U AY ill proTince of SontbAmerics. bound- 
ed by Brtzil on the eut, and by Peru and Chili on the wmU 
It ii lonietimM ciJled La Plata, from the fiver of ttidt iiiitse, 
whith riiei in Peiu, andrunninip k Iod; oowk,' fiilM into tke 
Pkrajfuay nekf Bnenaa Ajna, vbjcre Uuir ))Dited atreamidis- 
chkTfrei itself into the Atlantic Ocean. The author of the 
Ei^pean Setttemenis in America (who. Doctor Aobertson 
•i)a, onght not to remain unknoiTn, as his work irosfd^ 
hMMurtowj w In E«|^«>d) iDfonoa «■, th>t,'«ari;.injktt 
laat century, the Jsauits represented to the court of Spain, 
thatlhe empire of the gospel might be extended into tl>e moBt 
unknown parts of America, and tbst all those countries migilt 
be reduced to bii CatfaoUe Majeity'i obedience, without ex- 
pense, and without fotce- The ccnMnatrapce was listeoed 
to with attention ; the sphere of the Jesuits was marked out i 
an uncontrolable liberty was g'lven to them 'within''Uidae licD- 
Its i and the geremoM of the IdjatentpeoriXces had orders 
not to inteifere. The JeM>it%eptifmdivi>a>thf;scene of action, 
and opened their spiritual campaign. They began by gather- 
ing togetiii:r about fifty wandering families, whom they potnl- 
ded to settle, and Ihey united them into a Utile township. Up- 
on this alight foundation Ihey built ft superstructure, which 
has amaicd the world, and added so much power, that it hu 
brought (freatenvy and jealousy on their society. When they 
had made a beginning, they laboured with such indefatigable 
pains, and with such masterly policy.-that, by dei^reea, they 
molliiied the minds of the most savage nations ; fixed the most 
rambling, and attracted the most averse to government. They 
prevailed upon thousands of various dispersed tribes of people 
to embrace their i«ligioii, and submit to their goTemraenl. 
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When the; hul'iafiattted^ the Jeauiu left bothinff undone, 
that could .indow tbcm to rmu^'inviibiecdoD, orOuiCctnU 
tend t» tocKase their numben It i* Mid, Uifttfiomndi is- 
contid^rablb beginmnga, theii lubjeot*, several yew* agOf 
imounted to three handred thouiuid &milieB. They acMin- 
-pliihed b BUMt ezttaoidinuy conqneit -ovca the bodie* and 
nindgiof so muiy people, without uniq or vidence, uid difie> 
rmtlj from the rocthoda of *11 other eoDqneit* i not by citC- 
tm^Affft .lu-geputaetheintuibiUmts^itaKcuiethc rest, but 
-tf multiplyiitg the pet^le, nMlftitto^'WImdedtbeir: terri- 
toiy. iMr^m Sealmenf, FeLir. f-KS. ■ 

X^ The'-ItidiuM, Hinder the .Jetitite, lirbdia tawna^ (hey 
weM4*i;idatIycUdi tbey WxkHKdiiia^caitur^ithey'.escr* 
cised niairar«c(i»e«. ' ■ '■,' > ■ ■■ IHd. Vol. II. p. -aao. 

•' (4) 'Hie^conn.tryof Pu«|^i|yi«dnSded iDto-fctrty-aevendl*- 
tiict*: inedch misiloA ■.Jaiuit tM«BidtaiJn'ohi,ef : the migU- 
trates era alirayi tndiiina^ qlaotedrbjithepct^deg md Bf^puted 
h^die pt<e*«din{f jMuiti ' Hatttii^Bn tqiial'^obodience of 
die pvoplei of the '■iereral'miiaiDnir exeetA&eircontentment 
anderttenn- > ■; IUd\ FaL- !£./>. 263. 

C4) .;i;he Indl^a^ instructed in the niUUiy line, yvil^tiji^ 
■uat^^^ict disejpluie, .indaan.eaifejtb^ tboiuafid n^n well 
armed. . • Ibid. Vat. II. p. MO. , 

([$} Their ohiuphe« V^ ptfiticulf^ly giandi a^d richly ador- 
ned i and aenHee in them is p^onned with all the sol^mni^ 
and ma^Biificaue of a fathe^rfd- ^'^^ ^ih^i' P~' 389-, . 

(6) Eac^ nua'a labour isaUotted tahiif^iQ pmpoi^n to hia 
strengtb, .or hi; «^ill in the profwf''^ whin^ he exerqiae*. 
Thq |>roduct,iB bwui^^ faithfully, ipU>'^e public magazine, 
, from vi{h!4h;iie ia again iupplie.4 wi^LSl' thi4ga,that the^roa- 
ntgieifs, j^dsf to be -axpedieotfor-tlieii^^iWifiB of himself and 
funily. ^AUneceBtaries are distributed regularly twice a week, 
and tiie magazines always contain such a stock £f provisions 
and gwMhi of every ki^d, as to answer not only the ordinary 
exifjiCDcIes, but .to provide a^nst a tipie of scarcity, orfpr 
those whom accidents, age, or iufinnities have di*<|ualified f9F 
l»b«ir. IbiiL Vol. II. f. 383.., 
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«S NOTES. 

(7) TlMj«ntiU*tai^4toU«ltrUte^(t^ctmpM>enin(; 
tfaa piivlln^ of keeping^ *11 itn^era fiom aaran^t Ulcih. If 

'-•By aueh should hy iccidcnt, or in lui jonroa)' Brrive in tit 
.counby of the niisioni, he ii ibitiedUUlf curied to the Pra- 
bTterj, where h* U treated, for a. daj or t^o M mott, villi 
l^at hbapit^ty,' but rci^trded T>itb no let* urcutnspectitm. 
The tlurioiLbcs of the place are ibowed him in companj' with 
the Jesuit, tod he can hare no.piirate canTenation with inj 

nrftbe itstiTes. In m. leasaaable tinie, he la civiUy dimisMd 

-witba|purdt»eoaducthim to.thenext diattict, withoatel- 
peefe, wtkere he H treated' in the lame manner, until he b out 

«fthec(iuiitr;r'''*'>°^>M>°"li- Itid. Foi. IZ. J>. ^*. 

- (S) Manj hare rqiresAittad the ccadaetaCthS' Jeauitiin 
this tnisaion in a vtry bad light ; but their t«flectiona afa not 

-at ail aiq>port«d bj thfc lacM, upon wUch they build them. To 
judge property of the »er?icB they bate done theit people 
we muat not coiuiidcp them on a partUtl With the flouriBhiDg 
nalion* of Europe, bul an compared vith tbfeir neigfabouifi, the 
•na^a of Saudi Araema, or nitfa tbeat&te of thote Indiam^ 
who grodrt undar the Spaiush yoke. Considering the matter 

Mi this,' Which tt aie tfue Igfat, it vnA rppiMt, that human so. 

■t^dtf ia infinitely olOtged ta tbe Jendtif far adding tbtee hui- 
dnd tbouaand families in a well regulated community, in tlia 
room of a few vagaboad untaught aavagiea, Whom tbeyfotmd id 
Ihe beginning of their miMion. And indeed it can scarce be 
conceived -Uiat the government had liot aamc *wy extraordi- 

' nary perfection, n^iieh had a principle of in<3«ase within itaelf i 
■which drew olhcra to unite theoiseWea to the old atocfc, and 

■ \Thicb continued, (br to muiy yean, to aboot out iti a luxorianee 
of new bnnebes. Nor eait we, By any Bieana, blame a syatem, 
which produced Mich lalutaiy effects, and which bas Cnind that 
dIfGcult, but happy way, that grand deaideratum in polItiM, 

' of uniting a perfect jnbjectiwi to an entire content and saus- 
factlon of the people. This great and generoua prinoii^e it la 
to be wished were atndied with more attaition by ua, who 
content oursdrea with railing at the ddigenceof onadversarfi 
which, when founded on moral rectitude, we should tatiier 
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pniM and imiUte ; and vrho, in out own affairs, seldom tliink 
of using othei' initrameata thui flme and money. 

lUd. Val. II. p. 285. 

(9) Vauere, it ma; be said, {^ve> in this place, -with par> 
tialilj to hit own order, a hi|^-flowii panegyric on the mis- 
auMiariea of Fartguaf. But wbea we hne seen bin, in (he 
whcde tenor of the foregoing notes, supported by the able siul 
well-informed author of the Settlements in America, it must 
be allowed, that our Poet does not exceed the bounds of truth, 
but pays a tribute of applause where it wai justly due. 

(ID) The extraordinary, and, indeed, wonderful common* 
wealth, established by the Jesuits, tnnst have been conducted 
with wisdom, virtue, and benevolence, since it continued flour- 
ishing and inareasing more than a century and a half, up to tha 
time of its dissolution in the year \7G7, when that glorioua 
fibrie mushed in a day. It appears that in the year 17ST, 
hy a convention between Spun and Portugal, part of the terri- 
tery of Paraguay was asugned to the latter i but the Indians, 
who occupied the ceded country, refused to be transferred 
ftom one hand to another, like an herd of cattle, without their 
own consent. A fierce battle ensued, and tlie natives were 
defeated by well disciplined EuK^an troops. From that time, 
the Jesuits were beheld with a jealous eye by the Spanish 
court, and, at length, inVfST, they were seized by older of the 
King of Spain, and sent out of America, leaving the Indiana to 
experience for the future the rigours of Spanish tyranny, in- 
stead of that mild and eqiutable government, which had Sat ■ 
length of time preserved peace and virtue, and, by conse- 
quence, public hairiness. / 

The present writer has been assiduous in coUecibig the 
notes, because Vaniere, who has proved himself the Historian 
of the Bees, will also appear to be the faithfiil Historian of 
Paraguay i a aubject more connected with the Beet than Vir- 
ytta St(»7 of Orpheus and Eurydice. 
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